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HOUSINGnews coming to your Inbox!

Greetings and Happy 2007 from the Housing Development Consortium! We 

are thrilled to kick off the New Year by unveiling HOUSINGnews in its new 

purely electronic form. HOUSINGnews will continue to provide you with up to 

the minute information about issues affecting affordable housing 

development, interesting insight into the industry, updates on action at the 

City Council, State Legislature, or in Congress, along with links to recent 

news stories highlighting housing issues, our employment opportunities, 

meeting schedules, and conference announcements. Please enjoy our new, 

tree-saving format! HOUSINGnews now has greater capacity to increase 

awareness about the housing affordability crisis that continues to plague our 

region. 

 
To subscribe send an email to hdc@housingconsortium.org. 

Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day 
2007

 More than 300 supporters of affordable housing are poised to storm the 
state capitol on February 1st for Housing and 

Homelessness Advocacy Day 2007. A partnership 

between the Washington Low Income Housing 

Alliance, the Washington Coalition for the Homeless, 

the Committee to End Homelessness of King County 

and the United Way of King County, Housing and 

Homelessness Advocacy Day is the affordable 

housing community's opportunity to make our 

legislators aware of the affordable housing crisis affecting thousands of 

families throughout Washington State and the important role affordable 

housing has in strengthening our communities. Currently 250,000 families 

across Washington state cannot afford housing. 

 
This year advocates will make policymakers in Olympia understand the 

foundational role that a home plays in education, health care, jobs and 

transportation. The message of the day, "It All Starts At Home," is all about 

the connection between affordable housing, supportive services, tenant 

protections and manufactured housing preservation and the ability of a 

family to succeed, of a senior to thrive and of a child to reach their potential. 

 
Tripling the Housing Trust Fund to $363 million will be the top issue of the 

day. Governor Gregoire has taken a great first step toward meeting the need 

for affordable housing in Washington State by calling for a significant funding 

increase in her budget for the Housing Trust Fund. In order to meet the need 

we see in our communities every day, the Housing Trust Fund would need to 

invest at least $8 billion over the next 15 years. While we don't expect the 

State to make that investment now, it is critical that we understand the level 

of commitment necessary to meet today and tomorrow's need. By investing 

$363 million this biennium the state could stabilize more than 13,000 

families. 

 
The day will also focus on issues affecting homelessness across the state, 

namely funding for the Transitional Rent Assistance and Services for the 

Homeless and At-Risk program (THOR) and providing adequate funding for 

individuals transitioning out of state systems. 

 
On Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day, participants can look 

forward to welcomes from legislators, a training session for new lobbyists, 

legislative updates and a rally on the Capitol Steps to ensure our message 

reverberates throughout the Capitol. This is the opportune time for affordable 

housing advocates to let policymakers know that there is a strong, organized 

and vocal constituency that believes in housing affordability and is 

committed to ending homelessness. 

 
Our efforts have resulted in unprecedented levels of support for affordable 

housing, but as costs continue to grow exponentially so must our efforts as 

advocates. To register for Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day 2007 

visit www.wliha.org. 

New Staff at HDC: Meet Valerie Edmunds

Valerie writes: I am very pleased to join HDC as Office and Web 
Administrator

"I am a Washington State native, and grew up in a rural area near 

Snohomish. I have also lived in California and Colorado, and in the Middle 
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 New HDC Staff Member
 Valerie Edmunds hard at
 work!

 Rose Crest at Talus in Issaquah, WA

Carla Okigwe (HDC) and Aaron 

Ostrom (Futurewise) talk GMA in the 

Seattle Times 

•

 

East where I was fortunate to have the 

opportunity to work in the International School 

in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, with students and 

staff from around the world. When I returned to 

the States, I went back to college to study 

Graphic Design and completed a B.A. in Social 

Sciences at the University of Washington." 

 
"I enjoy traveling, and I've especially enjoyed 

several family trips to Easter Island in the South Pacific to spend time with 

my children's paternal grandparents and large extended family.  In the last 
few years I have enjoyed combining my years of administrative support 

experience with my graphic and Web design skills in positions at University 

of Washington-Bothell, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, and the 

Northshore Performing Arts Center Foundation.  One of my most interesting 
projects was working as content development manager designing 

departmental Web sites at the Tulalip Tribes."

 
"In my new role at HDC, I will be managing office operations and also 

maintaining and enhancing the functionality and content of the HDC Web 

site. I am particularly excited about coming to HDC to do work I enjoy in 

support of affordable housing!  If you have any comments or suggestions for 
the Web site, or if you'd just like to say 'hello,' please contact me at 

valerie@housingconsortium.org." 

