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Executive Director Monthly Update

Affordable housing development as HDC 
members now know it is a direct outcome of 
past changes in Federal policies, most 
starting in the mid 1980s. The retreat from 
budgetary commitments to public housing, 
the introduction of tax credits as an alternative 
funding mechanism, the almost-simultaneous 
change in institutional approaches to mental 
illness and a general distancing from the so-
called War on Poverty all created the necessity for non-
profits to fill huge gaps in the social safety net. 
 
As a credit to the creative genius of newly founded 
organizations, their mission-focused leadership and their 
generous supporters of thirty-some years ago, the gap in 
Federal commitment began to be partially filled through the 
methodologies of affordable housing development we now 
consider normal: funding cobbled together from umpteen 
public and private lending and granting sources, the 
predominance of private sector tax credit investor 
requirements and an atmosphere of friendly but very real 
competition for scarce and too-often rare resources. 
 
For the first time in the past 30 years we are again seeing 
significant Federal attention being paid to affordable 
housing. This comes in both the traditional ways of HUD and 
USDA funding mechanisms and in innovations such as the 
National Housing Trust Fund and a host of initiatives such as 
Choice Neighborhoods, Promise Neighborhoods, and 
Sustainable Communities. 
 
The National Housing Trust Fund represents a new funding 
source that could bring $23 million to our state this year 
alone, a much-needed boost in the absence of general state 
funding. HDC has been advocating for this resource for 
years and at this writing we are very close to seeing it funded 
at $1 billion!! 
 
Others of these newer ideas coming out of the other 
Washington reflect both environmental and social equity 
concerns that link affordability, access to mass 
transportation, increased density and conservation of energy 
and water in integrated ways as promoted by the New 
Urbanism and Smart Growth movements. 
 
Given our collective work with public utilities around energy 
and water savings, the Evergreen Standards we already 
build to, our strategic policy relationships with ULI, 
Futurewise and the Cascade Land Conservancy and the 
community-wide focus of our CDC and PDA members, HDC 
members are already headed down the sustainable 
community road. In many ways we are national leaders in 
sustainable communities and HDC staff is working with 
several of our members on the Puget Sound Regional 
Council’s effort to attract planning funding to the region so we 
can enhance that work. 
 
As these new innovations begin to take form, it is critical that 
we in the sector remain open to new concepts and 
opportunities that should allow us to position affordable 
housing as an inseparable part of any community’s plan for 
the future. HDC and its members will be helping to shape 
outcomes and educate members about these opportunities 
in the coming months with the ultimate goal of additional 
resources to house the people we serve or seek to serve. 
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WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle 

July 7, 2010 •
9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle 

Monthly Meetings

June 11, 2010 •
12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle 

July 16, 2010 •
12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle 

For more information, contact 

Jessica Nguyen at 206.682.9541 or 

jessica@housingconsortium.org 

In The News

Housing lessons for Knox: Other 

cities learn key to helping homeless 

is educating the public 

•

Former homeless veteran takes 

message to Capitol Hill 

•

King County Housing Authority 

Achieves Section 8 Housing Choice 

Voucher Program Milestone – 

Reaching 10,000 Voucher Mark 

•

Sammamish Proposing Progressive 
Affordability Regs In Their Town 
Center

On June 1st Sammamish City Council will hold a public 
hearing about their proposed Town Center Development 
Code, including a provision that 10% of all new residential 
development is affordable to households earning 80% AMI. 
The proposed code also allows developers flexibility and 
additional bonuses if they include units with greater 
affordability, such as 50% AMI. Here is the link to the 
Proposed Affordable Housing Code.  
 
HDC members are encouraged to show their support for the 
code and applaud the City of Sammamish for its creative 
use of a policy tools to ensure that those who work in 
Sammamish can also afford to live in the community. 
 
If passed, Sammamish will join two other Eastside cities, 
Redmond and Kirkland, in adopting affordability 
requirements in town centers. ARCH has been instrumental 
in helping these cities select the affordable housing policy 
tools that would best suit their growth plans while ensuring 
they address the shortage of housing for low and moderate 
income households on the Eastside. 
 
