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HRG Celebrates Opening of Affordable 
Housing in Wallingford 

At a community celebration on 

Thursday, March 1, 2007, the 

Board of Directors and staff of 

Housing Resources Group 

(HRG) announced the opening of 

their newest affordable housing 

development, Stone Way 

Apartments. Located on a 

prominent corner of Seattle’s 

Wallingford neighborhood, these 

70 affordable studios, 1, 2 and 3 

bedroom apartments are central 

to the neighborhood’s 

commercial district, transportation, public education, parks and libraries. 

Individuals and families who earn 30 to 60 percent of the median income will 

be joining the Wallingford community in calling Stone Way home.

 
The community celebration was well attended by friends, neighbors, 

chamber of commerce, local government, and corporate partners. The 

event’s “green” theme included paper reduction by sending invitations 

electronically, and HRG presented gifts to funders and development partners 

made with 100% recycled materials. US Bank sponsored a gift of a transit 

pass for each of Stone Way’s new residents.

 
The Stone Way Apartments resulted from the collaboration between Housing 

Resources Group and the Seattle Housing Authority (SHA) – the former 

owner of the site. In exchange for project financing and a below market price, 

HRG provided replacement housing for the Holly Park HOPE VI 

redevelopment.

 
Housing Resources Group is 

excited to reveal the anticipation of 

Stone Way’s ability to achieve a 

LEED Silver rating and be the City of 

Seattle’s first LEED Silver affordable 

housing development. The 

certification process has a rigorous 

set of criteria to achieve this 

certification such as substantially 

exceeding the energy code and 

diverting 98% of construction waste 

from land fills. The project includes 

several sustainable elements such 

as improved indoor environmental 

quality (with low VOC carpeting and 

paint), drought tolerant plants and 

drip irrigation, roof mounted solar 

panels, and bike storage for tenants 

to name a few.

 
Funding for this development was made in partnership by the lender US 

Bank and investor National Equity Fund. Additional funding and partnerships 

include: City of Seattle Office of Housing, Seattle Housing Authority, 

Washington State Housing Trust Fund, Federal Home Loan Bank, Bill & 

Melinda Gates Foundation - Sound Families, King County Developmental 

Disabilities Division, Seattle City Light BUILT SMART and the Washington 

State Housing Finance Commission. A partnership with YWCA has been 

formed to assist the units funded through the Gates foundation with case 

management services for those transitioning out of homelessness.

 
It has been quoted “it takes a village to raise a family”. Housing Resources 

Group believes that Stone Way takes that concept a step further. It is an 

example of how a remarkable neighborhood that honors tradition and shows 

great community pride can partner with a nonprofit to bring much needed 

affordable living, innovative design and living green to their neighbors, 

friends and their community. 

HDC Promotes Incentive Zoning 
HDC’s ongoing “Future of the Field” exploration has made it clear that the for

-profit development community will have to play a significant affordable 

housing production role if King County is to have adequate affordable 

housing. Within this context, the combination of broader regulatory authority 

granted to local jurisdictions by the State, along with multiple large scale 

rezones under consideration in Seattle and suburban King County, has 

brought the issue of Incentive Zoning to the forefront.
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In The News

Senators blame mortgage crisis on 

"neglect" by Fed, Greenspan 

•

Extra policing of rental housing is 

costing Des Moines landlords   
•

Houses here cost more than you 

think 

•

Coalition warns of "mortgage 

tsunami," urges reform 

•

 

At its March 16th membership meeting, HDC members adopted a set of 

Incentive Zoning Principles developed by HDC’s zoning affinity group to 

guide HDC’s advocacy work on this issue going forward. These principles 

are intended to be broad and basic. Additional layers of detail will be 

developed by the zoning affinity group in the coming months and added to 

the principles.

 
The next step for HDC is to engage elected officials in Seattle and King 

County in a conversation about the importance of Incentive Zoning as a tool 

to help address our region’s affordable housing deficit. If you are interested 

in getting involved in this effort, contact Sheldon Cooper, affinity group chair 

at sheldon@homesteadclt.org. 

Power in the Other Washington 
Many of the affordable housing advocates attending the National Low 

Income Housing Coalition’s annual policy conference may have been 

familiar with Washington, DC, but this year they found themselves in 

somewhat unfamiliar territory. For the first time in more than six years the 

U.S. Congress is currently being led by champions for affordable housing. 

