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November 2, 2011 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

December 7, 2011 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

 

November 18, 2011 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

December 16, 2011 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

 

 

For more information, contact 

Jessica Nguyen at 206.682.9541 or 

jessica@housingconsortium.org

 

Gosset Place opens to address 

needs of homeless 

•
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Executive Director Monthly Update
 

Every week seems to bring something new 

these days; not always something positive but 

new none the less. 
 

An example of new but not positive was 

Governor Gregoire’s recently released 

preliminary 2012 budget proposal with about 

$2 billion in cuts and not a dime of new revenue; 

the cuts pretty much wipe out the social safety 

net advocates and legislators have worked so 

hard to construct in the past two decades and 

leave us looking more like Mississippi than the Evergreen State. I 

attended the recent public hearing by the Department of Social and 

Health Services where soon-to-depart Director Susan Dreyfus did 

her best to spin the disassembly of basic needs services as 

morally indefensible yet mandatory. While sympathetic to her 

positioning, the audience was not supportive in any way of the 

potential cuts she shared. 
 

HDC has recognized that affordable housing residents and 

potential residents alike will be heavily impacted by these cuts and 

that our mutual work will be even more difficult as a result. To begin 

addressing this inequity HDC has added a focus on both limiting 

safety net cuts and supporting new revenue options to our 2012 

Advocacy Agenda.

 

A much more positive example of new was to be found last week at 

Seattle’s Red Lion Conference Center where HDC member 

Homestead Community Land Trust hosted the annual conference 

of the National Community Land Trust Network. I confess to limited 

knowledge of the CLT community beyond Homestead’s stalwart 

staff and Erika Malone the former Executive Director of the 

Northwest Community Land Trust Coalition (and now a Network 

staffer).

 

I was totally unprepared for the geographic and ethnic diversity of 

my fellow conference attendees as well as the very different ways 

they applied the CLT concept in their daily work. There were rural 

land trusts and urban land trusts, land trusts that preserved 

farmland and land trusts that built and operated multifamily rentals. 

Attendees came from places as different as New Hampshire and 

Georgia or North Dakota and Arizona.

 

What they had in common was a commitment to meeting 

community needs using a model that holds permanent affordability 

as a core value. While there are certainly other valid ways to meet 

similar ends, the passion of the CLT folks was palpable and 

present in every breakout session and conversation.

 

One breakout session in particular offered some insight into what 

our region might do to capture buildable land in close proximity to 

transit and light rail stations for affordable housing. The Urban Land 

Conservancy out of Denver, Colorado shared the impressive work 

they are doing work in land banking and otherwise securing 

properties along their regional light rail line; the primary 

beneficiaries have been affordable housing organizations. A similar 

model has been introduced in Atlanta, Georgia.  HDC will be 
exploring this concept in depth in coordination with the Growing 

Transit Communities effort and will likely feature representatives 

from both Denver and Atlanta in a public forum as well as private 

discussions in 2012.

 

So, while something new is not a guarantee of something positive, 

things that are both new and positive can help us all stay motivated 

and engaged in the brave -or harsh - new world of the 21st Century.

North King County Housing/Homelessness 
Workgroup: You’re Invited! 

 

For more than a year now, HDC has been working to improve 

regional collaboration on affordable housing and homelessness 

issues in North King County by facilitating the North County Housing 

& Homelessness Workgroup.  Comprised of non-profit 

organizations, local governments, and faith communities, formed in 

partnership with the North Urban Human Services Alliance, and 
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Affordable Housing In Seattle 

And King County 

•

Ending homelessness: King 

County sees progress 

•

YWCA Family Village at 

Issaquah opens for tours 

•

Spike in homeless Seattle 

students hurting families, 

district 

•

supported by United Way of King County, this group works to identify 

new opportunities to preserve and produce affordable housing and 

creative solutions that prevent homelessness or serve homeless 

individuals in order to end homelessness in North King County.

