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Executive Director Monthly Update

 

We’re all so busy these days that we don’t pause often 

enough and reflect upon our considerable 

achievements. Here are just a few things that HDC and 

its members did right in 2009: 

 
Seattle Housing Levy: No matter how grim or good 2009 

will look from some future perspective, we’ll always have 

this massive victory to look back on with deep 

satisfaction. Not only did a record-number of Seattle 

voters register their personal support of affordable 

housing and their willingness to pay the tab, HDC really 

came into its own as a gritty advocacy organization willing to do the hard-

slogging and decidedly unglamorous work necessary for a successful 

grassroots electoral campaign. 

 
Executive and Staff Transitions: A critical moment for any organization 

comes with changes in leadership. While I’m a little prejudiced on the issue, 

I feel HDC managed the ED transition as well as any organization could (and 

better than many) and without any detrimental outcomes thanks to the 

Board’s diligence and especially Linda Hall’s role as transition guide. 

Replacing two important staff members this summer was also difficult, HDC 

members served on interview panels that were key in making the right hiring 

decisions for the open positions, resulting in Jessica and Karen our two 

newest staffers. 

 
LIHTC HOPE VI Set-Aside Issue: This was an issue that could have gone 

seriously sideways as HDC members with very different positioning in the 

tax credit allocation process were potentially competing for scarce 

resources. The shared values that are the strength of HDC ultimately 

allowed members to put community interest first and the final result reflected 

that commitment. Paul Purcell deserves special recognition for chairing the 

Tax Credit affinity group through this long process and for allowing a free 

exchange of ideas and concerns while working to consensus. 

 
Member Recruitment: HDC membership grew in unexpected ways in 2009. 

We added our first-ever labor organization and expanded our outreach to 

nonprofits with a stake in affordable housing but whose main mission is not 

housing development. Overall HDC is even stronger in terms of 

constituencies and sub-sectors of affordable housing. The new vetting 

process for applicants also has improved our membership process making 

us more mindful and deliberate in choosing our HDC family members. 

 
Fund Development: Increasing our contributed revenue was a goal in 2009 

and thanks to HDC’s loyal members (especially to Paul Lambros our chair 

and MC) the first Annual HDC Luncheon was a rousing success, setting a 

high bar for this year’s version on May 5th. We’ll need your help again in 

2010 to reach our goal. 

 
Affinity Groups and Leadership Development Program: Even in the midst of 

Levy and other advocacy campaign, we increased our focus on member 

services in 2009. Affinity groups, task forces and a revised Leadership 

Development Program are some of the ways we worked to ensure 

members’ receive the value they expect from HDC. Never standing still, we’ll 
be increasing these important offerings in 2010. 

 
2009 was a very intense year for HDC, Board, members and staff alike. 

We came through in fine fashion, a testimony to the quality of the people 

involved and their shared commitment. Let’s make 2010 an even better 

year for HDC and more importantly, for the people we serve. 

You’re Invited!! Vance Open House 

 

Please join HDC, the Washington Low Income Housing Alliance, 

Washington State Farmworker Housing Trust, and other non-profit 

organizations on Thursday, January 7, 2010. Learn about the work that other 

organizations are doing, and enjoy food and drinks on all 14 floors of the 

Vance Building. Be sure to visit us in Suite 709! 
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Monthly Meetings

January 15, 2010 •
12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle 

February 19, 2010 •
12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle 

For more information, contact 

Jessica Nguyen at 206.682.9541 or 

jessica@housingconsortium.org 

In The News

Charity Donations Up For Basic 

Needs 

•

Town Center regulations taking place •

Unexpected 'news' from Nickelsville •

BRIDGE Housing names CEO •

Year in Review: Development way 

down, projects on hold 

•

Federal Home Loan Bank of Seattle 

Announces $2.8 Million of Affordable 

Housing Program (AHP) Awards 

•

 

 
Click here for larger image.

Update from King County

 

Hope you are refueled to launch into a new year, because HDC has some 

great initiatives happening in North and South King County. 

 
North County – The City of Shoreline reached out to HDC for assistance in 

convening homelessness and affordable housing stakeholders. HDC has 

been contacting organizations, community leaders, and electeds in 

preparation for an Affordable Housing Stakeholder Forum. We hope to 

engage people that represent the interests of private, public, nonprofit and 

faith sectors, so that we can develop feasible strategies for preserving and 

producing affordable housing in North County. The North Urban Human 

Services Alliance (NUHSA) published “Tools for Taking Action – Ways for City 

Leaders to Take Action”, and one of the four goals is permanent affordable 

housing for residents. NUHSA is raising awareness of the housing needs 

among local electeds, making this a prime time to engage them in housing 

solutions. HDC will convene the Stakeholder Forum and lead follow-up 

actions that arise from the Forum. The forum will be held in early spring, so 

stay tuned for more details. 

 
If you are interested in participating, please contact Karen at 

karen@housingconsortum.org. 

 
 
South County – HDC is excited that the South King County Housing 

Developers group has resurrected. HDC is staffing the Developers group 

which meets quarterly. In the November meeting, there was renewed 

interest in hosting a housing tour for electeds in South King County. 

Planning is underway, and the event will happen in February/March. If you are 

interested in attending the next South King County Housing Developers 

group, please join us January 19th 2-3:30 at Centennial Building next to 

Kent City Hall, 3rd floor conference room. 

