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Executive Director Monthly Update

In keeping with my holiday-themed missives 
(who can forget my famous Festivus column 
from last December?) I’m going to focus this 
month’s column on the holiday right around 
the corner; Labor Day. 
 
The first Monday in September is important 
as more than a marker for retiring your 
summer wardrobe  or  for finally accepting the 
impending return to school; it’s the day we’ve been given to 
celebrate the past struggles and daily efforts of the American 
worker which we do with parades, picnics, cookouts, end-of-
season camping trips and last-minute back to school 
shopping. 
 
As in too many of our national holidays we’ve clearly lost the 
original meaning; honoring the deadly aftermath of the 1894 
railway worker’s struggle to raise wages, end the twelve-hour 
workday and – here’s the affordable housing connection – 
decrease the high rents in company housing charged to 
workers who had taken drastic pay cuts in economic hard 
times.
A lot has changed since the Nineteenth Century and the 
struggle for affordable housing now takes place mostly in 
legislative chambers and not in the streets. Advocates today 
use moral persuasion and economic benefit arguments to 
convince elected officials to provide the policy and funding 
resources necessary to increase and maintain a supply of 
homes – rental and/or owned - that are truly affordable. 

Just because advocacy no longer carries the risk of bodily 
harm doesn’t mean it’s easy; advocacy still takes dedication 
and determination and successful advocacy requires 
commitment and perseverance.

As the Labor Day holiday arrives, HDC has set out on a new 
advocacy agenda process designed to give our members 
an opportunity to promote the issues they see as critical for 
affordable housing in the coming year. By now you’ve 
received our survey that allows you to share the specific 
policy, resource or regulatory fix you’d like HDC to focus on 
in the coming year – please participate in that process if you, 
your organization or business have such an issue in mind.

On Friday September 17th we’ll be devoting the program 
section of our Monthly Member Meeting to an educational 
discussion on those issues as preparation for sorting and 
prioritizing.  That second step happens on September 30th 
at 9:00 am at Mercer View Community Center on Mercer 
Island. On October 8th your HDC Board will be making their 
recommendation on issues for 2011 and at the October 15th 
Member Meeting you’ll be voting on a final 2011 Advocacy 
Agenda.

I hope you’ll all participate in this process in some significant 
way and I know that you’ll be with us in mind, body and spirit 
when we go forth to turn those issues into real assets for the 
creation and preservation of affordable housing for the 
current and future residents of King County.

HDC Advocacy Agenda Setting 
Process 
 

      Tweet Share this Page:  

http://www.icontact-archive.com/wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl43HhCXxmarK?w=3 Page 1 / 5

http://www.icontact.com/
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/rclick.php?d=wdULhsdhgRR9sjEMHRbHl43HhCXxmarK&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.housingconsortium.org%2Fhome%2F


9:00 - 10:30am 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle 

Monthly Meetings

September 17, 2010 •
Noon to 2:00pm  

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle 

October 15, 2010 •
Noon to 1:30pm  

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle 

For more information, contact 

Jessica Nguyen at 206.682.9541 or 

jessica@housingconsortium.org 

In The News

Invisible Families •

King County Housing Authority Starts 

$1.7M Stimulus Project 

•

$800M Public Housing Portfolio In 

Peril 

•

Website rates your neighborhood's 

walkability and your commute costs 

•

Homeless shelters: A way out? Or 

holding tanks that keep people in a 

homeless state? 

•

King County extends aid to at-risk 

and homeless veterans 

•
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Kenmore Integrates Affordability in its 
Downtown TOD Overlay Proposal

by Karen Williams  
 
Kenmore’s Downtown Task Force proposed a TOD overlay 
that will ensure affordability is part of new developments in 
Kenmore’s downtown.  The TOD overlay requires a minimum 
density higher than the base density.  Any development 
proposal with a density higher than the underlying base 
density—which would be required with the overlay—must 
provide affordable units (ta-da!).  Kenmore is proposing a 
tiered system which aims to provide deeper levels of 
affordability for additional density bonuses.  The system is as 
follows: 
         
        Tier 1: For every 3 bonus units, 1 unit must be  
        affordable at the moderate-income level (Ownership:  
        80% AMI and Rental: 70% AMI). Capped at 10%. 
 
        Tier 2: Once 10% of a project’s total dwelling units are  
        affordable at the moderate income level, for every 4  
        additional bonus units, 1 of the moderate income units  
        must be made affordable at the low income level 
        (Ownership: 65% AMI and Rental: 50% AMI).  This  
        occurs until 33% of the affordable dwelling units are  
        affordable at the low-income level. 
 
        Tier 3: Once Tier 1 has been achieved and Tier 2  
        triggered, a project must maintain an overall 10%  
        affordable units, and 33% of the affordable units must  
        be affordable at the low-income level. 
 
For more details and a map of the overlay district see pg 
156 of the proposal to Council. 
 
Public Hearing will be held by the Council on the “draft” TOD 
proposal on September 27th  at 7:00 p.m. at the Kenmore 
City Hall, Council Chambers, 18120 68th Ave. NE, Kenmore 
(check out their new City Hall building).

