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If there is one thing I’ve become 

accustomed to here at HDC, it’s 

change!! Both internally and 

externally, change has...  
Read More 

 

Save the Date!! HDC Affordable 

Housing Candidates Forum  

The Housing Development 

Consortium welcomes candidates for 

an educational discussion about 

affordable housing in...  

Read More 

 

 

 

Lace Up Your Sneakers and Get 
Your Fingers Ready to Dial for 
the Seattle Housing Levy!  

With the primary election behind us, 

the Seattle Housing Levy campaign is 

beginning voter contact. Over the 

past few...  

Read More 

 

 

Five Easy Ways Every HDC 

Member Can Support the 

Housing Levy 

1. Include Yes for HOMES! Prop 1 in 

newsletters & publications. HDC has 

language you can use for 

newsletters... 

Read More

 

 

Reaching Out: New Suburban 
Outreach Director, Karen 

Williams 

Thank you to those who have sat 

down with me or given me tours of 

your projects. It is great to have the 

time to... 

Read More

 

 

What Does Your Dollar Do? 

The charities campaign season is 

quickly approaching and HDC will be 

participating in three workplace 

giving... 

Read More

 

Job Offerings, Workshops and 

Seminars 

Board Meetings

September 2, 2009 •
9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle 

October 7, 2009 •
9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle 

Monthly Meetings

Executive Director Monthly Update

If there is one thing I’ve become accustomed to here at

HDC, it’s change!! Both internally and externally, change 
has been the constant since I arrived. Luckily I both 

anticipated and accepted dealing with change to be a 

major part of my job; so far I haven’t been disappointed!! 

 
Staff changes, while not expected by yours truly so soon 

in my HDC career, are inevitable in any organization. 

While we certainly miss Haley and Rachel, Jessica 

Nguyen and Karen Williams have made near-seamless 

transitions into their respective roles as Membership 

Coordinator and Suburban Outreach Director. I’m confident that we again 

have an excellent team here at HDC, committed and prepared to helping our 

members face the many challenges of these unprecedented times. 

 
More broadly, we all know that the affordable housing sector is seeing many, 

many changes, predominately (although not exclusively) in the funding 

environment where once-certain sources have become difficult - if not 

impossible - to access and the future of hard-won public resources is less 

than certain. Two key funding mechanisms that the sector has grown to 

depend on are now in crisis: Low Income Housing Tax Credits and the 

Washington State Housing Trust Fund. 

 
LIHTC investor availability, price and performance requirements are 

dramatically different than years past as we know all too well. Too many 

projects languish in the pipeline or aren’t even making it to proposal due to 

that set of changes. The potentially mitigating effect of possible resolution 

(temporary or transitional depending on your perspective) via the Federal 

stimulus packages’ TCAP and Exchange programs is still uncertain. 

 
Our beloved Housing Trust Fund was cut in half in the 2009 legislative 

session, a result with implications for all members. With less to distribute, 

and particularly with the percentage limitations for King County funding, this 

remains a major setback. The Trust Fund is scheduled to be tapped out by 

the end of 2010 and will sit at empty in 2011 unless supplemental funding is 

secured. 

 
Thankfully, it’s not in the nature of HDC members to give up or give in; rather 

than stop meeting the needs of the vulnerable and housing-cost burdened, 

members and staff have refocused energy on finding temporary and lasting 

solutions to maintain production. Here are two examples of how HDC is 

dealing with the above-noted challenges: 

 
In recent weeks our Tax Credit affinity group has been struggling mightily 

with the implications of new policy changes due soon at the Washington 

State Housing Finance Commission. With the range of different interests 

among our members from housing authorities to independent development 

consultants it is to be expected that there would be strong opinions and 

some serious differences. Despite that tension, it has been heartening to 

see how much respect HDC members have for the situations of their peers 

and how hard everyone works towards solutions that spread the pain and 

limit the gain. The HDC Board will be crafting a final policy recommendation 
for the Commission to consider. 

 
In a similar vein, HDC members are hard at work seeking some sort of 

boost to our beloved Trust Fund. Given the economic challenges facing our 

elected officials this is an increasingly difficult battle. Working with our state 

advocacy partners the Washington State Low Income Housing Alliance, we 

have begun a quiet phase of advocacy with King County district legislators to 

both educate and motivate them toward restoring the Trust Fund and 

keeping it alive. HDC will be at the table as WLIHA sets the 2010 legislative 

agenda and whatever the outcome for the Trust Fund in the 2010 session, it 

won’t suffer from a lack of effort by HDC staff and members. 

