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April 4, 2012 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

May 2, 2012 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

 

April 13, 2012 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

May 18, 2012 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
Bellevue City Hall, Room 1E-108 

450 110th Ave. NE, Bellevue

 

 

For more information, contact 

Jessica Nguyen at 206.682.9541 or 

jessica@housingconsortium.org

 

Safe Place Expands in King 

County 

•

Compass Center veteran,family 

take a big step into home 

•

'Hard, scary, sad': life at a 

highway rest stop 

•

Construction under way on new 

community building at 

Burndale Homes in Auburn 

•

New Program Puts Housing 

Assistance Options under One 

Roof

•
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Executive Director Monthly Update
 

Whew! That’s a sigh of relief that the 2012 HDC 

Luncheon is over and done with! There’s nothing 

quite like planning lunch for 450 of your closest 

friends while simultaneously wringing the 

maximum possible amount of affordable 

housing resources out of the State Legislature.

 

Luckily for me I’m blessed with the greatest staff, 

most committed Board of Directors and greatest 

membership of any organization I’ve ever worked 

for. Together we pulled off the most successful 

luncheon yet while at the same time achieving victory on two of our 

top State Advocacy Agenda items.

 

First the Luncheon: my heartfelt thanks to our stellar Membership 

Manager Jessica Nguyen and our Luncheon Chair and HDC Board 

member Doug Ito for making the March 23rd event so memorable. 

The same appreciation goes to Luncheon Committee members 

Dinah Thoreson, Ellen Reich, Joaquin Uy and Genevieve Stokes. 

Special acknowledgment is also due to our sponsors at all levels 

and all of you who made individual contributions; your generosity 

helped us exceed our net proceeds goal by over $10,000!

 

Our keynote speaker Angela Glover Blackwell taught us in her 

unique manner that social equity isn’t something you do to be nice 

to disadvantaged or marginalized people; rather it’s a critical key to 

the economic future of our communities. Social equity is no easier 

to come by than financial equity and similarly is integral in making 

social change happen in our housers world.

 

Our Carla Okigwe Leadership Award recipient, Tom Tierney of the 

Seattle Housing Authority also helped make the case for 

commitment to public service as a lifelong pursuit something we 

should all aspire to: today, tomorrow and for as long as we live.

 

The kind words of King County Executive Dow Constantine 

recognized the impact HDC has through our advocacy efforts and 

while I appreciate the personal recognition we all know no one 

person makes change happen at the scale HDC works at – it takes 

all of us sharing the load and adding yet another task to our daily 

workload.

 

Your advocacy really pays off as demonstrated by the passage of 

the Document Recording Fee and Impact Fee Exemption bills. 

HDC’s awesome policy staff, Kelly Rider and Emily Alvarado, left 

little chance for failure by dedicating their selves to these efforts on 

top of all their other duties.

 

As I write this column the State Legislature is still in special 

session trying to settle on a budget that will not shred the remaining 

social safety net and that will contain a renewed Housing Trust 

Fund.  We’ve worked this from every angle again this year and I 

want to single out HDC’s business members for really stepping up 

this year to help us make the case for the HTF as a job creation 

engine.

 

Next year we’ll all be celebrating HDC’s 25th Anniversary together 

while once again working hard to secure the resources necessary 

to create homes for our vulnerable and cost-burdened neighbors. I 

can’t wait to get that party started!

A View from the Nation's Capital 
 

Last month I was fortunate to represent HDC at the National Low 

Income Housing Coalition’s (NLIHC) annual conference in 

Washington, DC alongside hundreds of other affordable housing 

advocates from across the country, including staff from our own 

state partner, the Washington Low Income Housing Alliance.  One 
of the best workshops I attended at the conference was presented 

by Heidi Shierholz, an economist with the Economic Policy Institute 

(and I’m proud to say a graduate of my alma mater, Iowa State 

University), and Melissa Boteach, Director of the Half in Ten 

Campaign at the Center for American Progress.  Together, they 
discussed their research showing that, not surprisingly, those 

making the least are struggling the most, and the gap between the 

haves and the have-nots is growing. Since 1979, the salaries of the 

top 1% of the population has risen 156%, and that excludes capital 
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gains and investments, while salaries for the bottom 90% of 

households have risen only 17%.  I also attended workshops 
discussing the Veterans Administration’s (VA) work to end veteran 

homelessness, data sources for housing and homelessness 

advocacy, and best practices to preserve affordable housing.  You 
can read more about the conference here.

 

In the midst of our current struggle to preserve our state’s vital 

human services, it’s easy to get bogged down in our own budget 

battles and forget to be thankful that many of our state’s policy 

makers do understand the importance of providing affordable 

housing for those in need.  This was hard to ignore while I 
applauded alongside our national partners as the Coalition 

awarded Senator Patty Murray with the prestigious Edward W. 

Brooke III, Housing Leadership Award.  And while in DC, I was 
happy to meet with Senator Cantwell, Congressman Smith and staff 

for Senator Murray, Congressman Reichert and Congressman 

McDermott. Several members of our congressional delegation have 

been strong advocates for the HUD (Department of Housing & 

Urban Development) budget, including the National Housing Trust 

Fund, and have worked to strengthen the Low Income Housing Tax 

Credit (LIHTC) program.  In fact, both Sen. Cantwell and Rep. 
McDermott are the prime sponsors of important bills to reform the 

LIHTC program (S 1989 and HR 3076).  And while other states are 
being awarded for establishing a state housing trust fund for the 

first time (congratulations, North Dakota!), we should take a 

moment to celebrate too, because our fund has been in place for 

over two decades. 
 