HEARING SCHEDULE: The City of Sammamish City 
Council will hold a Public Hearing on June 1, 2010 (possibly 
extended to June 15th). The meeting will begin at 6:30pm at 
the City of Sammamish City Hall, located at 801 - 228th Ave. 
SE, Sammamish. Agenda has not been posted yet. For 
updates visit http://www.ci.sammamish.wa.us/News.aspx?
ID=987 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS SUBMITTED BY 4pm on June 
15th TO: Michael Matthias, Community Development, 
Sammamish City Hall, 801-228th Ave SE, Sammamish, WA 
98075, phone: (425) 295-0539, email: 
 mmatthias@ci.sammamish.wa.us 

Public Hearing on South Downtown 
Rezone on June 2nd 

Important Chance to Support Affordable 
Housing Provisions

by Anna Markee  

 
The final 
and often 
never-
ending 
stage of 
advocacy is 

implementation. Thus, HDC’s work on Incentive Zoning in 
Seattle continues. The current major neighborhood rezone 
before City Council is South Downtown. This encompasses 
eight sub-areas in the neighborhoods of Pioneer Square, the 
Chinatown/ International District, the Stadium areas and a 
small portion of SoDo. 
 
On June 2nd at 5:30 in City Council Chambers at City Hall, 
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the first of two Public Hearings will be held on this rezone. If 
you would like to speak up for affordable housing and other 
community benefits, rsvp to Anna Markee. HDC’s Seattle 
Advocacy Task Force will meet on June 10th at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Another hearing will be held in the Fall after Council begins 
adding their changes to the original legislation. Committee of 
the Built Environment Chair Sally Clark hopes to wrap-up 
work on the rezone by the end of the year. Given the 
complexity of the rezone, I would not recommend holding 
your breath. 
 
The affordable housing provisions that HDC advocated for 
and were adopted in 2008 are included in the proposal. In 
places where the city is considering allowing increased 
height, a voluntary affordable housing incentive program will 
be in place. In addition, a “transferable development right” 
program will be in place to help preserve existing low-
income housing and other historic structures. Many HDC 
members have taken advantage of a similar program 
downtown. 
 
Several HDC members served on the Livable South 
Downtown Advisory Group including Rick Friedhoff from 
Compass Housing Alliance, Tom Im from InterIm, Sarah 
Lewontin from Housing Resources Group, and Cathryn 
Vandenbrink from Artspace. This rezone will touch on a 
variety of dynamic urban issues including homelessness, 
cultural vitality, living wage industrial jobs, community and 
economic development and the needs of artists. Stay tuned 
and expect things to heat up this Fall. 

South King County – Next Housing 
Opportunity Tour

The next “Housing Opportunity Tour” will be in Burien, 
SeaTac and Tukwila. We are in the process of selecting 
good examples of how affordable housing has additional 
benefits such as improved public safety and property 
management, service partnerships available to the 
community or is a catalyst for neighborhood revitalization. If 
your organization has a housing site that would demonstrate 
the added value of affordable housing, please contact 
karen@housingconsortium.org 

GAU Is Now Disability Lifeline

What’s this about a housing voucher program?

The former General Assistance Unemployable (GAU) 
program, managed through the Washington State 
Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) has 
undergone several changes via House Bill 2782 sponsored 
by Rep. Mary Lou Dickerson of the 36th District. 
 
Highlights of the reforms to the GAU program include: 

Renamed “Disability Lifeline” for increased meaning  •

Implements time limit of 24 months in a 60 month 
period 

•

Goes into effect September 1st, 2010 •

Requires participation in chemical dependency 
treatment and vocational rehabilitation when 
appropriate and available 

•

Emphasis on transitioning clients to SSI •

Creation of housing voucher program •

Still $339 per month plus some medical care •

 
Information known about the housing voucher 
associated with Disability Lifeline 
 

Collaboration between DSHS and Department of 
Commerce 

•

Housing vouchers plus $50 per month stipend will be 
offered to new clients 

•
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No amount for the voucher is specified, although given 
severe funding constraints it will likely be $289 

•

If housing supply is found to be inadequate for use of 
such a voucher in a given area, it will not be used and 
clients will be enrolled in the regular Disability Lifeline 
program. 