Lessons Learned: St. Andrew's Housing 
Group's Development at Rose Crest at Talus

Rose Crest at Talus is a 50-unit affordable rental project located in 

Issaquah. Rose Crest is part of a master planned community called Talus 

where St. Andrew's Housing 

Group (SAHG) worked with 

the City of Issaquah, 

Oly/Cougar (master builder), 

and 15 different funders to 

develop affordable housing. 

 
Offering 1 - 5-bedroom units 

for families and individuals 

earning 60% or less of the 

area median income, Rose 

Crest at Talus set aside 25 

of the 50-units available for 

tenants earning 30% or less 

of the area median income. In addition, units are set aside for transitional 

families, Section 8 replacement vouchers, and for persons with disabilities. 

What makes Rose Crest at Talus unique is that the City of Issaquah 

required Oly/Cougar to develop affordable housing units into their new Urban 

Village. "This is seems to be a new trend, particularly on the Eastside" 

according to Jerome Burns, Director of Housing Development at SAHG, who 

oversaw the development at Rose Crest at Talus. "The City of Issaquah was 

very supportive of St. Andrew's and, obviously, they were extremely proactive 

in their efforts to address the lack of affordable housing," said Burns. "And 

none of this would've been possible without ARCH [A Regional Coalition for 

Housing] and the contributions from Eastside cities." 

 
Not everything went as smoothly as envisioned, however. St. Andrew's faced 

a number of issues throughout the six-year project. Most pertinent were the 

legal limitations SAHG faced in negotiating with the master builder. 

"Because the purchase and sale agreement for the property was between 

the City and the developer, we [SAHG] were forced to play a secondary role," 

said Burns." Rather than negotiate with the developers directly, SAHG had to 

use the City of Issaquah as an intermediary to address any changes or 

modifications with Oly/Cougar. 

 
Significantly impacting the project were the parcels identified for 

development. The City of Issaquah had not identified the parcels set aside 

for affordable rental development prior to their agreement with Oly/Cougar. 

According to Burns, "originally, they [Oly/Cougar] recognized 3 parcels, which 

became 2 parcels, but we felt neither was capable of housing 50-units of 

affordable housing." The initial site was positioned on a steep slop which 

hindered SAHG's ability to build. It would take nearly 1 1/2 years of 

negotiations and the purchase of adjoining land by SAHG to secure a site for 

Rose Crest at Talus. 

 
Despite these complications, Burns believes Rose Crest at Talus is a 

success story and that the prior involvement of city planners"offers an 

effective tool for cities in order to meet their affordable housing needs. I don't 

know if it'll be a new trend, but it's definitely something other cities should 

consider." He credits the City of Issaquah's Planning Department and Rose 

Crest's funders for being very supportive and flexible during each phase of 

the project. Asked what advice he has for HDC members looking to 

collaborate on similar projects, Burns replied, "first, the agreement should 

be between the developer and the builder with the City acting as the enforcer 

[of the developer's commitment]. At the very least, the builder should be 

involved in the discussion." Burns added, "The parcels for affordable 

housing development should be identified upfront and meet specific criteria 

so the builder has a number of options for development." 

 
Thursday, February 8th marks the Grand Opening of Rose Crest at Talus. 

For those interested in attending please RSVP by calling 425-746-1699. 
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Rose Crest Housing Data 

All 50-units below 60% area median income•
25-units at or below 30% area median income Set asides:•
10 units - transitional/homeless housing  •
8 units - Section 8 replacement  •
10 units - persons with disabilities  •
Total cost: $12 million  •
15 different funders  •
Total area: 2.47 acres  •
Project scope: 6 years from inception to completion •

Federal HUD Funding

From NLIHC Memo to Members Jan. 12, 2007

The House of Representatives and the Senate have agreed to finish the 

uncompleted appropriations business of the 109th Congress by enacting a 

single "joint funding resolution" through this fiscal year which ends 

September 30, 2007. HUD programs will be included in this measure and 

most will be harmed if kept at FY06 funding levels. The House and Senate 

hope to enact the joint funding resolution by February 15 with funding levels 

remaining at FY06 levels. 

 
Many people in HUD-assisted housing programs will suffer if programs are 

funded at FY06 levels. In addition to funding levels, advocates are seeking 

policy changes to fix major policy failings and to extend necessary programs. 

Advocates are pushing for the joint funding resolution to include critical fixes 

to the voucher funding distribution system and to extend HUD's Mark-to-

Market program. Congressional staff members have said that there will be 

few, if any, policy changes in the joint funding resolution. 