McGinn, Bagshaw, O’Brien Sworn-In, Cuts 
Spending

Mayor takes control of hiring, contracting

HDC staff attended the swearing-in ceremony and reception for new elected 

officials including Mayor McGinn, City Attorney Pete Holmes, and new 

Councilmembers Bagshaw and O’Brien. Each promise change and vow to 

partner with stakeholders including HDC members. Both new 

Councilmembers expressed their eagerness to learn about the Housing 

Levy A&F Plan. We will brief each of them in January. 

 
Mayor McGinn, on his first day in office made four Executive Orders aimed at 

reducing expenses and closing the city’s budget deficit. 

Freezing salaries for senior-level employees and reducing the 

number of furlough days for those employees  

1.

Requiring mayoral office review of new hiring  2.

Requiring mayoral office review of new contracts  3.

Instructing departments to begin a process to reduce the number of 

management and executive level employees by 200 positions.

4.

McGinn’s direction to flatten departmental management structures aligns 

with the structure of his own staff based on this organizational chart his office 

released. 

Seattle Begins Major Comprehensive Plan 
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Update

 

In accordance with the Washington State Growth Management Act, Seattle 

must complete its major update to the Comprehensive Plan, 2030 and 

Beyond, in 2011. Seattle makes amendments to the Comp Plan annually, 

but every seven years makes a major revision. 

 
The city formally announced the beginning of a public process at an Open 

House on November 17th. To stay up to date with opportunities for 

involvement, visit the Department of Planning and Development’s 

Comprehensive Plan page or follow it on facebook. 

 
To view residential growth since 1994 in Urban Centers and Urban Villages, 

click here. 

Seattle Housing Levy Plan Submitted to City 
Council

 

Many HDC members participated in meetings convened by the Office of 

Housing to give input into the Administration and Finance Plan for the 2009 

Housing Levy. OH’s plan has now been submitted to City Council which will 

review and adopt a plan in the first quarter of 2009. Major points of 

discussion have been transit oriented development, cost control, contractor 

bidding requirements, and long-term affordability for homeownership. 

 
Stay tuned to be involved with their further discussions and involvement with 

the City Council. The plan will go before the Housing, Human Services, 

Health and Culture Committee chaired by recently re-elected 

Councilmember Nick Licata. The other committee members are Sally Clark 

and Tom Rasmussen. 

Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day

Save the Date for February 12th, 2010

Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day (HHAD) takes place in Olympia, 

WA on February 12th, 2010. In addition to meeting with your elected officials, 

the day includes: 

Legislative update •
Advocacy training workshops – become a more effective advocate 

beyond HHAD and throughout the legislative session 

•

Meet other housing advocates in the state •

            Register 

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. Deadline for newsletter 

posting is 25th of the month. All prior postings are erased unless the posting 

organization renews its posting. 

Human Resources Generalist, Capitol Hill Housing •

Budget Analyst, Seattle Housing Authority •

Housing Assistant, King County Housing Authority •

Communications Assistant, Wellspring Family Services •

Economic Opportunities Specialist, Building Changes •

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

February 12th, 2010, Olympia, WA 

Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day 

•

May 5th, 2010, Westin Hotel, Seattle, WA 

2nd Annual HDC Luncheon 

•

 

A publication of the Housing Development Consortium, www.housingconsortium.org  

1402 Third Avenue, Suite 709 | Seattle, WA 98101 | 206.682.9541 (phone) 206.623.4669 (fax) hdc@housingconsortium.org  

Harry Hoffman, Executive Director | Heather Beaulieu, Board President 

Submissions to: jessica@housingconsortium.org | Deadline for job ads 25th of the month. 

http://www.icontact-archive.com/wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl8wWss47fQXX?w=3 Page 3 / 3

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl8wWss47fQXX&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2FPlanning%2FSeattle_s_Comprehensive_Plan%2FCitywideUpdate2030Beyond%2Fdefault.asp
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl8wWss47fQXX&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2FPlanning%2FSeattle_s_Comprehensive_Plan%2FOverview%2Fdefault.asp
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl8wWss47fQXX&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpages%2FSeattle-WA%2FSeattle-2030-Beyond%2F168706367835
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl8wWss47fQXX&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.seattle.gov%2Fdpd%2Fcms%2Fgroups%2Fpan%2F%40pan%2F%40plan%2F%40proj%2Fdocuments%2Fweb_informational%2Fdpds017197.pdf
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl8wWss47fQXX&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fsalsa.democracyinaction.org%2Fo%2F2685%2Fl%2Feng%2Fp%2Fsalsa%2Fevent%2Fcommon%2Fpublic%2F%3Fevent_KEY%3D56981
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl8wWss47fQXX&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.housingconsortium.org%2Fresources%2Fjobs.php
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl8wWss47fQXX&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.housingconsortium.org%2Fresources%2Fjobs.php%23hdcoutreach
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl8wWss47fQXX&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.housingconsortium.org%2Fresources%2Fjobs.php%23hdcoutreach
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl8wWss47fQXX&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.housingconsortium.org%2Fresources%2Fjobs.php%23hdcoutreach
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl8wWss47fQXX&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.housingconsortium.org%2Fresources%2Fjobs.php%23hdcoutreach
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl8wWss47fQXX&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.housingconsortium.org%2Fresources%2Fjobs.php%23hdcoutreach
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl8wWss47fQXX&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.housingconsortium.org%2Fresources%2Fworkshops.php
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl8wWss47fQXX&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.housingconsortium.org%2Fresources%2Fworkshops.php

