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March 2, 2011 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 
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Seattle Flagship REI, North Room 
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Executive Director Monthly Update
 

I don’t know about you but it seems to me we’ve 

had serious winter weather for at least the past 

five months with no relief in sight. For most of us 

it’s an inconvenience and something to gripe 

about but for the 2,500 homeless without shelter 

in King County it’s a basic survival issue. Many of 

you participated in January’s One Night Count 

along with elected officials and service providers 

and you know first-hand what those conditions 

are like and how necessary it is to address them 

through targeted affordable housing and 

supportive services options.

 

Think what those numbers might have been if HDC’s members 

hadn’t spent the past couple of decades working to provide housing 

and services solutions for both the homeless and those at risk of 

becoming homeless – we’d likely see 10,000 or more people living 

on the streets, in cars, under highway overpasses and in makeshift 

tents in wooded areas. While the job isn’t done yet, we’ve proven 

that given adequate resources we have a set of solutions that really 

work.

 

On the subject of resources; the 2011 Legislative Session 

continues to grind away in Olympia. We’ve lost some good housing-

related bills, seen others seriously watered down and also have 

some key legislation maintaining positive momentum. Especially 

critical to HDC members and the people we serve are two issues; 

the capital budget from which the Housing Trust Fund originates 

and HB 1997 which offers a brand new source of funding for 

workforce housing specifically for King County. Both of these are 

very much alive in the Capitol and you can expect calls to action 

from HDC and WLIHA in the coming months to push them both 

forward.

 

The Legislative Session is scheduled to end on April 25th and just 

a few days later on the 29th we’ll be celebrating the Third Annual 

HDC Luncheon with keynote speaker Shelley Poticha, Director of 

HUD’s Sustainable Housing and Communities effort. You can 

expect a lively and educational afternoon in which we will celebrate 

HDC and its members’ accomplishments and take a look ahead at 

our shared opportunities and challenges as work together for a 

King County in which no one is homeless and everyone has a safe, 

decent and truly affordable home.

 

I hope you’ll join us that day as a sponsor, as a sponsor’s guest or 

as an individual guest. Details are elsewhere in this newsletter; 

contact me at harry@housingconsortium.org about sponsorship 
opportunities and Jessica Nguyen at 

jessica@housingconsortium.org for individual guest registration. 
We hope to see you there.

Join Us at HDC's Third Annual Luncheon 

 

Please join us on Friday, April 29th to celebrate the Housing 

Development Consortium of Seattle-King County’s achievements in 

the past 12 months, to raise money to support our future activities 

and to hear our Keynote Speaker, Shelley Poticha the Director for 

Office of Sustainable Housing and Communities for HUD and a 

recognized expert on the role of affordable housing in transit 

oriented communities. 

 

Time: 11:30 am to 1:30 pm – Networking from 11:30 am until 12:00 

pm seating for lunch and program  

 

Place: The Grand Hyatt Seattle Ballroom, 721 Pine Street

 

The Attendees: You and 500 affordable housing leaders and 

practitioners from throughout King County

 

Please RSVP to: jessica@housingconsortium.org

Seattle City Council Passes MFTE Renewal 
 

On February 28, 2011 Seattle City Council voted 8-0 (Burgess, 

absent) to pass CB 117110, the Multi-Family Property Tax 
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For more information, contact 

Jessica Nguyen at 206.682.9541 or 

jessica@housingconsortium.org

 

Safeco Stadium taxes bill 

finally drops with money 

shifting to art, housing and 

convention center 

•

Census Bureau Releases 

Detailed Data on Seattle Metro 

Area Housing 

•

Grounds for Disruption •

Public housing gets a green 

makeover 

•

Seattle's Environmental Works 

builds for the least of us 

•

Exemption Program (MFTE) renewal. This renewal sets the 

affordability levels at 65 percent of AMI for studio units, at or below 

75 percent AMI for one bedroom units, and at or below 85 percent of 

AMI for two bedroom and larger units. In addition, the renewal 

removes the requirement to pass a Council resolution for every 

project, resulting in a reduction of the fee by half.  Councilmember 
Nick Licata’s amendment, which would have set affordability limits 

at or below 70 percent for one-bedroom units and at or below 80 

percent of AMI for two bedroom units, failed 6-2 with 

Councilmember O’Brien voting yes.