 

On Wednesday, November 9th, 6:30-8:30pm, the Workgroup is 

hosting our second annual fall forum, “Homeless to Housed,” at 

Shoreline City Hall.  We invite you to join us at the forum to hear 
about the housing needs of North King County, network with North 

County organizations, and learn about creative partnerships to 

produce affordable housing and serve homeless individuals across 

King County.  You can find more information on our website here.

 

I also encourage you to join us for our next monthly meeting, 

Wednesday, December 14, 11:30 -1:00pm at Shoreline City Hall 

(brown bag lunch is welcome). These meetings are regularly held 

on the second Wednesday of the month.  Thanks to the many HDC 
Members who regularly participate in this workgroup and have 

helped plan the forum, including: Community Psychiatric Clinic, 

Compass Housing Alliance, Mercy Housing Northwest, Parkview 

Services, SMR Architects, and YWCA Seattle-King-Snohomish 

County.

 

To RSVP for the forum, to sign up for Workgroup announcements, 

or for more information, contact Kelly Rider at 

kelly@housingconsortium.org.

Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day: 
Register today 

 

Please mark your calendar and plan to join hundreds of fellow 

advocates for Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day on Friday, 

January 20th.  The stakes are even higher this legislative session, 
and so our advocacy efforts must be greater. Help us meet our goal 

to bring 250 HDC members to Olympia!

 

Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day is a chance to join 

together as a visible and powerful community and to bring a unified 

message to our elected officials. We have an opportunity – even in 

this period of budget cuts and deficit reduction – to protect and 

preserve funding for affordable housing and safety-net services and 

to eliminate barriers to housing so that more people have the 

opportunity to live in safe, healthy, affordable homes in thriving 

communities.

 

Register today and reserve your spot! Register before December 20 

and you can also reserve your spot to participate in a pre-HHAD 

training.

Human Services Capacity Building Fund in 2012 
Executive Proposed Budget
 

King County Executive Dow Constantine proposes to reinvest $1 

million in savings achieved through internal efficiencies in ways that 

will catalyze further efficiencies or quality improvements in 

community based organizations. Funds will target one-time needs 

and awards will be less than $25,000. This fund will promote equity 

by prioritizing culturally competent organizations serving low-income 

families or individuals, particularly immigrants and refugees.  Click 
here for more information on the King County Human Services 

Capacity Fund.

 

For information about the King County budget process: 

http://www.kingcounty.gov/council/budget.aspx

State awards $48 million for affordable housing 
projects 

 

The Washington State Department of Commerce awarded more 

than $48 million from the state’s Housing Trust Fund for 47 

affordable housing projects across the state.  Approximately 1,647 
housing units will be built or rehabilitated. The projects will directly 

support an estimated 1,800- 2,000 jobs, with about 500 local jobs 

supported annually once the projects are completed.

 

“The affordable housing and jobs provided by these projects are 

invaluable to Washington’s communities as need has increased 

during this recession,” said Gov. Chris Gregoire. “Struggling 

families and individuals will have more safe housing options, and 

communities will benefit from the jobs created.”
 

A detailed list of projects and locations is attached. They include 

multi-family rental housing and single-family homeownership 

programs across the state serving low-income individuals and 

families including seniors, people with physical or developmental 

disabilities, farm workers, homeless families with children, and 

homeless veterans. The projects provide affordable housing 
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opportunities to households at or below 80 percent of the area 

median income, with 83 percent serving households at or below 50 

percent of area median income.

 

The Housing Trust Fund awarded 47 projects from a list of 75 

applications asking for a total of $89.6 million in state funding.

 

Of the $48 million awarded, $18.7 million will directly fund 

construction of new units or redevelopment of aging housing. This 

state investment accounts for approximately 10 percent of the $196 

million in overall construction costs. These construction projects 

will generate job opportunities in 29 of the state’s 39 counties.  
 

“Maximizing the state’s investment with other sources of funding is 

a key priority,” said Commerce Director Rogers Weed. “The 

Housing Trust Fund worked closely with numerous public agencies 

to leverage a total $270 million in funds from private, federal and 

local sources, or more than $5.50 for every state dollar spent.”
 

Total funding for the projects includes almost $29 million in U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) grants and loans, and an 

estimated $139 million in Low Income Housing Tax Credit 

investments.