•

Asset Management & Portfolio 
Preservation 
  

The Housing Development Center (HDC) is launching an 18-
month long Asset Management and Portfolio Preservation 
Curriculum (AMPP) this fall. Asset Management is the 
strategic oversight of a housing portfolio that does indeed 
pay off in increased net cash flow to organizations and 
protection of your properties.  This is increasing in 
importance as investors and lenders are using portfolio 
performance as a decision–making factor in credit reviews.  
 
The goal of HDC’s AMPP Curriculum is to assist nonprofit 
housing sponsors and housing authorities in improving the 
performance of their portfolios and planning for long-term 
viability.  We will work with groups to analyze the physical 
and operational needs of your portfolio and to produce 
preservation plans. AMPP supports owners in building a 
comprehensive asset management system, blending a 
series of formal trainings and several hours of on-site 
technical assistance every other month focused on your 
priorities.  One of the formal trainings is CHAM’s Nuts and 
Bolts of Asset Management.  CHAM stands for the 
Consortium of Housing and Asset Management, a 
designation sponsored by Enterprise Community Partners, 
LISC and NeighborWorks.  
 
The program is open to 4-6 Oregon and Washington 
nonprofits and housing authorities.  HDC will match our 
Meyer Memorial Trust Grant with a select number of 
organizations that have projects in non-metro areas.  We are 
interested in partnerships and coordinated applications to 
the Oregon Housing and Community Development’s RFP on 
capacity building, due June 1.  
 
Please contact Molly C. Rogers if you are interested in 
participating in AMPP.  
 

  
Molly C. Rogers | Housing Development Center 

Asset Management Program Manager

847 NE 19th Avenue, Suite 150, Portland, OR 97232 

Phone: (503) 335-3668 x117 | Fax: (503) 335-0475

www.hdc1.org 

 

Regional, Federal and State Tidbits

Over 70 people came out to Bellevue City Hall for HDC’s 
May member meeting. Among the crowd were Mary 
McBride, HUD Region X Director, and Adrienne Quinn, Vice 
President of Public Policy and Public Relations at Enterprise 
Community Partners.  
 
Mary McBride spoke about changes at HUD where they are 
not only overseeing the implementation of funding dollars, but 
also talking about improvements and looking at the ways in 
which programs are working or not working in our 
communities.  
 
Adrienne Quinn encouraged members to focus on federal 
advocacy and thank Senator Cantwell for her work on the tax 
credit extender bill. Visit Enterprise’s Action Center for 
federal advocacy resources.  
 
Local and state funders also announced a tentative NOFA 
schedule. See the May newsletter for a summary. 
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Upcoming HDC Affinity Group 
Meetings

Affordable Homeownership – June 3, 1-2:30 pm, Vance 
Building  
 
Fundraising – June 4, 9:30-10:30 am, Vance Building  
 
Preservation & Rehabilitation – June 8, 9:00-10:30 am, 
Vance Building  
 
Successful Design – June 9, 12:00-1:30 pm, GGLO  
 
Asset & Property Management – June 23, 2:00-3:30 pm, 
Impact Capital 

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. Deadline for newsletter 

posting is 25th of the month. All prior postings are erased unless the posting 

organization renews its posting. 

Assistant Resident Manager – Holiday Apartments, Capitol Hill Housing •

Director of Human Resources and Employee Development, San 

Antonio Housing Authority 

•

Major Gifts Officer, Lutheran Community Services Northwest •

Video Production Intern, Washington State Farmworker Housing Trust •

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

June 3rd, 2010, Everett, WA 

Housing Consortium of Everett and Snohomish County Annual 

Affordable Housing Conference 

•

HOUSINGnews
 

A publication of the Housing Development Consortium, www.housingconsortium.org  

1402 Third Avenue, Suite 709 | Seattle, WA 98101 | 206.682.9541 (phone) 206.623.4669 (fax) hdc@housingconsortium.org  

Harry Hoffman, Executive Director | Heather Beaulieu, Board President 

Submissions to: jessica@housingconsortium.org | Deadline for job ads 25th of the month. 
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