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March 7, 2012 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

April 4, 2012 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

 

March 16, 2012 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

April 13, 2012 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

 

 

For more information, contact 

Jessica Nguyen at 206.682.9541 or 

jessica@housingconsortium.org
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Executive Director Monthly Update
 

Here at HDC we sometimes talk about our 

advocacy efforts and our member services as 

two separate sets of activities – one focused on 

securing resources, fostering sound policy and 

making regulatory processes work for our 

members and the other all about skills sharing, 

education, collaborative relationships, 

professional development and creating 

efficiencies within our sector.

 

In truth though, all of the things HDC does are 

member services. Our advocacy is targeted at issues and initiatives 

that enable you to do your work, fulfill your mission and apply your 

craft for the public good. What better service to our members could 

we possibly provide?

 

As I write this column, the State Senate has just passed the 

Document Recording Fee bill on a bipartisan 38-17 vote, following 

the House’s passage of this same measure. This is a major 

accomplishment and a great victory; thousands of homeless and at

-risk individuals and families in King County and around the state 

will be able to receive more housing opportunities and increased 

supportive services. I want to thank all of you who have gone to 

Olympia to testify or have written and made calls in support of this 

initiative.

 

But wait, we’re not done yet!! There is one week to go in the 2012 

Regular Session and we still have to renew the State Housing Trust 

Fund, the primary state-provided affordable housing funding 

mechanism.

 

We all know the importance of the Housing Trust Fund in getting 

projects into the ground. King County has traditionally received 

about 40% of the total trust fund allocation and most of those 

dollars go to HDC member projects to leverage local, federal, 

private and philanthropic investments at a 3-1 or greater ratio and 

create the best affordable housing in the nation.

 

Before the session ends on March 8th we need both legislative 

bodies to pass their respective Supplemental Capital Budgets with 

$100 million for the Housing Trust Fund.

 

Our champions in the House have done their part with a $98 million 

trust fund inclusion, now we have to get the Senate to match that 

number before final negotiations begin.

 

Here’s what you should do right now: Call or email Senator Ed 

Murray, chair of the Senate Ways and Means Committee from 

Seattle’s 43rd District, and tell him that King County needs a 

renewed Housing Trust Fund at $100 million in the Senate’s 

Supplemental Capital Budget (PSSB 6074). The Senate has 

proposed only $30 million and that just isn’t enough to move the 

many viable projects out of the pipeline and into construction.

 

The phone number for Senator Murray’s office is (360) 786-7628 

and his email address is Edward.Murray@leg.wa.gov.  Tell him the 
Housing Trust Fund makes our communities whole by making 

housing affordable to all, provides much needed jobs in the hard-hit 

construction industry – jobs that can’t be outsourced! - and 

generates significant and precious sales tax revenues.

 

Please make those calls and send those emails today and we’ll 
celebrate the victory on March 23rd at the HDC Luncheon!

2012 Advocacy Agenda Issue Spotlight 

Extend the Homeless Housing and Assistance Act Document 

Recording Fee 

 

Breaking News: On February 29, the State Senate passed the 

Document Recording Fee HB 2048/SB 5952.  Passage of this HDC 
priority bill means that document recording fees, which fund critical 

homeless programs at the state and local level will not expire next 

year—and instead will extend for four more years. 

 

In this very challenging legislative session, your advocacy made a 

difference! 
 

      Tweet Share this Page:  
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Completion of 52,400-Square-

Foot Navos Behavioral Health 

Care Campus in Burien, WA 

Using Home Health Care to 

Help Senior Housing Residents 

Age in Place 

•

Housing Project To Be Named 

In Honor Of Ernestine 

Anderson 

•

 

As a result of our targeted outreach and education, HB 2048/SB 

5952 received bipartisan support, with yea votes from most King 

County Senators including, Senators Hill, Fain and Litzow.

 

We owe a great deal of thanks to all of our members who visited 

Olympia, shared their stories, and emailed their legislators. And, we 

owe thanks to our partners—the Washington Low Income Housing 

Alliance, Committee to End Homelessness, Seattle King-County 

Coalition on Homelessness, and many others—who expertly 

coordinated efforts to reach our shared goal.

 

HB 2048/SB will help to meet a critical need in King County. The 

surcharge will add a new $10 fee to help make up for lost revenue 

to state and county homeless programs due to a downfall in the 

number of real estate transactions. In 2005, the Washington State 

Legislature passed the Homeless Housing and Assistance Act that 

authorizes Washington State, and King County to collect this fee to 

help fund housing assistance programs for homeless individuals. 

The administration of this fund is shared between the state and 

county governments.

 

This surcharge will now continue to fund important, proven 

programs and services such as:

Homeless Housing Program•

Homeless Family Shelters•

Independent Youth Housing•

Transitional Housing Operations and Rent Program•

Housing vouchers•

Eviction Prevention Services•

Please contact your Senator and thank them for their support of 

this important bill. See how your Senator voted here.

