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“Affording Opportunity” 

The 2006 State Legislative 
Session: 

Budget victories, regulatory reforms 
and lingering questions. 

The 2006 state legislative session came to a 
close on March 8 th , and affordable housing did 
very well.  HDC and the Washington Low Income 
Housing Alliance entered the session with a mix 
of low expectations (due to the limited scope of 
a short-session) and high hopes (early rumors 
held out the possibility of major funding opportu- 
nities from the budget surplus). In the end, a 
combination of hard work and creative compro- 
mise led to important gains, but left some im- 
portant questions unanswered. 

Some of the highlights of the session include: 

• Historic legislation clarifying, once and for 
all, the power of local governments to cre- 
ate incentive programs for the develop- 
ment of affordable housing. [HB 2984] 

• An increase in the Washington State Hous- 
ing Finance Commission’s debt limit,  giv- 
ing them an important $1.5 billion in new 
bonding capacity. [HB 3070] 

• A one-time appropriation of $21 million to 
the Housing Trust Fund in the supplemen- 
tal budget. Not only will this fund important 
priorities such as the Energy Matchmakers 
Program and the Washington Families 
Fund, it established the important prece- 
dent of using money from the General Fund 
(where revenue from the hot housing mar- 
ket goes) to fund the development and 
operation of affordable housing. [HB 2418] 

These victories came only after a coalition of 
committed activists dedicated time and energy 
to lobbying on their behalf. More than 160 alli- 
ance members wrote 720 emails to their repre- 
sentatives. More than 200 advocates attended 
Housing Advocacy Day, making it a huge suc- 
cess. Collectively, advocates met personally with 
nearly 90% of the legislature. Without this work, 
the victories of 2006 would have been unlikely. 

Continued on page 2... 
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HDC Board Meetings 

•Wednesday, April 5 
9:00 am - 11 am 
AHW, 2014 E. Madison 

•Wednesday, May 5 
9:00 am - 11 am 
AHW, 2014 E. Madison 

HDC Monthly Meetings 

•Friday, April 14, 2006 
Noon - 1:30 pm 
28th Floor Board Room 
WSHFC, 1000 2nd Avenue 

•Friday, May 12, 2006 
Noon - 1:30 pm 
28th Floor Board Room 
WSHFC, 1000 2nd Avenue 

For more information, contact 
Erin Hiemstra at 
206.682.9541 or 

erin@housingconsortium.org 

The President’s Budget 2 

Learning about the EITC 4 

Workshops-Seminars 5 

Job Opportunities 5 

WHAT’S INSIDE: 

The Future of the Field II: 
The Way Forward 

On Friday March 10th, 95 directors, board mem- 
bers and senior managers of HDC member organi- 
zations spent a day looking ahead. The event, part 
two of the “Future of the Field” process, built on 
the Nov. 4th retreat where members looked closely 
at the size and scope of the challenge faced by the 
affordable housing industry. The March event, 
billed as “The Way Forward” was a chance for 
members to look closely at how they wanted the 
world to change (internally and externally) and 
what they could do to create that reality. 

In the months between the Nov. 4th retreat and 
March 10th, HDC staff and a small subset of the 
original attendees worked with facilitator Judy 
Clegg to craft a broad long-range vision for the 
housing community: 

Everyone in King County will have safe, decent 
and affordable housing. The broader community 

has recognized that housing is central to the 
region’s success. 

Continued on page 2... 

HDC Board Member Dinah Thoreson 
presents the HDC Vision on March 10 

HDC members work in small groups on 
strategies to achieve the HDC vision
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HUD Budget Objectives Ring False 
Last month, President Bush sent his 2007 Budget request to 
Congress.  As HUD Secretary Alphonso Jackson explained to the 
subcommittee that oversees HUD funding on March 2nd, “the 
President’s proposed…budget truly reflects his intent to address 
our nation’s housing, economic, and community development 
requirements.”  The President illustrated his priorities by propos- 
ing cuts to housing for the elderly by 26 percent, cuts to housing 
for the disabled by 50 percent, cuts of more than $1 billion from 
the Community Development Block Grant Program and the elimi- 
nation of HOPE VI funding. 

