
 

Executive Director Monthly 
Update 
Already in this new Legislative 

session I've been to Olympia...  
Read More

Have you registered?  Housing 
and Homelessness Advocacy Day 
is February 14th! 
According to our registration data, 

we're running behind on... 
Read More

HDC Staff participate in One Night 
Count 
HDC staff are often so entrenched 

in advocacy and member... 

Read More

Seattle City Council Reinstates 
Reduced Parking Requirements 
During last year's 2011 Agenda 

setting process... 

Read More

Member Highlight: SouthEast 
Effective Development 
SouthEast Effective Development 

(SEED) is one of the 10 founding... 

Read More

Upcoming Affinity Group Meetings

Job Offerings, Workshops and 
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February 2, 2011 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

March 2, 2011 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

 

February 11, 2011 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

March 11, 2011 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

 

 

For more information, contact 

Jessica Nguyen at 206.682.9541 or 

jessica@housingconsortium.org

 

Affordable apartments to rise 

near Seattle U 

•

King County Finds That 

Homeless Numbers Declined: 

Increased Services and 

Intervention Programs Are 

Making an Impact 

•

City awards nearly $23 million 

to create and preserve 

•
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Executive Director Monthly Update
Olympia Update 

 

Already in this new Legislative session I’ve been 

to Olympia a half-dozen times to represent and 

advocate for measures critical to the affordable 

housing sector in King County and across the 

state. These are not solo efforts; each visit to the 

state capitol has been strategically aligned with 

HDC participants and the Washington Low 

Income Housing Alliance on issues that our 

members selected for action in our 2011 

Advocacy Agenda.

 

In my visits it’s become apparent that the mood in Olympia this 

session is even more somber than last year; legislators in both 

House and Senate are operating in a mandatory budget cut 

scenario and face a set of decisions that will almost certainly shred 

the state’s social safety net and result in life-and –death 

consequences for the most marginalized and disadvantaged in our 

communities.

 

This Sophie’s Choice dilemma was not what these citizen 

legislators signed on for and in the main they deserve empathy for 

having to react to a situation that is largely not of their making. This 

past fall a majority of the participating voters in the state’s 

November general election chose to handcuff legislators’ ability to 

impose any new taxes, as well as to eliminate partial solutions from 

the 2010 session.  The voters spoke and many of our most 

vulnerable neighbors will now suffer the consequences.

 

With a limited set of tools left to increase revenue, cutting into non-

mandated expenditures is the final recourse. While legislators in 

the House and Senate diverge in what they want to cut and in the 

degree of cuts, neither body is in a position to maintain even what 

was left of the safety net after last session.

 

The affordable housing advocacy environment in Olympia is thus 

exponentially tougher than in past years; even our most stalwart 

champions have to balance their commitment to housing and its 

proven ability to stabilize both lives and communities with other 

critical needs, most of which also impact the survival needs of the 

same people we collectively seek to safely house.

 

You’re probably ask yourself right now if I’m just wasting gas and 

precious time making so many trips to Olympia and maybe you’re 

even questioning why you should join us in Olympia on February 

14th for Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day (HHAD). Those 

are fair questions and my answer to both is this: being present to 

make the case for continued state funding and regulatory changes 

is not only worth the effort, it is only way we can come out this 

session with anything meaningful!

 

Only by maintaining a heightened presence throughout the session, 

and especially en masse on HHAD, can we help our elected 

champions and friends make the case to their peers and secure 

the necessary support to move our issues forward. People with 

knowledge, passion and personal stories still count in these 

deliberations and constituent’s opinions count even more when 

legislators make their final decisions.

 

In tough times you can either pack it in or pick it up; the history of 

HDC and its members has always been to face adversity with 

increased effort and that is what is called for in this difficult 

environment.

 

I’ll be calling on some of you directly to share your expertise in 

testifying on specific bills this session and on all of you to spend a 

productive and inspiring day in Olympia on February 14th where you 

will be face-to-face with your own elected representatives and able 

to reinforce from both head and heart how important affordable 

housing is in their district and across the state.  Register today for 
HHAD at: 

https://salsa.democracyinaction.org/o/2685/p/salsa/event/common/

public/?event_KEY=64850

Have you registered?  Housing and 
Homelessness Advocacy Day is February 14th!  
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affordable rental housing for 

seniors, working families, and 

homeless individuals 

Housing bust is a boon for low-

income senior housing project 

•

 

According to our registration data, we’re running behind on meeting 

our collective goal of bringing 200 HDC members to Olympia for 

Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day (HHAD).  If you’ve 

already had this on your calendar but just forgot to register, it’s not 

too late!  In addition to meeting with your legislators, the day 
includes advocacy trainings, a panel of experts, and a rally to get 

you excited and ready for this year’s legislative session.  
 

Register by Friday, February 4th to guarantee your free lunch.     

HDC Staff participate in One Night Count 

 

 

HDC staff are often so entrenched in advocacy and member 

services, that we can feel somewhat disconnected from the people 

we are dedicating our work to.  One Night Count is an opportunity for 
us to regain some perspective, images, and memories that fuel our 

commitment to affordable housing for everyone.   Emily, Jessica 
and Karen each joined neighborhood teams on the ONC, here are 

a few vignettes.