Affordable housing advocates now have the opportunity to recoup some of 

the losses of the last few years, if we seize the chance.

 
On February 27th HDC Field Director Erin Hiemstra, WLIHA Executive 

Director Ben Gitenstein, AIDS Housing of Washington Director of Business 

Development Donald Chamberlain, Emily Paddison of the Tenants Union of 

Washington, and residents of Benson East Tenants Association in Kent 

seized the opportunity to meet with the majority of Washington’s federal 

delegation.

 
With the changeover in Congressional leadership following the 2006 

elections, Washington State Senior Senator Patty Murray now controls the 

purse strings of the Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

Already a champion for housing issues, Senator Murray’s legislative aides 

are looking to work with housing advocates in Washington State to begin 

recovering from the regressive policies of the last six years. Opportunities for 

real change include expanding Section 8 to include farm worker housing, 

reforming the FHA loan program, and making technical fixes to HUD funding 

formulas, all of which could have direct positive impacts in Washington 

State.

 
The residents of Benson East Tenants Association traveled to Washington 

DC to talk to their Representatives and Senators about the importance of 

Section 8 vouchers. The tenants spoke passionately about the quality of life 

they enjoy in their project based tenant controlled Section 8 building in Kent 

as well as their desire for others to have the same opportunity. In addition to 

inviting each of their Representatives to visit their building in Kent for a tour 

and a home cooked meal, the tenants also talked about the Section 8 

Voucher Reform Act (SEVRA), the bill in the House of Representatives to 

overhaul the Section 8 voucher program. The tenants are concerned about 

the proposed expansion of the Moving to Work Program, a pilot project giving 

more programmatic flexibility to a small number of housing authorities 

around the country, including the King County, Seattle, and Vancouver 

Housing Authorities. Expansion of Moving to Work is not currently included in 

SEVRA, but may be added via amendment later in the year.

 
In addition to monitoring federal funding, housing advocates have the 

chance to proactively inform the development and improvement of federal 

housing programs. Congressional offices look to their stakeholders to 

explain the impact of federal policy and provide substantive examples with 

which to illustrate the importance of housing issues. In the coming months, 

HDC will continue to work with our Congressional delegation to make real 

positive impacts on affordable housing here at home and across the country. 

If you are interested in getting more information about this work, please join 

HDC’s Federal Issues Affinity Group by sending an email to 

hdc@housingconsortium.org. 

Possible Agreement on National Housing Trust 
Fund 
Legislation creating an independent regulator with expanded authority over 

Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, and the 12 Federal Home Loan Banks is expected 

to move quickly in the U.S. House, reported Congressional Quarterly Today. 

Past attempts to tighten regulation of the two companies have generated 

disagreement over such issues as whether to create an affordable housing 

trust fund or limit the companies' investment portfolios, the article said. The 

new bill, by Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.), chairman of the House Financial 

Services Committee, reflects a compromise, the article said. Under the 

measure, a percentage of the companies' portfolios -- as much as $500 

million each year -- would go toward housing programs for disadvantaged 

populations. First-year funds would be set aside for Gulf Coast housing 

efforts. The Treasury Department has endorsed the proposal, but some 

House members oppose the fund, saying it would raise housing costs 

overall, the article said. Housing advocates favor the fund, saying it would 

support state affordable housing initiatives. A markup on the bill is 

scheduled for March 28. 

 
Source: KnowledgePlex Week-in-Review, March 22, 2007 

News from CTED’s Policy Advisory Team 
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Meeting 3/8/07 
The state Department of Community, Trade and Economic Development 

was charged by the legislature to develop green building standards for 

Housing Trust Fund projects. The new Evergreen Sustainable Development 

Criteria and logo will soon be officially announced. Following that, CTED will 

be holding trainings on the criteria across the state—green building 101, 

building envelope, energy savings, and design charrette. These will be 

repeated through 2008.

 
The state has redesigned its homeownership funding procedures and 

expects to fund about 12% of the HTF for homeownership. Homeownership 

programs will compete among themselves and funds will be allocated 

through a pipeline production stream after program/organization capacity 

assessments.

