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A LOOK AHEAD 
From HDC Director Carla Okigwe 
 

January starts off with my son’s birthday.  
This year he is 33, the same age I was 
when we first moved to Seattle for a job in 
housing with the City.  My, how things 
have changed!   In those days, Seattle 
looked to Portland to find out how to “do” 
affordable housing. The suburbs were 

barely populated—the valley south of Southcenter was 
mostly working farmland, and there were apple stands on 
the way to Bellevue’s post office and village center (the 
toll on the 520 bridge was still in effect and the I-90 
bridge had a bulge).  Nonprofit housing developers were 
almost nonexistent, save for a few one-project church-
sponsored organizations and several community 
development and social service groups.  HDC wasn’t 
even a twinkle in anyone’s eye!  Low-income housing 
was either public housing or privately developed, 
federally subsidized projects mainly concentrated in older 
and poorer areas.  King County and Seattle were just 
realizing they could direct where the federal housing 
money went and were about to begin encouraging low-
income housing in newer and higher income areas. 
 
Fast forward to 2004. One thing that really stands out 
about this region is that our residents and elected officials 
are willing and able to make good change happen. Over 
the last couple of decades, a sweeping growth 
management movement has burgeoned and an energetic 
nonprofit housing industry has sprung up giving birth to 
HDC.  The suburbs are densely populated now, and some 
of them are devising creative ways to include low-income 
housing along with new development in their 
communities.  But suburban city incorporation has 
brought crisis to King County government, as tax 
revenues and funding responsibilities are shifted.  
Certainly, the economic recession of the last few years 
has not helped. 
 
For 2004, HDC members have selected four priorities for 
our collective effort within this regional economic 
context.  Note that on each priority, we are working in 
partnerships with other coalitions to strengthen our effort. 
 

 
HDC SETS 2004 PRIORITIES 
 
1) Obtain dedicated funding for housing 

and human services in King County.  
The “market areas” for housing and human services do 
not correspond to city jurisdictional boundaries, yet 
throughout the region there is a need for these services.  
King County and its cities have adopted comprehensive 
plan goals that must be achieved.  HDC will continue its 
strong support for a regional funding solution, working in 
partnership with the King County Alliance for Human 
Services.   

2) Create new resources for project 
development and operation.   

HDC has adopted a plan to implement a Community 
Education and Public Awareness Campaign to increase 
public understanding of the important role nonprofit 
housing plays in King County communities.  Washington 
Mutual and Fannie Mae Foundation are helping fund this 
effort, and we are coordinating with the national 
Campaign for Affordable Housing.   

3) Integrate affordable housing into large-
scale new developments.   

Numerous public and private efforts are underway that 
will create entirely new mixed-use communities.  The 
Port of Seattle has two huge areas they are planning to 
convert to new uses.  In South Lake Union, Vulcan 
Corporation is making significant changes.  The City of 
Seattle just worked out a compromise with several private 
developers to renovate the Northgate Mall area along with 
additional housing.  The City of Renton is looking to 
make major changes in its downtown area.  HDC will 
continue working with the Coalition for Healthy 
Communities, a broad-based alliance of housing, 
transportation, growth management, labor and 
environmental groups to promote sustainable 
development in these and other new developments. 

4) Control insurance costs for contractors 
and properties.   

Without stable insurance costs, it is impossible to deliver 
affordable housing.  Condo builders in particular have 
been hit with increases so high they can no longer build 
this type of structure, yet condos are necessary to 
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implement growth management strategies in our region.  
Nonprofits cannot pass on huge increases to low-income 
tenants who already are struggling to pay their rents.  
Some insurance companies are simply canceling 
insurance, even though no claims have ever been filed, 
because they suddenly decided “senior housing” or other 
types of affordable housing are risky.   HDC will be 
working closely with the Master Builders Association of 
King and Snohomish Counties and the State Affordable 
Housing Advisory Board on possible legislation and other 
solutions to the insurance crisis. 
 
 
WAMU ELVES VISIT HDC 

 
Just in time for the holidays! Washington Mutual presents HDC 
$75,000 to support raising awareness of affordable housing 
needs in the community. From left to right – Bob Flowers, Carla 
Okigwe, Dinah Thoreson, Bettye Wilkes, Tim Otani 

 
 
HOUSING MYTHS 
TALKING TO THE SUBURBS 
HDC hopes to establish a dialogue between HDC 
nonprofit developers and the elected officials, policy- and 
decision-makers, city staffs and others involved in 
affordable housing through a series of invitational forums. 
The first forum Affordable Housing: Myth vs. Reality—
Creating a Dialogue with Suburban Cities focuses on 
south King County cities and is scheduled for 
Wednesday, January 21, from 11:30 to 1:30 p.m. at the 
Renton Holiday Inn. Seattle Times columnist Mark 
Hinshaw, FAIA, will moderate two panel discussions with 
the opportunity for audience participation. 
 
