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April 6, 2011 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

May 4, 2011 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

 

April 15, 2011 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
Seattle Flagship REI, North Room 

222 Yale Ave. N, Seattle

May 13, 2011 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

 

 

For more information, contact 

Jessica Nguyen at 206.682.9541 or 

jessica@housingconsortium.org
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Executive Director Monthly Update
 

Spring has finally arrived and with it comes the 

year's first fundraising event season. I know 

many HDC members and I are on the same 

spring and fall event circuit of breakfasts, 

luncheons, auctions, galas and dinners at what 

seems to be at least weekly pace if not several 

times a week occurrences. We see each other 

constantly at these events; evidence of the broad 

mutual support that is one of the many 

admirable parts of our HDC Family.

 

As a recovering Director of Fund Development I understand and 

appreciate the reasons non-profits hold these events. Attracting 

contributions is certainly one primary reason; the other is getting out 

the essential message of what an organization does and what it 

plans to do in the near future to as many people as possible. 

Events often also provide supporters and potential supporters with 

a better understanding of the resident’s or client’s own experience 

through testimonials and media presentations.

 

My way of assessing the strengths of an event is pretty 

straightforward: Did I leave understanding more about the 

organization and what they plan to accomplish and was I inspired to 

donate more than I planned to upon entrance? My bank account 

provides plenty of proof that HDC member events hit both of those 

marks consistently!

 

HDC also has an annual event as most of you know. Our Third 

Annual Luncheon (Friday April 29th) is a critical part of making sure 

we have the capacity to serve members and just as importantly, a 

way to share what we’ve been doing and where we’re going as an 

organization.

 

We spent the majority of the first two HDC Luncheons celebrating 

the careers and impact of two retiring leaders with the creation and 

award of HDC’s Carla Okigwe Leadership Award. This award 

honors effective longtime leaders in our sector as they transition 

onwards. The award is situational and, with no major transitions at-

hand, is not being presented in 2011.

 

The 2011 Luncheon will instead feature both information on HDC 

activities and goals and a strong keynote address by HUD’s Shelley 

Poticha on the Sustainable Communities concept and efforts from 

the national perspective; important to all of us because our region 

has a $5 million Sustainable Communities planning grant, 

because affordable housing is recognized at HUD as a key element 

in making any community truly sustainable and because this is the 

likely framework for future HUD and other federal agency funding for 

our collective work.

 

Forty-six HDC member organizations and businesses have 

stepped up to sponsor the HDC Luncheon or have committed to fill 

a table - we still have opportunities for sponsors and table captains 

and room for individual guests as well.  I look forward to seeing you 
there on the 29th; you can be the judge on whether we hit our marks 

for information and inspiration!!

HDC's Third Annual Luncheon 

 

Please join us on Friday April 29th to celebrate the Housing 

Development Consortium of Seattle-King County’s achievements in 

the past 12 months, to raise money to support our future activities 

and to hear our Keynote Speaker, Shelley Poticha, the Director for 

Office of Sustainable Housing and Communities for HUD and a 

recognized expert on the role of affordable housing in transit 

oriented communities.

 

Time: 11:30 am to 1:30 pm – Networking from 11:30 am until 12:00; 

Seating for lunch and program at 12:00

Place: The Grand Hyatt Seattle Ballroom, 721 Pine Street

The Attendees: You and 500 affordable housing leaders and 

practitioners from throughout King County

 

RSVP by April 20th to: jessica@housingconsortium.org to join us as 

an individual guest.
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Housing Facility helps military 

veterans in South King County 

•

CDBG Funds Add Value In 

Shoreline, Wash. 

•

Transit-Oriented Development 

and Communities of Color: A 

Field Report 

•

Seattle wants to protect ex-

criminals from housing, job 

discrimination 

•

Affordable Housing in Federal 

Way 'deteriorating quickly' 

•

King County Mayors Panel on Affordable 
Housing 

 

We hope to see you at the next HDC Monthly Member Meeting 

which will feature a special King County Mayors Panel on 

Affordable Housing. The panelists include Mayor Suzette Cooke, 

Kent; Mayor Ava Frisinger, Issaquah; Mayor Joan McBride, Kirkland; 

and Mayor Mike McGinn, Seattle and will be moderated by Alice 

Shobe of Building Changes.

 

The King County Mayors will reflect on various affordable housing 

strategies, opportunities and challenges in their cities in what 

promises to be a lively question-and-answer forum. Audience 

members will have the opportunity to ask questions. 
 

Friday, April 15 from 12 to 1:30 p.m.