Important Announcements about HDC's 4th 
Annual Luncheon 

 

We are pleased to announce Tom Tierney 

as the recipient of the Carla Okigwe 

Leadership Award in recognition of his 

many years of dedication and leadership 

within the affordable housing community. 
 

Since 2004, Tierney has served as Executive 

Director of Seattle Housing Authority, leading 

the organization through the redevelopments 

of the High Point community, Rainier Vista, 

and the final phase of New Holly.  In times 
when federal funding has been drastically reduced, Seattle Housing 

Authority has continued to increase the availability of affordable 

housing and serve more low income families in our communities. 

 Tierney has announced that he will retire from his position in 
August 2012.

 

“The housing authority has been fortunate to have Tom at the helm 

over this time of challenge and opportunity. His leadership has 

been marked by a spirit of partnership with other agencies across 

the city and genuine appreciation of both the strengths and 

challenges of Seattle’s low-income residents.”   - John Littel, SHA 

Board Chair

 

Please Join Us!
 

March 23, 2012 

Grand Hyatt Seattle – 721 Pine Street 

11:30-12:00 Networking 

12:00-1:30 Lunch and Program

 

Tables are filling up!  Register as an individual guest to reserve 

your seat today.

 

Sponsorship opportunities are available.  Confirm your 
sponsorship level by March 7th to ensure program recognition.

 

Be a Table Captain.  Help spread the word about HDC and 
affordable housing in King County by inviting 11 other guests to join 

you at a table.  Be creative – invite Board members, friends, 

colleagues, and anyone who believes that everyone should have 

the opportunity to live in safe, healthy, and affordable home.  
 

There is no cost to attend.  Guests will have the opportunity to make 
a personal donation at the event.

 

Keynote speaker: 

Angela Glover Blackwell, Founder and CEO of PolicyLink

 

Angela Glover Blackwell is founder 

and chief executive officer of 

PolicyLink, a national research and 
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action institute which works to 

advance economic and social equity.  
Under Blackwell’s leadership, 

PolicyLink has become a leading 

voice in the movement to use public 

policy to improve access and 

opportunity for all low-income people 

and communities of color, particularly in the areas of health, 

housing, transportation, education, and infrastructure.  Her areas of 
expertise include issues of race, poverty, and equitable 

development.

 

As a leading voice in the movement for equity in America, Blackwell 

has appeared on Nightline, PBS’s NOW, and is a frequent 

commentator on public radio’s Marketplace and The Tavis Smiley 

Show. She has also been featured on the opinion pages of The 

New York Times, the Los Angeles Times, and the San Francisco 

Chronicle.

 

Thank you to our Leadership Sponsor, Key Bank, and our other 

event sponsors.

 

 

 

For more information, please visit www.housingconsortium.org. 

Please contact Jessica Nguyen at (206) 682-9541 or 

jessica@housingconsortium.org with any questions.

Compass Housing Alliance Project Recognized 
in National Publication 

 

The January/February 2012 edition of URBANLAND (ULX, The Art of 

Affordable Housing, page 33), the magazine of the Urban Land 

Institute (ULI), recognized Compass Housing Alliance’s Compass 

Veteran’s Center in Renton for “creative design approaches to 

provide appealing environments while controlling costs”.
 

The Compass Renton project was among ten affordable housing 

projects the article highlighted located in places as diverse as 

Queensland, Australia, Winnipeg, Manitoba and Brooklyn, New 

York.

 

The project in Renton was singled out for the way the design 

manages two different types of veteran housing needs; 

accommodations suitable for individuals and accommodations 

suitable for families. The building provides two separate wings for 

security purposes, one for each population, as well as shared 

lobbies and community rooms to foster interactions between the 

two populations. Use of a post-tensioned concrete slab was 

singled out in the article as a cost-saving measure.

 

Congratulations to HDC member Compass Housing Alliance for 

this well-deserved recognition.

Member Highlight: Community Frameworks 

Member since 2011 

 

Community Frameworks has been 

building affordable housing and 

vital communities for over 35 years. 

Known as Northwest Regional 

Facilitators for most of its existence, 

Community Frameworks changed its name and refocused its 

mission solely around providing affordable housing in 2004.  We 
believe strongly in providing the full continuum of both rental and 

homeownership as a framework for stable communities.  
Community Frameworks is proud not only of the housing it 

develops itself, but also the housing that it facilitates as a 

consultant, as a result of technical assistance and direct financing.