The first panel of nonprofit developers, elected officials 
and city staff will “debunk the myths” about affordable 
housing and present some successful examples of how it 
works. The second panel of suburban city mayors will 
present their perspectives on issues, concerns and 
challenges of affordable housing in their cities.  
 
For more information, contact Joyce Halldorson at            
206/ 682-9541 or joyce@hdc-kingcounty.org. 

State Legislative Issues 
 
The State Legislature begins a “short” session January 12.  
HDC is an active member of the Washington Low Income 
Housing Alliance (WLIHA) and fully supports its 2004 
Legislative Agenda.   
 
 
 

Federal Legislative Issues 
Congress will be back in session January 20. 

Affordable Housing Preservation Tax Relief Act 
(HR 3485):  This bill was introduced by Reps. Ramstad 
(R-MN) and Cardin (D-MD) 11/12/03.  It would provide 
exit tax relief for preservation of housing assisted under 
Section 236 or 221(d)(3), with project-based Section 8 
assistance, with a USDA loan, or with Low Income 
Housing Tax Credits. A state allocation agency would 
award a tax credit to a preservation purchaser.  

American Dream Downpayment Act: 
President Bush signed S. 811, the American Dream 
Downpayment Act 12/16, establishing a downpayment 
assistance program for low income first-time homebuyers 
under the HOME program.  Though the Act authorized 
Congress to allocate $200 million each year for the next 
four years, instead Congress voted only $87.5 million in 
the FY04 omnibus appropriations bill, enough to assist 
about 17,500 families.  Other provisions include language 
reauthorizing HOPE VI for public housing revitalization; 
increasing FHA multifamily loan limits; and creating a 
demonstration program in the Section 202 program for 
intergenerational housing.       
  
LEGACY Act of 2003: This was added to S.811 
(above) during consideration in the Senate Banking 
Committee, and has been signed by the President, but it is 
cited as the LEGACY Act of 2003 (Living Equitably: 
Grandparents Aiding Children and Youth Act). The Act 
provides for the creation of a national demonstration 
project within HUD’s Section 202 elderly housing 
program to develop housing specifically for grandparents 
and other relatives raising children.  (continued next page)  
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Currently, children are not permitted to live in senior 
housing. Other provisions include training for HUD 
personnel regarding grandparents and other relative-
headed families, and the completion of a national study of 
the housing needs of intergenerational families.  
 
VA/HUD Appropriations Bill Update:  The bill is 
now wrapped into a five-bill omnibus. It includes Section 
8 program renewal language, and wording that may allow 
total funding of the Section 8 program.  The Senate is 
planning to vote on this bill January 20.   
   
New HUD Secretary:  In case you missed it, Mel 
Martinez resigned from HUD to run for Senate in Florida.  
President Bush has nominated HUD Deputy Secretary 
Alphonso Jackson to replace him.    
Updat 
Summary sources: National Low Income Housing Coalition 
Memo to Members 12/21/03; also Congressional Quarterly and 
12/17/03Housing Minnesota Bulletin 
 
s 

Affinity Groups 
 
Insurance Group:  The insurance group sponsored a 
panel at HDC’s December membership meeting on 
insurance issues in affordable housing. Panelists were 
Rep. Shay Schual-Berke, Chair of the Washington House 
Financial Institutions and Insurance Committee, Megan 
Davidson of ABD Sullivan & Curtis Insurance, and Bill 
Daley of the Washington State Insurance Commissioner’s 
Office. The Commissioner is urging support for his bill 
that would allow Joint Underwriting Associations to be 
established for adult family homes, community residential 
programs, building contractors, hospitals and health care 
clinics.  HDC is planning to engage a consultant to 
analyze feasible insurance options for nonprofit housing 
developers and owners. For information on the insurance 
group, contact Linda Hall, St. Andrews Housing Group at 
425/746-1699 or lindah@sahg.org. 
 
Tax Credits/Bond Cap Group:  For information 
about Tax Credit/Bond Cap activities, contact Sarah 
Lewontin, HRG, at 206/623-0506 x 227. 
 
Successful Design Group:  HDC’s Successful 
Design Group is sponsoring an educational panel for 
HDC members at HDC’s February monthly membership 
meeting.  For information, contact Knute Brinchmann, 
HRG at 206/623-0506 or Rob Shwed, Common Ground 
at 206/461-4500 x 128. 
 
