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unanimously voted to place the 

Housing Levy on the November ballot, 
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Seattle Housing Levy Kickoff 

Party 

Wednesday, July 15 from 5-7 PM 

RSVP to 

levy@commongroundwa.org Enjoy 

food, beer, wine and other 

beverages as you... 

Read More

 

 

Openings and Groundbreakings 

Openings Frederic Ozanam House 

Archdiocesan Housing Authority 

(AHA) The Frederic Ozanam House 

opened on June... 

Read More

 

Job Offerings, Workshops and 

Seminars 

Board Meetings

July 1, 2009 •
9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC  

1000 Second Avenue 

28th Floor, Training Room  

Downtown Seattle, WA 

Monthly Meetings

July 10, 2009 •
12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

WSHFC  

1000 Second Avenue 

28th Floor, Board Room  

Downtown Seattle, WA 

For more information, contact 

Jessica Nguyen at 206.682.9541 or 

jessica@housingconsortium.org 

In The News

HUD Secretary Donovan Encourages 

Communities, Developers to Build 

Energy-Efficient, Affordable Housing 

•

Executive Director Monthly Update

One of the most inspirational and interesting 
tasks I’ve taken on is to visit each of HDC’s 
member organizations this year. To-date I’ve 
visited 18 of the 70-plus members, almost a third. 
I started with the non-profit housing 
developers/providers and the housing authorities 
because their missions and challenges drive so 
much of what we do at HDC. The rest of the 
members won’t be spared as I intend to visit you 
all by summer’s end.  
 
Here are a few of the things I’ve learned about HDC from these 
visits:  
 
1. Each HDC member has its own unique approach to creating 
affordable housing opportunities for the population/communities 
they serve. Members I’ve visited include community development 
corporations, homeownership providers with a range of 
methodologies, shelter and transitional housing providers, a 
community action agency, faith-based organizations and 
technical development expertise providers. 

2. Despite these unique characteristics, there is a strong 
interdependence between members; without fail at every 
meeting I heard how that member was working with other HDC 
members on various projects with mutual benefits – initiatives 
they’ve instigated together based on trust established through 
HDC participation. 

3. There is no “right” way to make affordable housing available 
to those who need it, but rather a set of options, all of them 
complex and each with its own set of risks and opportunities. I’ve 
learned about successful acquisitions, rehabilitations and ground-
up development, as well as some great community support 
stories. 

4. HDC plays a key role in each of its members’ successes, 
through advocacy and member services that optimize each 
organization’s ability to fulfill their mission and provides 
resources that make them more efficient. This was of course 
heartening for me to hear! 

5. At the same time, I’ve heard loudly and clearly that there is still 
more HDC could and should be doing on the member service 
side. These additional services including addressing diversity 
issues in the sector, convening frank discussions between 
members working specific parts of the affordable housing 
continuum and more attention to the geographic diversity and 
unique needs of our countywide membership. 

As I continue my member visits I’m sure I’ll learn more about 
approaches, needs and concerns, all things I need to hear if we 
are to deliver on the promises of HDC membership. I look forward 
to each of these educational and inspiring experiences, if I 
haven’t scheduled with you yet watch for my email requests 
soon!!  

City Council passes Housing Levy—What’s In 
It?

On June 15th, the Seattle City Council voted unanimously to place the 

Housing Levy on the November ballot. HDC members and allies did a great 

job advocating and our efforts paid off. The levy passed by council is 

consistent with HDC’s Housing Levy Principles. 

 
$145 Million Housing Levy – 7 Years 

- Median cost to Seattle homeowners = $65/year or $5.50/month -Produce    
  or preserve 1,850 affordable homes 
- Assist 3,420 households 

 
Rental Production and Preservation: $104,000,000 1,670 homes, 72% of 

total 

- 60% of rental funding to serve people at 30% of median income and 

  below 
- 30% of rental funding can be used for housing serving households with 
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Report: State has small under-supply 

of available homes 

•

U.S. Mayors Want More Generous 

Funding for Metropolitan Mobility 

•

Seattle Mayor Pushes Housing Levy •

Developer finds community in mixed-

use project 

•

 

  incomes up to 60% of median income 
- Up to 10% of rental funding for housing serving households with incomes 

  up to 80% of median income 
Operating and Maintenance (O&M): $14,400,000 220 households, 10% of 

total 

 
Rental Assistance: $4,248,000 3,025 households, 3% of total 

- Funded by $5 million in Federal Stimulus funds for the first two years 

 
Homebuyer Assistance: $9,090,000 180 home purchases, 6% of total 

- May be used to serve households earning up to 80% of median income 

 
Acquisition and Opportunity (A&O) Loans: $6,500,000* 175 households 

- Loans will be made with funds in other levy programs before they are 

  expended 
 
Oversight- no more than 5 members of the Levy Oversight Committee may 

represent organizations who receive levy dollars. 