 
Surprises from the spring round Stage 1 applications: There are many more 

projects expecting to use tax credits than anticipated--$14 million, when only 

about $24 million will be available (based on the Governor’s proposed 

budget). CTED and WSHFC want to signal: Use CTED’s fall round to set up 

your development for tax credits, then apply to the following WSHFC tax credit 

round. CTED’s spring round is supposed to be for non-tax credit projects 

and “tax credit clean up.” 

Parting Words (For Now)

An interview with Paul Fischburg, founder and executive director of the 

Delridge Neighborhoods Development Association, which recently 

celebrated its 10th anniversary.  Paul is retiring from leadership with 
DNDA to explore new directions.

 
Q - What caused you to found DNDA? 

A - I was working at CHHIP as a Project Manager 

while my wife and I were developing the cohousing 

community in Delridge where we would live. That 

process put me in touch with community leaders, 

and I got involved in conversations about 

community development. I remember one meeting 

at the Delridge Community Center where 

representatives from LISC, the Seattle Office of 

Economic Development, Washington Association 

for Community Economic Development, 

Department of Community Development and others 

came to describe what a community development 

corporation is…but it was a room full of people to 

help, and very few people from the community. I 

realized there needed to be someone willing to spend time organizing the 

community side. Around the same time, the creation of the Seattle 

Community Development Collaborative presented the possibility of some 

operating support, and the new neighborhood plan process provided a 

potential focus.

 
So I quit, bought a computer to put in our spare bedroom, and put together a 

group of about 12 people who met weekly to figure out what this new 

organization might be and we created DNDA in 1996. 

 
Q - What are the important things you have learned since?

A - I have loved the process of creating. You have an idea, but all of the 

details are out of focus. All you can do is you walk toward it, and things 

inevitably come into focus. When I look back, I am tremendously gratified. I 

couldn’t have imagined the Youngstown Arts Center, our partnership with the 

food bank, the family housing back when we were conceiving of the 

organization.

 
I also think that relationships are more important than anything else. They 

make work satisfying as you do it, and they are critical to bringing everyone to 

the table with the special skills needed for the best outcome. I want to put in 

a word of thanks to this incredible community of housing advocates, 

developers, designers, funders and builders. It’s been tremendous being 

part of this smart and caring group of folks. Carry on! 

Updated HDC Income/Rent Affordability Chart 
Each year HDC produces a handy chart showing how much a household 

can afford to pay for housing at different income levels varying from minimum 

wage, poverty, and 30%, 50% and 80% of median income. It is posted on our 

website. Click here to get your copy. 

 

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. Deadline for newsletter 

posting is 25th of the month. All prior postings are erased unless the posting 

organization renews its posting. 

Homeownership Program Manager, Homestead Community Land 

Trust 

•

Housing Assistant, Low Income Housing Institute •

Director of Finance, Low Income Housing Institute •

Director of Resident/Supportive Services, Low Income Housing •
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Institute 

Resident Manager, Low Income Housing Institute •

Associate Program Officer - Lending, Impact Capital •

Compliance Specialist, Housing Resources Group •

Financial Manager, Common Ground •

Building Specialist, Plymouth Housing Group •

Chief Financial Officer, Plymouth Housing Group •

Program Director, East Bay Housing Organizations (Oakland, CA) •

Director of Housing & Neighborhood Services, City of Roanoke, VA •

Property Supervisor, Mercy Housing •

Senior Housing Developer, Low Income Housing Institute •

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

March 28, SEATTLE, WA  

Sustainability & Historic Preservation - The untapped potential in 

old buildings 

•

March 29-30, WASHINGTON, DC 

Community Affairs Research Conference: Financing Community 

Development 

•

April 3, SEATTLE, WA 

Using LEED for New Construction on Historic Projects 

•

April 13, SEATTLE, WA 

Practical Guide to Zoning and Land Use Law 

•

April 18-21, SEATTLE, WA 

Creating Livable Communities – Smart, Sustainable, Innovative 

•

April 23-26, WENATCHEE, WA 

Planting the Seeds of Future Success - in Affordable Rural 

Housing 

•

April 25, BELLEVUE, WA 

Washington State Nonprofit Conference 

•

May 7-11, PHOENIX, AZ 

Neighborworks Training Institute 

•

May 9 – 11, YAKIMA, WA 

Making Connections: Navigating the Journey HOME 

•
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