 
The HDC Board will be reviewing our Future of the Field strategy this month 

at a one-day retreat. The impact of change is very apparent when 

considering that set of goals and timelines. The plan's tactical approaches 
are still valid and continue to guide most of HDC’s efforts. At the same time 

our sector’s operating environment is very different than that of mid-2006 

when the document was written and adopted. I won’t predict what will come 

out of the retreat in terms of suggested revisions or possible adjustments, I 

do know that the HDC Board has the energy, the experience, the knowledge 

and the realistic attitude required to ensure that the Future of the Field will 

remain a living document capable of guiding the organization into the 

forseeable future. 

 

      Tweet Share this Page:  
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September 11, 2009 •
11:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. *Note time 

change 

Habitat for Humanity, 15439 53rd 

Ave. S, Tukwila, WA 98188 

October 16, 2009 •
Noon-2:00 p.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle 

For more information, contact 

Jessica Nguyen at 206.682.9541 or 

jessica@housingconsortium.org 

In The News

The legal issues in 'backyard 

cottages' 

•

Nickels Announces Funding For 

Homeless Prevention And ‘Re-

housing’ 

•

UW report: Housing, food, transport 

costs rising 

•

Walkable Neighborhoods Are Worth 

More 

•

President shifts focus to renting, not 

owning

•

 

Take all of these efforts; add in additional change factors like the critical 

renewal of Seattle's Housing Levy, looming Federal initiatives including the 
funding of the National Housing Trust Fund and possible increases to the 

number of Section 8 vouchers and you can see how I feel we must all learn 

to accept change as the constant in today’s HDC universe. 

Save the Date!!

Lace Up Your Sneakers and Get Your Fingers 
Ready to Dial for the Seattle Housing Levy!
Yes For Homes begins fall voter contact

With the primary election behind us, the Seattle Housing Levy campaign is 

beginning voter contact. Over the past few months, HDC has played a key 

role in supporting this effort. The Yes For Homes campaign has assembled 

a broad coalition of housing advocates, labor unions, environmentalists, 

faith communities, and business leaders. HDC has worked to ensure that 

the language on the ballot is accurate and clear. The Housing Levy renewal 

endorsement list grows each day and we are reaching out to targeted voter 

groups through a speakers bureau. 

 
To keep up to date on the Yes For Homes Campaign, please click here to 

sign up for the volunteer mailing list. As a reminder, non-profit organizations 

may endorse, contribute to and support ballot initiatives. Please coordinate 

any activities in support of the levy with the campaign to ensure proper 

campaign disclosure. The main options for volunteers are: 

 
    1. Outreach at Farmers Markets 
    2. Phone banking 
    3. Door to door canvassing. 
 
The leaves have not begun to turn yet, but the November 3rd election is not 

that far off. Get ready to put on your sneakers and pound the pavement for the 

Housing Levy! 

 
Farmers Market Dates—email Campaign Manager to sign-up, 

info@yesforhomes.org 

 
                
Ballard                                          Phinney 
SUNDAYS 11-3pm                                    FRIDAYS 3-7pm     
Sept 6, Sept 13 or Sept 20                       Sep 11, Sep 18 or Sep 24 

  
Broadway (Capitol Hill)                 Wallingford         
SUNDAYS 11 - 3pm                                  WEDNESDAYS 3-7pm   
Sept 6, Sept 13 or Sept 20                       Sep 2, Sep 9 or Sep 16    
  
Columbia City                                            West Seattle 

WEDNESDAYS 3-7pm                             SUNDAYS 10-2pm                             
Sep 9, Sep 16 or Sep 23                          Sept 6, Sept 13 or Sept 20 

  
Lake City                                                     University District 
THURSDAYS 3-7pm                                 SATURDAYS  9-2pm 

Sep 3, Sep 10 or Sep 17                          Sep 5, Sep 12 or Sept 19 

Five Easy Ways Every HDC Member Can 
Support the Housing Levy
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Right now, take FIVE minutes to help promote the Seattle 
Housing Levy! Then, forward this to friends and ask them to do 
the same!

1. Include Yes for HOMES! 

    Prop 1 in newsletters & publications. HDC has language you can use for 
newsletters and other communications. Contact Anna Markee, 

anna@housingconsortium.org. 

 
2. Print-off & distribute flyers! 

    A graphics and low-graphics version are located on the campaign website. 

 
3. Help fundraise for the Yes For Homes Campaign. 

    You can donate online. Note: HDC does not accept contributions on behalf 

of Yes For Homes. Please donate online directly to the campaign. 