 

“Devils Elbow” (an undeveloped ravine straddling unincorporated 

King County and Renton)

Karen Williams

 
I was hesitant at first to head out with a Renton police officer, but 

once the bushwhacking through the dark, steep ravine began, I was 

admittedly grateful that Rick and I were with Commander Curry, who 

was in a sweatshirt and introduced himself as Kent.  Last year 
when I did the Count in Renton, the highest numbers came from 

people sleeping in their cars in the Walmart parking lot, so it was a 

contrasting experience to find encampments in undeveloped 

corridors. 
 
Suburban homelessness is less visible that downtown Seattle 

homelessness,  which makes it more challenging to get political 
and resource support for the shelters and services needed to meet 

immediate needs.  Communities in East, South, and North King 
County are simultaneously raising awareness about the hidden 

reality of homelessness and building capacity to provide localized, 

relevant services to prevent and end homelessness. 
 

These suburban communities have made great strides in recent 

years and so, like many counters, it was a glimmer of celebration to 

hear that the count in Renton was down from last year.  But having 
the fresh visual image of a soggy shelter and clothes trying to dry on 

a wet branch reminded me that we still have more hearts to house.

 
 
Ballard  

Jessica Nguyen 

 

Homelessness is not quite as concentrated and visible in Ballard 

as other areas of Seattle and King County, but I was surprised by 

how many people my team was able to count sleeping in a vehicle 

or parking lot that night with a little bit of detective work.   On a 
normal night, I probably would have passed many of these vehicles 

without suspecting a homeless family or individual was inside.  
Without consciously and intentionally looking, it is easy to turn a 

blind eye to the reality that many are without shelter every night.  The 
One Night Count was a reminder to me that homelessness and the 

need for affordable housing is as much a part of my personal life as 

it my professional commitment. 

Seattle City Council Reinstates Reduced Parking 
Requirements 

 

During last year’s 2011 Agenda setting process, HDC members 

voted to explore strategies to reinstate reduced parking 

requirements for 30-50% AMI units in the City of Seattle Land Use 

Code. HDC is pleased to report that Seattle City Council has 

already resolved this issue. On December 13, City Council 

unanimously voted to pass ordinance 123495, amending SMC 

23.54.015, which reinstates the reduced parking requirements for 

low-income housing that were inadvertently deleted in December 

2009. In addition, the ordinance eliminates multifamily parking 

requirements in urban villages with frequent transit service. This is 

good news for affordable housing developers who can once again 

save money on developing parking stalls. The complete ordinance, 

including a chart outlining Multifamily Residential Use 

Requirements with Income Criteria, can be found here. 

Member Highlight: SouthEast Effective 
Development (SEED)
 

SouthEast Effective Development (SEED) is one of the 10 founding 
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members of HDC who came together in 1988 with a shared vision 

to increase nonprofit capacity and improve the environment for 

nonprofit affordable housing development.  Founded in 1975, SEED 
was among many of other community-based nonprofit 

organizations that emerged in the 1980s, some of which had 

already been developing housing projects. 
 
The landscape of affordable housing has changed a lot since then, 

from creating funding and neighborhood revitalization programs, to 

negotiating developer fees, and strengthening partnerships with key 

allies in the industry and in local government.  Along the way, SEED 
has played an important role in helping to pass key measures that 

improve policy and create new resources for housing. 
 
SEED’s mission is to improve the quality of life in Southeast Seattle 

by creating partnerships and inspiring community investments in 

housing, arts, and economic development.  Through their Housing 
Development, Economic Development and SeedArts programs, 

they connect local artists, businesses and residents of southeast 

Seattle.   SEED has been involved in the development of more than 
a thousand units of housing, 25,000 square feet of commercial 

space, a theater, an art gallery, and a 200 employee health care 

facility. 

Upcoming Affinity Group Meetings 

 

Affordable Homeownership – February 10, 1:00-2:30 pm, Vance 

Building

 

Affordable Senior Housing – February 16, 10:00 am, Radcliffe 

Place

 

Asset & Property Management – February 10, 2:00-3:30 pm, 

Impact Capital

 

Efficient and Quality Development – February 10, 10:00-11:30 am, 

WSHFC

 

Successful Design – February 9, 1:00-2:30 pm, Rose Street 

Apartments

 

Tax Credits – February 22, 3:00-4:30 pm, Location TBA

 

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations 

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. 

Deadline for newsletter posting is 25th of the month. All prior 

postings are erased unless the posting organization renews its 

posting. 

Financial Analyst, Alliant Capital •

Grant Organizer/Asset Manager, Shelter Resources Inc. •

Site Manager - Salishan, Tacoma Housing Authority •

Director of Fund Development and External Relations, 

Impact Capital 

•

Sr. Compliance Specialist - Housing, Providence Health & 

Services

•

 

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

Feb. 2-3, Seattle, WA 

Sustainable Communities Start with Healthy and Green Homes 

Workshop

•

Feb. 3-5, Charlotte, NC 

10th Annual New Partners for Smart Growth Conference

•

Feb. 12, Seattle and Renton, WA 

Beyond the One Night Count Workshop

•

Feb. 14, Olympia, WA 

Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day 

 

•
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