While Secretary Jackson characterized these cuts as “lending a 
compassionate hand to Americans in need, while using taxpayer 
money more wisely,” Washington state Senator Patty Murray, 
who is the top Democrat on the Subcommittee, pointed out that 
the President is cutting more than $620 million from the HUD 
budget while increasing spending for Exploration Systems in 
NASA by $860 million.  Senator Murray explained to Secretary 
Jackson that while she supports space exploration, “when it 
comes to sending an astronaut to Mars or housing our elderly 
and disabled neighbors here on earth, there’s no doubt where 
my priorities lie.” 

The budget shortfall would have significant impacts on housing 
programs in King County.  Cuts to CDBG threaten the over $6 
million King County and its suburban cities have used per year 
on average to improve our communities in many valuable ways. 
The Seattle Housing Authority currently receives approximately 
$12 million from the Public Housing Capital Fund to maintain 
and rehab its buildings, a program the President’s budget 
slashes by 11 percent.  If those cuts are passed,  SHA is slated 
to loose over $1.2 million in capital funds.  The cuts would simi- 
larly squeeze the King County Housing Authority, forcing the 
delay of improvement projects in the pipeline by at least two 
years. 

The budget proposal does include a $500 million funding in- 
crease for the Section 8 Voucher Program.  According to the 
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities the President’s budget 
would renew approximately 2.7 million vouchers, roughly the 
same amount renewed in 2006.  However, the budget continues 
to use the dollar-based Section 8 funding formula implemented 
in 2005.  This formula bases funding distributed to each housing 
authority on the amount it received in the previous year, ad- 
justed for inflation.  The flawed formula is based on two year old 
data and dramatically underestimates cost increases. 

Because of its inaccuracies, the funding formula inequitably 
distributes funding to local housing authorities.  For example, 
under the proposed budget, the King County Housing Authority is 
projected to have an additional 57 vouchers funded in 2007.  In 
contrast, the Seattle Housing Authority is projected to lose over 
100 vouchers.  As a result of the dollar-based formula, it is esti- 
mated that 21 housing authorities in Washington state would be 
forced to cut nearly 400 vouchers in 2007. 

On March 14, Senator Murray introduced an amendment on the 
Senate floor to the Budget Resolution, the blueprint the Senate 
will use to distribute funding to all federal agencies, restoring the 
$1 billion in cuts to the CDBG program.  While many members of 
Congress have expressed their concern over the President’s cuts 
to the HUD budget, they must hear from constituents.  Contact 
your Senators and ask them to support fully funding all HUD 
programs.  For more information about how to contact your Rep- 
resentatives and Senators, send an email to 
erin@housingconstortium.org. 

The 2006 Session, cont’d... 
From P. 1 
But there are important state legislative questions that remain 
unanswered. What will be the housing community’s next multi- 
year goal (as “$100 million for the Housing Trust Fund” was)? Can 
HDC and the Alliance build on this session’s success and look to 
the General Fund as an ongoing funding source for housing pro- 
grams? How can the state create more momentum at the local 
level towards the development of zoning that harnesses the de- 
velopment capacity of the private sector? And maybe the most 
challenging problem, what will it take to encourage champions for 
housing in the Senate? 

In the 2006 session the housing community demonstrated its 
ability to work together, to rally behind a diverse array of needs, 
and to stick together even during difficult negotiations. These 
skills will be paramount as HDC and the Alliance look towards the 
2007 session and beyond. 

The Future of the Field Part II: The 
Way Forward 
From P. 1 

The visioning workgroup concluded the HDC community should 
not change its vision of safe, decent affordable housing  for all. At 
the same time, the workgroup recognized that our current direc- 
tion is not effectively achieving the vision. 

On March 10th, HDC members validated that essential vision, 
then moved quickly to begin identifying intermediary goals (which 
they labeled “milestones”) and building strategies necessary to 
reach our vision.  These milestones and strategies were divided 
into two areas, external change and internal change. Some exam- 
ples of milestones (which then guided the strategy development) 
included a regional housing levy (external), a concrete partnership 
with the education community (external) and a radical streamlin- 
ing of the funding process so that projects are developed around 
the projects not the funding availability (internal). 