 
4. Join Yes For Homes on Facebook! 
    Take part in the facebook page! Post pictures of Yes for Home signs & 
actions in community! Email your friends & tell them about the levy! 

 
5. Add a message about the levy to your email signature.

    Use a message below your email signature like: 
Vote YES on Prop 1! Renew the Housing Levy | http://www.yesforhomes.org

Reaching Out: New Suburban Outreach 
Director, Karen Williams

Thank you to those who have sat down with me or given me tours of your 

projects. It is great to have the time to focus on each organization’s niche, 

their successes, and the hurdles they face. It also helps me better 

understand the different communities’ needs and your vision for how HDC 

can support your work. If I haven’t had the opportunity to meet with your 

organization and you are ready to give me a showcase tour, I hope we can 

schedule something soon. 

 
In addition to the great one-on-one meetings with organizations, I have 

attended the Eastside Homelessness Advisory Committee, Eastside 

Human Services Forum, South King County Building Political Will 

Workgroup, and SKCCH meetings. These meetings shed light on the 

unique characteristics of the different regions and cities and demonstrate 

the strong partnerships among housing and human service organizations. 

There is clearly a powerhouse of effort out there and lots of creative energy 

going towards affordable housing solutions during these tough times. 

 
Thanks to these groups for sparing me no mercy and giving me tasks and 

opportunities to contribute to affordable housing development in the 

suburban areas. 

 
I have a background in both social work and affordable housing 

development and I have lived and worked in suburban King County, so it is 

great for me to be join HDC as the Suburban Outreach Director. I’m looking 

forward to collaborating with all of you for more affordable housing 

opportunities. 

 
Please feel free to reach out to me if we haven’t been in touch yet. 

karen@housingconsortium.org

What Does Your Dollar Do?

The charities campaign season is quickly approaching and HDC will be 

participating in three workplace giving campaigns this Fall: the WA State 

Combined Fund Drive, King County Employee Giving Program, and our 

newest partnership Coalition for Charitable Choice. Donations go a long way 

in helping HDC’s non-profit housing producers finance, build, and manage 

housing for low-income families, seniors, and people with special needs in 

King County and statewide. These monthly, annual, and one-time gifts help 

organizations furnish apartments with a bed, sheets, and toiletries and 

cleaning products for formerly homeless tenants, provide case management 

and counseling services, support homeownership assistance programs, 

and more. To date, HDC members have produced almost 20,000 units of 
affordable housing and continue to work tirelessly in their efforts. 

 
There are several ways to offer your support to non-profits in affordable 

housing. State and County employees can now donate through direct 

checks, payroll deductions or online and can even donate vacation and 

compensatory time or dedicate their donations in honor of a friend or family 

member. Visit the links above for more information on ways to give. Click 

here for tips on how you can organize a campaign in your own workplace. 

Additionally, you can donate your time by volunteering with an organization. 

This recent study speaks true to the generosity and support of our region. Be 

sure to keep an eye out for HDC and its charity federation members at fairs 

and other events in the next few months. 

 
Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations 
 

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. Deadline for newsletter 

posting is 25th of the month. All prior postings are erased unless the posting 

organization renews its posting. 
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Major Gifts Director, Habitat for Humanity of East King County •

Housing Program Coordinator, Washington State Coalition Against 

Domectic Violence 

•

Lead Construction Supervisor, Housing Hope •

Lease & Occupancy Specialist - Sunset, Tacoma Housing Authority •

Rental Assistance Manager, Tacoma Housing Authority •

Deputy Director, Snohomish County Human Services •

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

September 13th, 2009, Seattle, WA 

Future Shack - Housing the 21st Century 

•

September 29th-30th, 2009, Spokane Convention Center, 

Spokane, WA 

Housing WA Conference 

•

October 6th, 2009, Miller Community Center, Seattle, WA 

2009 Human Services Candidates Forum 

•

October 8th, 2009, Seattle, WA 

HDC Affordable Housing Candidate Forum 

•

October 15th, 2009, YWCA Opportunity Place, Seattle, WA 

SKCCH Candidate Forum on Homelessness, Housing, and Human 

Services

•

 

 

A publication of the Housing Development Consortium, www.housingconsortium.org  
1402 Third Ave, Suite 709 | Seattle, WA 98101 | 206.682.9541 (phone) 206.623.4669 (fax) hdc@housingconsortium.org  
Harry Hoffman, Executive Director | Dan Watson, Board President 

Submissions to: jessica@housingconsortium.org | Deadline for job ads 25th of the month. 
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