But that is no reason to rest on our laurels!  Washington continues 
to have one of the highest housing costs in the nation.  In NLIHC’s 

2012 Out of Reach report, they found that a Washington resident 

would need to earn $18.16/hour to afford the state Fair Market Rent, 

more than twice the minimum wage of $9.04/hr.  And in King 
County, we know this wage is even higher.  To afford King County’s 

Fair Market Rent for a 2 bedroom unit, a person needs to earn 

$21.12/hour. 
 

This is just one of many reasons we must continue our fight to end 

homelessness and to ensure every person has a safe, healthy, 

affordable home.  Take a moment to appreciate living in a state with 
others who share HDC’s vision, and then pick up the phone and 

call your state legislator.  If North Dakota can fund a housing trust 
fund, so can we!

 

-Kelly

Seattle Office of Housing Director's Brownbag 

 

HDC will host our next Seattle Office of Housing Director’s Quarterly 

Brownbag on Tuesday, April 17, from 12-1:30 pm at Seattle 

Municipal Tower Room 6070 (700 Fifth Avenue). The primary focus 

will be a review of OH’s draft proposal for the 2012 NOFA.

Member Highlight: Pioneer Human Services 

Member since 1988 

 

Since being founded nearly 50 years ago, 

Pioneer Human Services has expanded from 

a single halfway house to operating a broad 

range of programs that help people reenter 

society from prison or jail and those 

overcoming chemical addiction and mental 

illness.  Today, Pioneer is the only 
organization in Washington State to offer a 

fully integrated array of housing, employment, 

training, reentry and treatment services, and 

gives more than 12,000 people a year the tools they need to build 

better lives. 
 

Unlike most nonprofit organizations, Pioneer is also a social 

enterprise.  It operates a diverse line of businesses that provide on-

the-job training and work experience for clients, while generating 

revenue that helps fund its social mission.

 

While Pioneer has experienced significant growth over the years, 

the core mission to provide people a Chance for Change remains 

at the heart of every program, service and business venture. 
 

Pioneer owns and operates nearly 700 transitional and permanent 

housing units across the state, with more than half of the units 

dedicated to residential recovery to help individuals maintain 

sobriety and transition to a permanent home. 
 

At the beginning of 2012, Pioneer moved from a resident manager 

model to a case-manager model in its Seattle-area transitional 

housing programs with the goal of creating a more therapeutic and 

structured living environment around recovery with improved 

outcomes for residents.  Case managers help empower residents 
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to provide leadership and invest in their residential community.  
Community Resident Councils were formed to monitor needs and 

work with case managers to develop problem-solving techniques 

and solutions.  Residents are able to gain a sense of responsibility 
and pride by maintaining facilities through chore-sharing and 

participating in weekly house meetings.

 

Housing case managers at Pioneer also help residents address 

housing barriers, including referrals to chemical dependency and 

mental health services, assistance and referrals to employment 

and income sources, overcoming barriers such as poor credit, 

eviction and criminal histories, and referrals to subsidized and/or 

permanent housing options.

 

This new model further supports Pioneer’s integrated approach to 

service delivery by providing on-the-job training and work experience 

opportunities.  Trainees clean and turn-over the apartments, 

learning the skills they need to move into entry-level positions in 

apartment and building maintenance.

 

To learn more about Pioneer Human Services, please visit 

www.pioneerhumanservices.org.

Upcoming Affinity Group & Interest Area 
Meetings 

 

Affinity Groups 

 

Affordable Homeownership – April 19, 1:00-2:30 pm, Vance 

Building

 

Affordable Senior Housing – May 8, 11:30-1:00 pm, Location TBD

 

Asset & Property Management – April 25, 2:00-3:30 pm, Impact 

Capital

 

Efficient and Quality Development/Successful Design – April 12, 

10:00 am-12:00 pm, WSHFC

 

Resident Services – April 20, 1:30-3:00 pm, Location TBD

 

Tax Credits – May 2, 11:00-12:30 pm, WSHFC

 

Interest Areas 

 

South King County Developers Workgroup – April 24, 2:00-4:00 

pm, Location TBD

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations 

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. 

Deadline for newsletter posting is 25th of the month. All prior 

postings are erased unless the posting organization renews its 

posting. 

Accountant, Capitol Hill Housing•

Director of Housing Development, Low Income Housing 

Institute

•

Business Development Specialist, Vermont Slauson 

Economic Development Corporation

•

Assistant Site Manager - Fleming Apartments, Capitol Hill 

Housing

•

Senior Accountant, Bellwether•

 

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

May 16-18, Yakima, WA 

22nd Annual Conference on Ending Homelessness

•

 

Member Events

April 6, Seattle, WA 

Plymouth Housing Group Williams Apartment Groundbreaking

•

April 21, Bellevue, WA 

Imagine Housing Benefit Auction & Dinner

•

April 25, Seattle, WA 

Capitol Hill Housing Top of the Town

•

May 10, Seattle, WA 

SCIDpda ID Spring Roll 

 

 

•
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