HDC staff will now look closely at the work product from the 
March 10th retreat. They will examine the external and the inter- 
nal milestones and strategies, and put them into a manageable 
and accessible format. The next step will be to build agreement 
around which strategies to prioritize. In order to make these 
choices, HDC has laid out the following process: 

• HDC will distribute an analysis of the retreat product, much 
as it did after the Nov. 4th retreat, to attendees and the rest 
of the HDC community. (Around March 27th) 

• HDC will create a mechanism and process for the HDC com- 
munity to prioritize the external and internal strategies, so 
that we as a community can go from ideas & possibilities, to 
planning and results. This process could involve another 
online survey, much like we did before Nov. 4th; be ready for 
an email alerting you of that. (Early April, 2006) 

• HDC staff, working with the Board, will create and distribute 
to the HDC community a final “Way Forward” document, 
outlining the final, prioritized strategies to be executed. (Mid- 
April 2006) 

Based on the results of this prioritization process, HDC staff will 
work with the HDC Board and the Affinity Groups to create work- 
plans and find the resources necessary to execute the strategies 
embraced by the HDC community.
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Eight representatives of HDC traveled to Washington, DC, to par- 
ticipate in the 2006 National Low Income Housing Coalition Con- 
ference—HDC staff member Erin Hiemstra, LIHI staff members 
Josh Okrent, Marie Winjum and Lesley Jenkins, and tenants Carla 
Keyes and Judi Martinez, Donald Chamberlain of AIDS Housing of 
Washington, along with Shane Rock of the Washington Low In- 
come Housing Alliance.  The HDC contingent had the chance to 
hear from Pat Robinson of the newly formed Louisiana Housing 
Alliance, about the grim circumstances New Orleanians continue 
to face; from New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg about his inno- 
vative housing policies that have built over 100,000 units of af- 
fordable housing in Manhattan; and from Senator Jack Reed, 
Ranking Member of the Senate Housing and Transportation Sub- 
committee, about President Bush’s 2007 budget request and the 
status of federally funded housing programs. 

In addition to hearing from these marquee speakers, and perhaps 
more importantly, the delegation representing affordable housing 
advocates from Washington state visited every office of our Con- 
gressional Delegation from Western Washington as well as the 
offices of Senators Cantwell and Murray asking for support for 
federal housing programs.   Conducting a total of 10 meetings in 
a single afternoon, the group reiterated the importance of federal 
housing programs including the Community Development Block 
Grant, Section 8 Vouchers, Section 202 and 811 funding for sen- 
iors and those with disabilities, and the Public Housing Capital 
fund, all of which are slated for significant cuts in the President’s 
2007 budget proposal that are so critically for communities in 
King County. 

The most effect messages came from the tenants who partici- 
pated in each meeting, Clara Keyes and Judi Martinez, who are 
residents in different LIHI properties.  With incredible dignity and 
strength these two women shared their hardships and their self 
proclaimed victory over extraordinarily difficult circumstances and 
spoke eloquently of the importance affordable housing has played 
in the improvements in their lives.  Most Congressional offices 
spoke of the reality they face, that programs servicing low income 
and special needs populations remain on this administration’s 
chopping block.  However, each Congressional office reaffirmed 
their support for affordable housing and programs that serve low 
income members of our community. 

In the coming year federal affordable housing programs will face 
another round of debilitating cutbacks. However, the courageous 
activism of people like Clara Keyes and Judi Martinez from LIHI, 
and the tireless work of advocates within HDC will keep our 
elected officials accountable for the actions they take.  Please 
look for action alerts regarding the President’s Budget and other 
Congressional actions related to affordable housing in upcoming 
issues of HousingNews and at www.housingconsortium.org. 

Senator Jack Reed addressing the crowd at the 
National Low Income Housing Coalition Conference 

LIHI Staff Members Marie Winjum and Lesley Jenkins listen 
intently to the NLIHC Conference Keynote Speaker Senator 
Jack Reed. 

Shane Rock, Donald Chamberlain, LIHI tenant Judi Jen- 
kins, Josh Okrent, Marie Winjum, Lesley Jenkins and LIHI 
tenant Clara Keyes meeting in Rep. Baird’s DC office 

HDC Goes To Washington
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On February 27 and 28, nearly 500 affordable housing advocates, 
including eight HDC members, converged on our nation’s capitol 
to meet, mingle, learn and lobby for and about the affordable 
housing crisis that plagues much of the nation.  After two days of 
hearing from notable keynote speak- 
ers, choosing from over 20 informa- 
tive workshops and meeting col- 
leagues from around the country, 
conference participants went to 
Capitol Hill with the message that 
federal housing programs are a key 
component of a local community’s 
ability to address its housing afforda- 
bility gap.  While advocates arrived 
hoping to make a lasting impression 
on their Congressional delegations, 
conference participants gained a 
fresh perspective as well. 