 
The following list provides a snapshot of what is at risk: 

Without a $487 million increase above the FY06 level and language 

linking Public Housing Authorities' (PHA) voucher costs to recent 

leasing and cost data, 70,000 vouchers will be cut at local agencies 

in FY07.  

•

 Contracts on at least 107,000 Section 8 project-based units will not 

be able to be renewed in FY07 if Congress does not increase the 

project-based Section 8 budget by $636 million above the FY06 level.  

•

Public housing operating subsidies will be underfunded by about 

25% of what HUD says is needed in FY07, an historic low 

compounding the effects of many years of underfunding. Public 

housing capital needs will continue to be neglected if this fund 

remains at FY06 levels. Public housing has lost more than $1 billion 

in funding since FY01.  

•

 Unless funding is increased by $185 million for FY07, 14,000 
homeless people will face yet another year of homelessness.  

•

 Even people served by smaller programs like Housing for Persons 
with AIDS will be in jeopardy. If the $14 million requested increase for 

HOPWA is not enacted in FY07, 3500 fewer people with AIDS and 

their families will receive housing assistance.  

•

On January 22nd HDC contacted each member of Washington state's 

Federal delegation calling for appropriate funding for all HUD programs. You 

can call the DC offices of your Representative and Senator in support of 

adequate HUD funding. Ask to speak to the staff person in each office who 

deals with housing issues. 

 
Visit www.nlihc.org or email erin@housingconsortium.org to learn how. 

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. Deadline for newsletter 

posting is 25th of the month. All prior postings are erased unless the posting 

organization renews its posting. 

Internship, Capitol Hill Housing •

Development and Communications Director, HCLT •

Program Officer, Impact Capital •

Executive Director, Executive Alliance •

Resource Developer, City of Portland •

Affordable Housing Project Development Manager, City of Bainbridge 

Island 

•

Rental Office Manager, Plymouth Housing Group •

Leasing Agent, Capitol Hill Housing •

President, Intercommunity Mercy Housing •

Asset Manager, Capitol Hill Housing •

Information and Referral Specialist, Washington Homeownership 

Center 

•

Senior Housing Developer, Housing Hope •

Program Assistant for Lending, Impact Capital •
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Director of Human Resources, Plymouth Housing Group •

Property Manager, Plymouth Housing Group •

Resident Manager, Plymouth Housing Group •

Asset Manager, King County Housing Authority •

Building Manager, SCIDPDA •

Executive Director, Delridge Neighborhoods Development Association •

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

Feb. 1, OLYMPIA, WA 

Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day 

•

Feb. 8, ISSAQUAH, WA 

Grand Opening - Rose Crest at Talus 

•

Feb. 8-10, LOS ANGELES, CA 

6th Annual New Partners for Smart Growth 

•

Feb. 26-Mar 1, LONG BEACH, CA 

Rural Leadership: Creating the Future, A National Rural 

Development Conference 

•

Feb. 25-27, WASHINGTON, DC 

National Low Income Housing Coalition 2007 Housing Policy 

Conference 

•

 

A publication of the Housing Development Consortium, www.housingconsortium.org  

811 First Ave, Suite 408 | Seattle, WA 98104 | 206.682.9541 (phone) 206.623.4669 (fax) hdc@housingconsortium.org  

Carla Okigwe, Executive Director | Sarah Lewontin, Board President 

Submissions to: valerie@housingconsortium.org | Deadline for job ads 25th of the month. 

http://www.icontact-archive.com/wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl10glscEZfm7?w=3 Page 4 / 4

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl10glscEZfm7&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.housingconsortium.org%2Fresources%2Fjobs.php%23Director
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl10glscEZfm7&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.housingconsortium.org%2Fresources%2Fjobs.php%23Property
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl10glscEZfm7&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.housingconsortium.org%2Fresources%2Fjobs.php%23Resident
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl10glscEZfm7&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.housingconsortium.org%2Fresources%2Fjobs.php%23Asset
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl10glscEZfm7&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.housingconsortium.org%2Fresources%2Fjobs.php%23Building
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl10glscEZfm7&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.housingconsortium.org%2Fresources%2Fjobs.php%23Executive
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl10glscEZfm7&destination=http%3A%2F%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl10glscEZfm7&destination=http%3A%2F%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl10glscEZfm7&destination=http%3A%2F%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl10glscEZfm7&destination=http%3A%2F%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl10glscEZfm7&destination=http%3A%2F%2F