What's That Smell?  Food Waste Pick-
up Requirements Coming to Seattle 
Multifamily Properties

Pilot shows promising results
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As part of the City of Seattle’s 
Zero Waste Strategy, single 
family residents are currently 
required to participate in the food 
and yard waste collection 
program.  It is still up for 
discussion when this will also be 
a requirement for multifamily properties, but why wait?

In 2007-2009, more than 40 multifamily properties throughout 
Seattle participated in food waste collection test projects 
including some properties managed by HDC member 
SCIDpda.  In the first six months, more than 9,000 pounds of 
food waste were collected and brought to a local compost 
facility instead of going hundreds of miles to the landfill.  

As of August 18th, over 250 multifamily properties have 
already signed up for food waste collection.  Residents can 
help their building manager/owner get a $100 credit on their 
property’s garbage bill by becoming a Friend of Recycling & 
Composting.  FORC volunteers are stewards of recycling 
and composting and help make sorting garbage, recyclable 
and compostable materials fun and easy for their neighbors.  
For more information, call (206) 684-8717.   

 
FORC Training 

October 13, 6-8:30 pm 
Miller Community Center 

 
Seattle Public Utilities provides posters, flyers, container 
labels and videos to help residents with recycling and food 
and yard waste.  Many of these materials are available in 
multiple languages.  Visit their website or call (206) 684-
7665.  
                     

What's Happening In North King 
County?
by Karen Williams 
 

Many HDC members attended or presented at the North 
King County Stakeholder Forum held in Shoreline this April.  
Since that forum, HDC has continued hosting monthly 
meetings of stakeholders interested in seeing a 
collaborative effort to address affordable housing in North 
King County.   

For someone who is a “do-er”, meetings to get people to 
strategize and discuss, often feel like they aren’t “doing” 
anything to ensure affordability in our communities.  
However, the last three months of North County 
Housing/Homelessness Workgroup have yielded successes 
which remind me that consistent and focused facilitation to 
bring key players together can provide a foundation for 
preservation and production opportunities. Here are 
examples of the foundation we have built in North King 
County:

Organizational Assets: While HDC members have 
developed in North King County, many un-met needs 
and partnership opportunities in North King County are 
not on HDC members’ radar.  Because HDC staff are 
working with the North Urban Human Service Alliance 
(NUHSA), city staff and organizations that were 
previously working in isolation to create units or find 
housing for clients are now engaging in partnership 
ideas through the monthly Workgroup meetings. 
 Together, participants are identifying physical and 
organizational assets in the North King that can be 
mobilized for housing solutions. The next meeting is 
September 8, 11:30 -1:00 at Lake Forest Park City 
Hall (brown bag lunch).  
 

•

Workshop for Congregations:  In partnership with 
City of Shoreline Planners, HDC will be hosting a 

•
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workshop for congregations in Shoreline who are 
considering affordable housing development on their 
property.  The workshop will provide education (and 
inspiration) with a few project examples and a 
‘practical steps’ overview of the development process.  
If your organization has a good example, please 
contact Karen.   The workshop will be November 10th 
5:30pm at Shoreline City Hall.  
 
Preservation and Accessibility:  The group is 
exploring opportunities to preserve vulnerable units 
(such as buildings with expiring tax credits terms and 
724 units in manufactured housing communities) and 
using local contacts to expand landlords engaged in 
the LLP program (currently, only one building in each of 
the 5 North King cities are participating).

•

Committee to End Homelessness 
Report: Doing Business a Different 
Way

The Committee to End Homelessness has issued its 2009 
report "Doing Business a Different Way".  The report covers 
progress highlights but also focuses on ways in which we 
have changed the way the system works, including the 
coordinated planning and funding through the Funders 
Group, coordinated entry for chronically homeless single 
adults, the Landlord Liaison Project, rapid-rehousing for 
families, and targeted prevention.  Read the report.

Upcoming Affinity Group Meetings   
 
Affordable Homeownership – September 16, 1:00-2:30 pm, 
Vance Building  
 
Asset & Property Management – September 22, 2:00-3:30 
pm, Impact Capital 
 
Efficient and Quality Development – October 7, 10:00-11:30 
am, WSHFC Training Room 
 
Preservation & Rehabilitation – September 14, 9:00-10:30 
am, Vance Building 
 
Successful Design – September 22, 12:00-1:30 pm, Bakhita 
Gardens  

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. Deadline for newsletter 

posting is 25th of the month. All prior postings are erased unless the posting 

organization renews its posting. 

Asset Management Analyst, National Equity Fund, Inc. •

Mobilization Coordinator, Washington Low Income Housing Alliance •

Housing Planner, Housing Consortium of Everett and Snohomish 

County 

•

Affordable Housing Program - Compliance Analyst, Federal Home Loan 

Bank of Seattle 

•

Resident Manager - 412 Apartments, Capitol Hill Housing •

Resident Manager - Larned Apartments, Capitol Hill Housing •

Program Director - The Wintonia, Catholic Housing Services •

Senior Accounting Clerk, Impact Capital •

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

September 10th, 2010, Seattle, WA 

InterIm CDA Annual Gala Luncheon 

•

September 15th, 2010, Seattle, WA 

Annual Political Will to End Homelessness Conference 

•

September 15th, 2010, Seattle, WA •
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Strength of Place Village - Groundbreaking 

September 16th, 2010, Seattle, WA 

Senior Housing Series: Serving Our Elderly Homeless

•
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