Though the conference was punctu- 
ated by political speakers included 
New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and Senator Jack Reed it 
was National Public Radio Senior 
Correspondent Juan Williams that 
gave the most rousing call to action. 
Calling the work of housing advo- 
cates “radical activism,” Mr. Williams 
linked our work to the ongoing civil 
rights movement described in his 
book Eyes on the Prize. Mr. Williams 
called on the crowd to “get in the 
ring and keep fighting.”  He was met 
with shouts of agreement and re- 
ceived as standing ovation as he 
stepped down from the podium. 

In his speech, Mr. Williams cited the 
tireless work of historical figures 
including Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Thur- 
good Marshall as models for the de- 
parture from mainstream thinking 
necessary for significant change. 
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Deadline for job ads 25th of the month. 

Mr. Williams’ characterization that we are “radical activists” is 
also applicable to the work HDC has undertaken in the Future 
of the Field process.  As part of the Future of the Field process, 
we stand on the cusp of taking bold, perhaps even “radical” 

new steps towards ending the afford- 
able housing crisis in Washington 
state.  HDC members have the unique 
opportunity to take on such a role at 
the local level by departing from busi- 
ness as usual and identifying bold new 
means of creating communities in 
which everyone has as access to a 
safe, decent, appropriate and afford- 
able place to live. 

Mr. Williams also pointedly talked of 
movements citing the civil rights move- 
ment and the swell of sea change 
necessary to tip the direction of soci- 
ety.   While one new idea or new pro- 
gram may make positive improve- 
ments in a community, such as slightly 
easing the development of affordable 
housing, on the larger scale- the scale 
necessary to erase the affordability 
gap in Washington state, we need a 
movement like the ones Mr. Williams 
mentioned.  In order to put housing on 
the priority list of our lawmakers, it 
must also be on the priority lists of our 
neighbors, community leaders, busi- 
nesses, and advocacy organizations. 

As Mr. Williams explained, such a dra- 
matic change is not easy, nor quickly 
won.  However, as he reminded the 
advocates in Washington, DC and as 
we would be wise to remind ourselves 
as we continue to work on the future of 
our field, though the struggle might be 

long and difficult, we continue our work 
so that those who come after us will 
look at what we achieved, and say it 
was the work of a “faithful people.” 

Lesley Jenkins,  LIHI tenant Judi Martinez, LIHI 
staff members Josh Okrent and Marie Winjum 
and tenant Clara Keyes in the U.S. Senate on 
National Low Income Housing Lobby Day. 

NPower Seattle Seeks Partners for EITC Project 
NPower Seattle’s Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) Project is a 
partnership with nonprofit organizations that serve low-income 
communities to teach their clients how to use free technology 
tools that calculate EITC eligibility and file tax returns. The goal of 
this two-year project is to achieve a $2 million increase in the 
EITC credits received by King County families and individuals. 

Partner organizations can attend free workshops, download ma- 
terials from the NPower Seattle website, and request training for 
staff or an in-person appearance by an NPower staff member at 
events. 

Free workshops on teaching clients about online tax tools 
“19 Days and Counting: Free Online Tax Tools & Your Clients” 
offered on 3/29 from 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. at the NPower lab. 
See Npower’s catalog at http://www.npowerseattle.org/ 
education/training/classcatalog.asp for current offerings and 
registration information. 

A Call To Action 
“Radical Activism” Needed Nationally and at Home
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MARCH 19-22 LAS VEGAS, NV 
2006 National Community Reinvestment Conference 
This conference will feature sessions covering CRA examination 
training, innovations in community development investing, com- 
prehensive approaches to community development, and the Na- 
tional Community Development Lending School.   For more infor- 
mation visit http://frbsf.org/community/resources/events.html 

APRIL 5, BELLEVUE, WA 
12TH Annual Washington  State Nonprofit Conference 
Premier gathering of nonprofit leaders, supporters and board 
members come together to explore what it means to truly be a 
community leader in this sector.   More than 300 leaders gather 
for a day of insight, education and practical learning.  For more 
information contact Jeanne Cragin 206.328.3836, or www.exec- 
alliance.org 

APRIL 13, TACOMA WA 
City of Tacoma Fair Housing Conference 
20th Annual Fair Housing Conference will feature experts from 
inside and outside Washington state to discuss current activities 
in a number of areas.  Topics include Fair Housing 101, Fair Hous- 
ing and Independent living for Older People and Fair Housing and 
Domestic Violence.  Call (253) 591-5151 for more information. 