Yes For Homes Kicks-off 2009 Seattle Housing 
Levy Renewal Campaign 

Attend Kick-Off Event on July 15th 

Now that the City Council has 

unanimously voted to place the 

Housing Levy on the November ballot, 

the Yes For Homes Campaign is 

gearing up to secure the estimated 

100,123 votes needed to win.  Yes For 
Homes is a seperate political 

campaign made up of concerned 

community members and not a function 

of HDC. 
 
The campaign Steering Committee 

held its first meeting on June 26th for a 

briefing on preliminary polling and voter 

targeting. Chaired by Randy Robinson 

of Key Bank, the Steering Committee is comprised of representatives from 

affordable housing, business, labor, the environment, social services, and 

neighborhood organizations. 

 
Over the summer and heavily in the fall, HDC members can volunteer for the 

campaign to publicize the housing levy at community events, doorbell, and 

phonebank. In addition, campaign staff and leaders can work with specific 

member organizations to reach out to your network in a meaningful way.  
Member organizations should clarify the proper amount of 

campaign participation that is appropriate to their IRS status and that falls 
within Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission rules and regulations for 

permissible activity.    
 
Before you do anything else, MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

Seattle Housing Levy Kickoff Party 

Wednesday, July 15 from 5-7 PM 

RSVP to levy@commongroundwa.org 

 
Enjoy food, beer, wine and other beverages as you mingle with friends and 

learn more about the levy! 

 
Swedish Cultural Center 

1920 Dexter Avenue North 

Seattle, WA 98109 

 
The kickoff will feature remarks from Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels and 

Councilmember Richard McIver, chair of the Housing & Economic 

Development Committee. Please share this e-mail with your friends and 

colleagues - everyone is invited to attend. 

 
If you are unable to attend but would like to contribute, you may do so through 

the Yes For Homes website.  
 
For further information, visit www.commongroundwa.org/levy.aspx or 

www.yesforhomes.com 

 
RSVP to levy@commongroundwa.org 

Openings and Groundbreakings

Here are some of the recent and future housing projects 
happening in Seattle 

Openings 

 
Frederic Ozanam House -    
Archdiocesan Housing Authority (AHA) 
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The Frederic Ozanam House opened on June 11, 2009 with a blessing from 

Archbishop Alex J. Brunett of Seattle. The facility provides 56 units of housing 

to chronically homeless senior men. A majority of the tenants are veterans 

and many of the men served by the Frederic Ozanam House have 

disabilities such as addiction, mental illness or physical disabilities. 

Services provided include case management, 24-hour staffing, meal service, 

and a common area with activities such as computers and a pool table to 

help create a safe and supportive living environment. The site is located at 

801 9th Ave., across the street from St. James Cathedral. Read more. 

 
The Bart Harvey - 

Low-Income Housing Initiative (LIHI) 

 
The grand opening and celebration of the Bart Harvey will take place on July 

8, 2009 with a brief tour and program of the facility. Several innovative 

approaches to sustainable and affordable design have been incorporated 

including a Pea Patch and a green, vegetated rooftop. The Bart Harvey 

provides 50 units of housing for low-income, disabled, and homeless 

seniors. The site is located at 430 Minor Ave. N. 

 
Groundbreakings 

 
Monica’s Village Place I - 

Village Spirit Center, Archdiocesan Housing Authority (AHA) 

 
Archbishop Alex J. Brunett of Seattle along with church and community 

leaders participated in the groundbreaking ceremony which took place in 

June 26, 2009. The housing will provide 51 units for homeless and low-

income families and the building will include commercial space, a computer 

room, and a courtyard with a healing/reflection garden and an area for 

children to play. Construction is scheduled to begin August 2009 on the site 

of the parking lot of Catholic Community Services’ Randolph Carter Family 

and Learning Center, located at 100 23rd Ave. S. Read more. 

 
Canaday House - 

Housing First, Downtown Emergency Service Center

 
The groundbreaking ceremony will take place on July 14, 2009. This 

supportive housing building will provide services to chronically homeless 

men and women living with severe and persistent mental illness, chemical 

dependency, developmental disabilities, and physical disabilities ranging 

from diabetes to AIDS. The Canaday House is located at 424 Minor N., next 

to LIHI’s Bart Harvey housing. 

 
 
Stay tuned to the Calender of Events section of HDC’s website for information 

on more Grand Opening and Groundbreaking events. Please share with us 

other affordable housing developments so we can showcase them as well!  

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. Deadline for newsletter 

posting is 25th of the month. All prior postings are erased unless the posting 

organization renews its posting. 

Administrator, Housing Resources Group •

Executive Assistant/Board Liaison, Habitat for Humanity •

Janitor, Plymouth Housing Group •

Assistant Manager at Elizabeth James Senior Housing, Capitol Hill 

Housing 

•

Assistant Manager at Bremer, Capitol Hill Housing •

Assistant Manager at Brewster, Capitol Hill Housing •

Building Specialist, Plymouth Housing Group •

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

Oct. 30, Sheraton Hotel, Seattle, WA  

Low Income Housing Institute - 7th Annual Benefit Austion & 

Banquet 

•
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