 

MFTE has a proven record of engaging private and nonprofit 

developers to meet the needs of low and moderate-wage workers 

and their families, so we are pleased that city council took swift 

action on this issue. Thank you to all of our members who testified 

and sent letters in support of the MFTE program.

Karen's Farewell Message 

 

Some will say my devotion to HDC’s Suburban Cities explains why I 

am transitioning to a job in Auburn….others will note it is not very 

“sustainable communities” of me to commute so far between home 

and work.  Both are true.
 

I have many HDC members to thank for the headway we made in 

expanding HDC’s presence in communities across the King 

County.  I won’t pretend that we achieved equal success in all 38 

cities—yet—but we fine-tuned our approach by learning from 

communities and developing regionally specific strategies to 

promote affordability for all residents.

 

Here are some highlights of what we learned about housing 

strategies from around the county: 

 

During four Housing Opportunity Tours I lead in South King 

County, it was clear that cities are focused on addressing 

economic development, poor housing conditions, and the 

intensive demographic shift which made many cities 

majority minority populations and increased poverty over the 

last ten years.  In South King County cities, successful 
affordable housing strategies rehabilitate deteriorating 

housing stock, bring social services that strengthen 

opportunities for lower income households, and contribute 

to neighborhood revitalization that spurs economic 

development.    
 

•

In East King County, where rents are highest in the county, 

cities have implemented affordability requirements in new 

developments and contribute to the pooled capital ARCH 

Housing Trust Fund.  HDC increased its public testimony in 
these cities in the last few years, raising public and political 

awareness that these paired strategies are essential to 

achieve affordability in the full housing continuum.  HDC can 
advocate for expansion and replication of these strategies 

to  help ensure that low and moderate wage earning 
residents can have access to two of Puget Sound’s top job 

centers, and the opportunities these communities offer. 

 

•

North King County has reminded me of HDC’s roots and 

purpose: convene stakeholders as a means to amplify 

efforts to meet housing needs.  In the last year HDC worked 
with the North Urban Human Service Alliance (NUHSA) to 

convene the housing organizations serving the north end.  
While many organizations had great projects, they operated 

in isolation leaving gaps in communities or missing 

opportunities to build resource and political support from 

cities.   Many new working relationships among nonprofits 
and partnerships with the cities and congregations have 

revealed opportunities for housing production.

•

HDC began to convene Seattle stakeholders for a vision in 1988 

and HDC is strengthening this role and vision throughout the 

county.  I enjoyed being a part of HDC when testifying in city halls 
across the county or working with HDC members and stakeholders 

on regional strategy planning.  HDC members are highly committed 
and driven, so I can only expect HDC to increase its influence and 

success in bringing affordability to all our communities in King 

County.

Member Highlight: Sea Mar Community Health 
Centers  
 

Member since 2009 

 

Sea Mar Community Health Centers is a community-based 

organization that provides bilingual and culturally appropriate health 

and human services to diverse low-income, underserved and 

uninsured communities, with specialized service to the Latino 
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population.  Many of their clients are farmworker and migrant 
families living in both rural and urban parts of Washington State.  
Sea Mar got its start in 1978 by a group of health activists and 

leaders in the Latino community who wanted to better serve the 

healthcare needs of the Latino community.  Taking a 
comprehensive look at the services and support needed to achieve 

healthy communities, Sea Mar’s services have expanded to include 

medical, dental and mental health clinics, family and maternal 

support services, homeless and migrant support, health education 

programs, home-health and home-care services, youth mentoring, 

and citizenship and ESL classes. 
 
Recognizing that housing is a major concern in addition to health 

and social services for many their clients, Sea Mar has found 

creative ways to address these needs.  The Cesar Chaves Village 
opened in 2009, providing 25 affordable rental apartments for low-

income families in Seattle’s South Park neighborhood.  Five of the 
units are dedicated to formerly homeless families.  Through a grant 
from the Sound Families Initiative, they are able to place social 

workers from Sea Mar’s team to provide social services at this 

location.  La Posada, a 65-unit seasonal farmworker housing 

project in Pasco, will open next month after a multi-million dollar 

renovation financed by USDA Rural Development, the State 

Housing Trust Fund and the Affordable Housing Program. 

 

Sea Mar recently purchased the KKMO 1360 radio station and will 

provide health education programming in Spanish to the Puget 

Sound community. 