Employment Listings from Housing Organizations 
See www.housingconsortium.org for more current listings. 

Deadline for newsletter posting is 25th of the month. 
All prior postings are erased unless the posting organization renews its posting. 

annual budget of $1.6 mil.  Seeking a bilingual, bicultural 
(Spanish/English) strategic and innovative thinker and leader w/ 
strong communications skills. Demonstrated effectiveness in rela- 
tionship-building, community development, nonprofit management, 
and fundraising.  For more information go to 
www.farmworkerhousing.org. 

Contractor Support Program Manager, Hsg Development Center 
The CSP provides business technical assistance and training to 
minority & women-owned small construction firms to promote their 
success.  Responsible for coordinating all aspects of the CSP, in- 
cluding staffing the CSP Advisory Subcommittee, selecting and 
managing sub-consultant technical assistance providers, assisting 
on fund development for the Program, managing contracts, and for 
providing direct technical assistance to women, minority, and 
emerging construction contractors. E-mail andrew@hdc1.org to 
submit resume. 

Part-time Resident Manager, Housing Resources Group 
HRG seeks an experienced Resident Manager to provide on-site 
management of a 16-unit townhouse complex in the Central Dis- 
trict. Part-time, live-in resident staff. For a complete position de- 
scription, list of required and desired qualifications and info how to 
apply, visit: http://www.hrg.org/htm/employment/current-jobs.htm 

Fund Development Associate, Lutheran Alliance to Create Hsg 
The Development Associate implements LATCH marketing and fund 
development programs to strengthen relationships with LATCH 
constituencies, build support for affordable housing, and secure 
adequate resources from congregations, individuals and commu- 
nity partners to carry out the mission of the organization.  This is a 
full-time position and includes some evenings and weekends. Full 
job description available at www.latch.org. 

Workshop-Seminars-Conferences 
See www.housingconsortium.org for detailed listings 

APRIL 24-26 PORTLAND, OR 
2006 NAHRO Annual Conference 
NAHRO 2006 Annual Conference “Moving Forward: New Tool, 
Resources and Results.”  This national conference provides pro- 
fessional development and useful information for your organiza- 
tion.  Detailed program available soon, visit www.nahro.org for 
more information. 

MAY 10-12 YAKIMA, WA 
Washington State Coalition for the Homeless Conference 
Attend the 16th Annual Conference to learn new skills, examine 
best practices, and build innovative partnerships that will help us 
effectively implement plans to end homelessness in Washington 
State. For more information visit www.EndHomelessnessWA.org. 

SEPT 10-12 BELLEVUE, WA 
Housing Washington 2006 
13th Annual Affordable Housing Conference.  Housing Washing- 
ton is a leading conference presenting the best national and re- 
gional affordable housing experts.  For more Information & up- 
dates visis www.wshfc.org/conf. 

Full-time Resident Manager, Housing Resources Group 
Seeking an experienced Resident Manager to manage the Gra- 
ham/Terry Apartments, a 121-unit, two-building complex with 
indoor and outdoor parking lots. Supervise work of common area 
cleaning and light maintenance staff as well as after-hours cover- 
age staff. Perform a combination of recordkeeping, common area 
cleaning and light maintenance. Collect rents and assist the Prop- 
erty Manager with eviction procedures as necessary. For a com- 
plete position description, list of required and desired qualifica- 
tions and info how to apply, visit: 
http://www.hrg.org/htm/employment/current-jobs.htm 

Director of Resource Development, Plymouth Housing Group 
Responsible for the oversight of resource development - including 
$1 million operation fund raising, capital campaign, supervise 3 
staff, public relations and board liaison. Req: BS/BA preferred in 
related field & 5 plus years of relevant experience. $60K - $70K 
DOE + great benefits. Email resume to jobs@plymouthhousing.org 
or fax to 206-374-0602. 

Consultations Manager, AIDS Housing of Washington 
This position will manage agency’s training, consultation, and 
technical assistance activities and personnel ($1 million budget). 
Provide direct technical assistance and consulting services in the 
fields of AIDS housing and homelessness, including travel nation- 
wide and regionally. Conceptualize and develop new products 
and market agency’s services. Write grant proposals and main- 
tain relationships with funders including HUD, other government 
entities, and community orgs. See www.aidshousing.org for job 
description. Submit resume to: jobs@aidshousing.org 

Housing Development Corporation of NW Oregon, Hillsboro OR 
Executive Director sought. The position supervises staff of 5 w/