Seattle Flagship REI; North Room; 222 Yale Ave. N, Seattle

$2 parking vouchers available 

Update: Proposal to end discrimination in 
housing and employment based on arrest or 
conviction record 

 

On March 16, the Seattle Office of Civil Rights hosted a public forum 

at City Hall on the proposal to end discrimination in housing and 

employment based on an arrest or conviction record.  The proposed 
law, which would amend the Seattle’s current anti-discrimination 

laws, would make it illegal to discriminate against people in 

housing and employment based solely on an arrest or conviction 

record. Employers and housing providers would need to consider 

all applicants on a case-by-case basis, detailing the rationale for 

denying any particular applicant. The Seattle Office for Civil Rights 

(SOCR) would enforce this anti-discrimination law and would 

investigate charges brought by individuals who feel they have been 

discriminated against.

 

Several hundred people attended the forum and submitted dozens 

of questions to the panelists. Responses to all these questions can 

be viewed at: http://www.seattle.gov/humanrights/protections.htm. 

    
 

The Seattle Human Rights Commission voted unanimously to 

support the proposal and will now work with elected officials to 

move this issue forward. For more information visit: 

http://www.seattle.gov/humanrights/protections.htm.   
 

Quality Growth Alliance Recognition Program for 
Smart Growth Projects 

 

The Quality Growth Alliance (QGA) has launched a new program 

recognizing pre-entitlement development projects that contribute to 

smart growth, such as developments in walkable neighborhoods, 

with diverse housing alternatives, and close to transit and 

employment centers. The program was created for two reasons.  
First is to help raise the bar for quality growth-oriented development 

projects in the Central Puget Sound region. The second reason is 

to assist visionary projects which meet the high standards and 

criteria of the QGA Recognition program, to make it through the 

challenges to approval often occurring during the pre-entitlement 

development processes. 
 

Projects that receive recognition in this QGA program will receive 

significant QGA assistance in their pre-entitlement process ranging 

from supportive public testimony, letters of support with project 

targeted financial sources, and significant media and other 

publicity. 
 

Projects wishing to be selected for recognition by the Program will 

be reviewed by 10 jurors representing the diverse organizations 

which make up the Quality Growth Alliance, including the University 

of Washington, the Puget Sound Regional Council, Enterprise 

Community Partners, the National Association of Industrial and 

Office Properties (NAIOP,) Futurewise, the Master Builders 

Association of King and Snohomish Counties (MBAKS), the 

Cascade Land Conservancy, and the Urban Land Institute. 
 

The nominated projects will be judged, on a full consensus basis, 

against the formal QGA Recognition Program criteria that set high 

standards for smart, sustainable and high-quality growth in the 

Central Puget Sound region. There are 7 distinct judging criteria: 

location; density, design and mix of uses; transportation, mobility 

and accessibility; environment; mixed-income housing; community 

benefits; and community participation.

 

The Recognition Program is open to residential, commercial, 

institutional and mixed-use projects including new projects as well 
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as those undergoing rehabilitation. To achieve recognition, a project 

ultimately must help the region achieve sustainable economic, 

environmental and quality-of-life objectives.

 

This is the first year of the QGA's Recognition Program, and 

submittals will be accepted twice a year. The first projects to be 

recognized were announced in mid-August 2010.  Announcement of 
projects recognized in the second round of the program will be 

made in mid-April of 2011. 

 

There is a submission fee of $2,500 for each submittal, and all 

applications will be kept completely confidential. If a project is not 

accepted, the jury will share its comments with the developer, 

architect or planner submitting the application. The applicant can 

choose to take the jury‘s comments into consideration, revise the 

application, and re-apply, for an additional $1,500. For more 

information on the Quality Growth Alliance and its Recognition 

Program, or to download the program‘s Criteria, please visit the 

website, http://www.qualitygrowthalliance.org.

 

The Recognition Program is part of a larger effort on behalf of 

Quality Growth Alliance to provide guidance and direction for the 

extensive growth this region is expected to experience over the next 

several years. The Puget Sound Regional Council projects that our 

region will grow by 1.5 million residents and 1.2 million jobs over 

the next three decades. To better understand where this growth 

would occur and what it would look like, a multi-disciplinary regional 

visioning exercise called Reality Check was held at the University of 

Washington in spring 2008. This exercise included business 

leaders, environmentalists, policy makers, developers and 

community activists who, by day‘s end, came to a consensus on the 

guiding principles designed to help create great places to live and 

work. Using these principles, Reality Check participants 

recommended that the majority of infrastructure projects to support 

new jobs and new housing should be built along major 

transportation corridors and within existing urban centers.

 

Shortly after the Reality Check exercise the QGA was created to help 

bring this vision to reality and to ensure this growth occurs in the 

most sustainable way possible. As it works towards its 

sustainability goals, the QGA will strive to promote broad public 

awareness about smart growth throughout the region. The 

Recognition Program is one of several tools the QGA is using to 

help achieve this objective.