 

Sea Mar was awarded the 2010 Friend of Housing award by the 

Washington State Housing Finance Commission for its outstanding 

programs expanding affordable housing resources for 

Washington’s low-income residents.

HDC March 11th Member Meeting Program 

 

Please join us on Friday, March 11th for the HDC Monthly Member 

Meeting featuring a panel presentation on an important and growing 

issue in our communities; Veterans Housing Issues.

 

Panelists include: 

 

Mike Gregoire, First Gentleman of the State of Washington

John Lee, Director of Washington State’s Department of Veterans 

Affairs

Katherine Gerard, Homeless Coordinator, Federal Veterans 

Administration

Lauren Peach, Attorney, Veterans Project of Northwest Justice 

Project

M.J. Kiser, Program Director, Compass Veterans Center of 

Compass Housing Alliance

  
The topics will include the national and state Five-Year Plan to End 

Veterans Homelessness, Eviction and Foreclosure Prevention for 

veterans and the challenges and opportunities in working with both 

VA’s when developing veteran-targeted housing.

HDC April 15th Member Meeting Program 

 

 

Send us your photos 

 

Join us! Our April Membership Meeting will feature a special King 

County Mayors Panel on Affordable Housing. The panelists 

include Mayor Suzette Cooke, Kent; Mayor Ava Frisinger, Issaquah; 

Mayor Joan McBride, Kirkland; and Mayor Mike McGinn, Seattle and 

will be moderated by Alice Shobe of Building Changes.

 
The King County Mayors will reflect on various affordable housing 

strategies, opportunities and challenges in their cities in what 

promises to be a lively question-and-answer forum. Audience 

members will have the opportunity to ask questions. 
 

Wednesday, April 15 from 12 to 1:30 p.m.

Seattle Flagship REI; North Room; 222 Yale Ave. N, Seattle

$2 parking vouchers available 
 
Send us your photos! We are looking for photos of HDC Members’ 
projects in the cities listed above for a visual representation to 

compliment the discussion on affordable housing strategies.  
Please send photos (and project address) to Emily at 

emily@housingconsortium.org by April 1.

Space for Rent - Share an Office Suite with HDC! 

 

Our current subtenants are moving out at the end of May and HDC 

has about 2,250 square feet of prime downtown office space for 

sub-lease in the very desirable LEED-EB Gold 100-year old Vance 
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Building at Third and Union in downtown Seattle.

 

In addition to the office space which has good outside light and is in 

great condition, our lucky new sub-tenant(s) will have access to a 

small in-suite conference room, a large work/break room with 

kitchen and two large conference rooms elsewhere in the building. 

Shared use of copier/printer, fax machine, internet access and 

postage meter are also possible.

 

Current sub-tenants are paying a total of about $3,000 per month 

including access to office equipment; rent is negotiable for the 

future occupants. The space is also available in smaller sections 

with one section at 1,500 square feet and the other at 1,000 square 

feet.

 

Learn more about the Vance Building here and here. For 

information and a tour, contact Harry at 

harry@housingconsortium.org.

Upcoming Affinity Group Meetings 

 

Affordable Homeownership – March 10, 12:30-1:30 pm

 

Affordable Senior Housing – March 16, 10:00-11:30 am, Vance 

Building

 

Asset & Property Management – February 10, 2:00-3:30 pm, 

Impact Capital

 

Efficient and Quality Development – March 10, 10:00-11:30 am, 

WSHFC

 

Successful Design – March 10, 10:00-11:30 am, WSHFC

 

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations 

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. 

Deadline for newsletter posting is 25th of the month. All prior 

postings are erased unless the posting organization renews its 

posting. 

Suburban Cities Policy Director, Housing Development 

Consortium 

•

Housing Case Manager, Plymouth Housing Group •

Maintenance Department Manager, Plymouth Housing 

Group 

•

Assistant Planner, Puget Sound Regional Council •

Associate Planner - Housing, Puget Sound Regional 

Council

•

 

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

March 3, Seattle, WA 

Greenbridge Open House

•

March 16, Seattle, WA 

Seattle Office for Civil Rights Community Forum

•

March 17, Seattle, WA 

Service Coordinators Workshop

•

April 18-20, Tacoma, WA 

AHMA-CARH Convention

•

April 29, Seattle, WA 

HDC Third Annual Luncheon 

 

•
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