 

The Housing Trust Fund supports community efforts to ensure the 

availability of safe, decent and affordable housing by providing 

loans and grants for construction, acquisition and rehabilitation of 

low-income multi-family and single-family housing. Since 1989, the 

Housing Trust Fund has increased or improved the stock of 

affordable housing in Washington by more than 38,000 units and 

has invested approximately $900 million toward new and improved 

housing, leveraging more than $2 billion in private and public sector 

support.

Member Highlight: YWCA Seattle | King | 
Snohomish 

Member since 1991 

 

The YWCA's mission is to advance the 

quality of life for women of all ages, races 

and faiths, and their families. In support of 

this mission, the YWCA provides services 

to meet critical needs, promote self-

sufficiency, reduce violence, eliminate 

racism and achieve equal opportunities for all people.  With 18 
locations in the Seattle-King County-Snohomish County area, they 

provide emergency assistance, shelter, safe and stable housing, 

personalized case management, counseling, employment 

assistance, career coaching, domestic violence advocacy and 

support groups, as well as mentoring, internships and 

opportunities for youth and future leaders, and access to needed 

health care for underserved populations including LBT, immigrant 

and AIDS/HIV-affected women.

 

Two recent housing projects are examples of how the YWCA is 

helping to transform lives of not only women, but the entire 

community.  Passage Point is a 46 unit building in Maple Valley that 
provides an innovative supportive services program to helps people 

emerging from the corrections system reintegrate into the 

community and reunite with their children.  The program empowers 
parents to gain skills and confidence to be self-sufficient, reduce 

the chance of re-incarceration, and provides children with 

educational and social opportunities in a stable environment.

 

YWCA Family Village at Issaquah provides affordable housing 

options for individuals and families in the Issaquah Highlands 

community.  After years of thoughtful planning and meetings with 
community leaders, the final phase was opened in August 2011.  
The project offers onsite services and programs such as parenting 

classes, computer and financial planning courses, a child care 

center, community meeting rooms and outdoor gathering spaces, 

and a pedestrian bridge connecting residents to the King County 

transit station.       
 

In order to ensure that they are able to continue to empower women 

and respond to community needs, the YWCA has launched their 

Women Empowered (WE) community campaign, an initiative to 

raise $26.5 million by the end of 2012.  The WE campaign will 
provide continued funding for core programs, build Family Village at 

Issaquah, and grow the Endowment to support future generations.

 

For more information, please visit www.ywcaworks.org.

Upcoming Affinity Group Meetings 

 

Affordable Homeownership – November 17, 1:30-3:00 pm, Vance 

Building
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Affordable Senior Housing – November 8, 11:30-12:30 pm, Vance 

Building

 

Asset & Property Management – November 16, 2:00-3:30 pm, 

Impact Capital

 

Efficient and Quality Development – November 10, 10:00-11:30 

am, WSHFC

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations 

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. 

Deadline for newsletter posting is 25th of the month. All prior 

postings are erased unless the posting organization renews its 

posting. 

Single Family Homeownership Program Manager, Upper 

Valley M.E.N.D.

•

Receptionist, Capitol Hill Housing•

Property Manager - Sand Point Way, Mercy Housing•

Assistant Site Manager - Villa, Capitol Hill Housing•

Executive Assistant/Office Manager, Capitol Hill Housing•

 

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences 

 

November 7 & 28, Seattle, WA 

Energy Benchmarking Using ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager

•

November 9, Shoreline, WA 

Homeless to Housed Forum

•

November 9, Seattle, WA 

Implementing a No-Smoke Policy in Your Affordable Housing 

Properties

•

November 9-10, Seattle, WA 

Housing Seniors in Rural America: Aging in Place in a Shifting 

Landscape 

 

•

 

 

A publication of the Housing Development Consortium, www.housingconsortium.org 

1402 Third Ave, Suite 1230 | Seattle, WA 98101 | 206.682.9541 (phone) 206.623.4669 (fax) hdc@housingconsortium.org 

Harry Hoffman, Executive Director | Heather Beaulieu, Board President
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