 

The largest component of Community Frameworks’ work takes 

place through the SHOP program. Community Frameworks has 

been a HUD Self-Help Homeownership Opportunity Program 

(SHOP) grantee since 1996.  This program provides both technical 
and financial assistance to over 40 homeownership programs 

across the Northwest and we are eager to work with new housing 

providers.  The SHOP program provides pass-through financing in 

the form of 10-year, zero-interest, forgivable loans for land 

acquisition or infrastructure development, at an average of $15,000 

per lot.  These funds may be revolved by the Affiliate on sale of the 
lots for similar eligible uses supporting future self-help projects, or 

may be revolved to home buying clients as soft-second mortgages 

that increase the affordability of their homes.  Frameworks has 
administered $46,000,000 in SHOP funds in support of the 

development of nearly 3,000 homeownership units.
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In addition to financial assistance, the SHOP program sponsors 

annual conferences for current and prospective SHOP Affiliates.  
These conferences provide training on various aspects of self-help 

housing development, innovative home design, marketing, funding 

diversification, public funder regulations, and many other related 

topics.  These also provide a venue for project sponsors to share 
information, engage in peer-to-peer learning, and promote mutual 

capacity building.  Through government and philanthropic financial 
support Frameworks is also increasing the availability of online 

technical assistance tools specific to sweat equity housing, such as 

the provision of sample program management documents, a 

discussion forum, and webinars.

 

Community Frameworks began directly developing homeownership 

units through our HomeStarts program.  HomeStarts helps low 
income households in the Spokane market build an affordable new 

home using their own “sweat equity,” as well as down payment 

assistance from Frameworks.  Since inception, this program has 
helped build over 170 homes and condominiums, with three active 

subdivisions in process.  While some of the homes have been in 
urban infill locations, others have been in designated rural areas 

and used USDA financing.

 

This program has been expanded to Community Frameworks’ 
Bremerton location.  “Built in Bremerton” (BiB) is a homeownership 

program whose goal is to be an agent for economic and housing 

revitalization in Bremerton.  BiB offers first time homebuyers the 
opportunity to purchase and renovate an existing home in core 

Bremerton neighborhoods, with financial, technical, and 

construction assistance from Community Frameworks and its 

partners. 
 

Community Frameworks’ rental housing work has long been 

primarily as a development consultant, developing housing for other 

organizations who lack the capacity.  As a development consultant 
Community Frameworks has experience assisting clients on 

projects from initial conception through funding, construction, and 

the first year of occupancy.  While some of these projects have been 
large new construction projects, staff are particularly proud of work 

in developing smaller projects for special needs populations in 

rural areas, including housing for the homeless, mentally ill, 

seniors, survivors of domestic violence, and the disabled.  These 
projects often not only provide essential services across the state, 

they also typically bolster the local agencies that sponsored them. 
 

For more information, please visit www.communityframeworks.org.

Upcoming Affinity Group & Interest Area 
Meetings 

 

Affinity Groups 

 

Affordable Homeownership – March 15, 1:30-3:00 pm, Vance 

Building

 

Affordable Senior Housing – March 6, 11:30-12:30 pm, Vance 

Building

 

Asset & Property Management – March 28, 2:00-3:30 pm, Impact 

Capital

 

Resident Services – March 30, 1:30-3:00 pm, Location TBD

 

Successful Design – March 29, 12:00-1:30 pm, Dekko Place

Tax Credits – March 7, 11:00-12:30 am, WSHFC

 

Interest Areas 

 

North King County Housing and Homelessness Workgroup – 

March 14, 11:00-1:00 pm, Shoreline City Hall

 

South King County Developers Workgroup – April 24, 2:00-4:00 

pm, Location TBD

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations 

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. 

Deadline for newsletter posting is 25th of the month. All prior 

postings are erased unless the posting organization renews its 

posting. 

Executive Director, Housing Consortium of Everett and 

Snohomish County

•

Asset Manager, Enterprise Community Investment•

Development Associate, Beacon Development Group•

Executive Director, Seattle Housing Authority•
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Residential Services Coordinator, Catholic Housing 

Services

•

 

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

March 21-23, New Orleans, LA 

Housing First Partners' Conference

•

March 25-28, Washington, DC 

NLIHC Housing Policy Conference & Lobby Day

•

Member Events

March 3, Seattle, WA 

Plymouth Housing Group Seattle Dances! Gala and Auction

•

March 10, Seattle, WA 

Compass Housing Alliance Auction

•

March 13, Seattle, WA 

Habitat for Humanity Key to Hope Breakfast

•

March 22, Seattle, WA 

YouthCare's 27th Annual Luncheon

•

March 22, Seattle, WA 

HDC's 4th Annual Luncheon 

 

•

 

A publication of the Housing Development Consortium, www.housingconsortium.org 

1402 Third Ave, Suite 1230 | Seattle, WA 98101 | 206.682.9541 (phone) 206.623.4669 (fax) hdc@housingconsortium.org 

Harry Hoffman, Executive Director | Marty Kooistra, Board President

Submissions to: jessica@housingconsortium.org | Deadline for job ads 25th of the month.
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