Yesler Terrace Developments 

 

What’s happening with Yesler Terrace? SHA expects to publish the 

Final EIS for Yesler Terrace redevelopment in mid-April.  On May 
17th, the SHA Board of Commissioners will adopt the Yesler 

Terrace Development Plan.  The City’s Department of Planning and 

Development will submit the package of Yesler Terrace-related 

legislation to the City Council this summer.  SHA is hoping for 
Council action by the end of this year.  To find out more about 
development opportunities and the Yesler Terrace development 

process, please join us: 

 

HDC’s Yesler Terrace Brownbag

Thursday, May 12, 12pm-1:30

Plymouth Housing Group

The Langdon & Anne Simons Senior Apartments (Room 228)

2119 3rd Ave., Seattle, WA 98121

Member Highlight: Common Ground 

Member since 1988 

 

In the 1980s, Seattle was a very different place.  Still reeling from 
Boeing’s immense reduction in work force, the city embarked on an 

ambitious plan to revitalize its downtown core.  From the 
redevelopment of Pike Place Market to the construction of new office 

buildings, over ten million square feet of new office space and an 

influx of new residents with higher disposable income flooded into 

downtown.  But with this great boom came a huge price, as 
affordable housing, cheap rents, and social services all began 

dramatically decreasing.

 

So in 1980, the Metropolitan YMCA and the Church Council of 

Greater Seattle founded Common Ground in response to the 

tremendous loss of affordable housing in Seattle’s downtown core. 

Local faith-based organizations and other non-profits had the will 

and desire to create housing, but lacked the expertise and 

resources to carry out their ideas.  Today Common Ground 
continues to transform these ideas into a reality by providing cost-

effective technical assistance needed to preserve and develop 

affordable housing.  They have partnered with more than 100 
community-based organizations, and have helped develop more 

than 6,000 units of housing for low-income and special needs 

populations. Their mission has changed little over the years but 

reach and impact have greatly expanded.  
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These days, Common Ground is focused on more than developing 

affordable housing.  They also believe it’s critical to build the 

political will to end homelessness.  That’s why their mission also 

includes advocacy and training like the Board Advocacy Project.  
Since the beginning of 2010, Common Ground has been 

conducting a series of workshops focused on transforming the 

culture of nonprofit boards such that political advocacy is an 

essential requirement of all boards everywhere.  The project is a 
three-part series with the first geared toward executive directors and 

staff of nonprofit housing advocacy groups.  The curriculum focuses 
on how to motivate boards to integrate advocacy into their regular 

agendas.  The next phase involves training boards on the basics of 
political advocacy.  Board members have been learning the 
difference between lobbying and advocacy, and crafting effective 

legislative messaging.  The final part of the series explores specific 
board advocacy topics in greater depth and begins in the later part 

of 2011.

 

Common Ground partners with Building Changes, Housing 

Development Consortium, the Washington Low Income Housing 

Alliance, and other regional coalitions and consortium to deliver the 

Board Advocacy Project to housing and homelessness advocacy 

nonprofits all over Washington State.  Common Ground Executive 
Director Scott Schaffer believes board advocacy can play a 

significant role in helping to end homelessness.  “Board members 

bring unique perspectives to advocacy, and can have a huge impact 

with elected officials.  Collectively, we can have a much greater 
effect by engaging board volunteers, and this project has exciting 

potential.” 
 

The project is in the middle of offering the second part of its 

curriculum to boards from the San Juans to Spokane.  If you know of 
a nonprofit board that could benefit from the curriculum, you can 

direct them to www.boardadvocacy.org or send an email to the 

Board Advocacy Project manager Joaquin Uy, at 

joaquinu@commongroundwa.org. 

Upcoming Affinity Group Meetings 

 

Affordable Homeownership – April 14, 1:00-2:00 pm, Vance 

Building

 

Affordable Senior Housing – April 5, 12:00-1:30 pm, Vance Building

 

Asset & Property Management – April 27, 2:00-3:30 pm, Impact 

Capital

 

Efficient and Quality Development – April 14, 10:00-11:30 am, 

WSHFC 

 

Successful Design – April 13, 12:30-2:00 pm, Claremont 

Apartments

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations 

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. 

Deadline for newsletter posting is 25th of the month. All prior 

postings are erased unless the posting organization renews its 

posting. 

Business Manager, Catholic Housing Services•

Housing & Services Manager, Solid Ground•

Executive Director, Hacienda CDC•

Executive Director, Cohousing Association•

Management Team, Strength of Place Village•

 

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

April 7, Seattle, WA 

Brettler Family Place Grand Opening

•

April 18-20, Tacoma, WA 

AHMA-CARH Convention

•

April 29, Seattle, WA 

HDC's Third Annual Luncheon

•

May 5, Seattle, WA 

OH Director Quarterly Brownbag

•

May 12, Seattle, WA 

Yesler Terrace Development Brownbag 

 

•
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