Funding Coordination Group:   CTED’s 
Assistant Director for Housing Stephen Buxbaum is 
interested in simplifying project applications and their 
review.  Several members of HDC’s Funding 
Coordination group will be working with him and other 
public funders to ensure any change is implemented 

carefully.  Group contact is Sue Cary, Capitol Hill 
Housing Improvement Program at 206/329-7303  x 113. 
 
Federal Issues: HDC members met with 
Congressman Adam Smith on December 15 for a 
“Housing Roundtable” in Federal Way. Attendees 
advocated continued support of Section 8 funding and 
public housing, and HDC Director Carla Okigwe raised 
liability insurance as a major issue of concern in low-
income housing development. 
 
King County Group: HDC is sponsoring a series of 
suburban housing forums to raise awareness about the 
need for affordable housing in King County.  The first 
forum will focus on South King County and is scheduled 
for January 21. See the separate article in this newsletter 
and contact Joyce Halldorson, HDC Communications 
Director, for more information at 206/682-9541. For King 
County group information contact Linda Hall, St. 
Andrew’s Housing Group, at 425/746-1699. 
 
Seattle Issues:  HDC met with Seattle Department 
of Transportation Director Grace Crunican on December 
10.  She is very interested in finding solutions to our 
issues, and asked HDC to designate a few representatives 
to work with her staff to recommend solutions.  Contact 
Tom Eanes, Pyatok Architects, at 206/260-1927 or Brian 
Sweeney, LIHI, at 206/443-9935 x 137 for more 
information. 
 

 
Upcoming HDC Meetings 

 
   HDC Annual Meeting – All Members 
    Elect Board & Adopt Dues and Budget 
    Friday, January 16, Noon - 2pm 
    1000 Second Avenue, 28th floor Board Room 
    Bring your lunch to munch 
 
   HDC Monthly Membership Meeting 
   Topic: Green Building  
    Friday, February 13, Noon - 2pm 
    1000 Second Avenue, 28th floor Board Room  
    Bring your lunch to munch 
 
   Housing Advocacy Day in Olympia 
    Thursday, January 29, 9am - 4pm 
    Morning program/Afternoon legislator meetings 
 
   HDC Board Meetings, FYI 
    Wednesday, January 7 & February 4, 8:30am - 10am  
    1000 Second Ave, 28th floor Board Room 
 
  For information about these meetings, please contact            

Nat Delafield at 206/ 682-9541 or nat@hdc-kingcounty.org 
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ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS 
Sustainable Seattle Awards 
Sustainable Seattle wants to recognize the work of 
individuals and organizations that are making a concerted 
effort to improve the quality of life in our Puget Sound 
region while sustaining the natural systems that support 
the health of our community, our economy, and ourselves.  
The Sustainable Community Outstanding Leadership 
awards recognize leadership in the following categories: 

 Built Environment 
 Business 
 Government 
 Neighborhoods & Community 
 Social Justice 

Details can be found at www.sustainableseattle.org. 
Nominations are due February 16, 2004. 
 
 
 
 

Workshops|Seminars|Conferences 
See www.hdc-kingcounty.org for detailed listings  

Northwest Community Development Training & 
Policy Summit, January 12-14, Portland OR            
Multi-state event by the Association of Oregon Community 
Development Organizations (AOCDO). 3 days of training, 
federal policy discussion, national level speakers, and 
networking. Peer and professional trainers in community 
development, how northwest groups can affect national policy, 
and developments in micro-enterprise. Contact AOCDO at 503-
223-4041, smcdonald@aocdo.org, or www.aocdo.org. 

Environmentally Critical Areas [Seattle] Code and 
Policy Workshop, January 21, Seattle Center 
DPD is hosting a public meeting to discuss the first major 
update to City of Seattle’s ECA regulations and policies. Shaw 
Room, 6:30-8:30 pm. More information at 
www.seattle.gov/DCLU/news/20031216a.asp 
 
Rural Community Assistance Corp National 
Conference, March 22-24, Portland OR   
Sessions and events on Western cultures and diversity. Training 
in rural development including: cultures of the West; self-help 
housing; rural housing; community development, housing in 
Indian country and more.  Information at www.rcac.org. 
 
Advancing Affordable Housing through 
Communications Campaigns, May 5, Minneapolis 
How can advocates communicate effectively to gain support for 
affordable housing? Join experienced practitioners, national 
housing leaders, and marketing professionals from across the 
country. Keynote speakers include Minneapolis Mayor R.T. 
Rybak, and Carl Guardino, President and CEO of the Silicon 
Valley Manufacturing Group. Hosted by the Neighborhood 
Reinvestment Corporation and The Campaign for Affordable 
Housing. Information at http://nw.org/network 
/training/tuitregis/minneapolis2004/minneapolis2004Symp.htm.  
 
 
  

Employment Opportunities 
See www.hdc-kingcounty.org for detailed listings 

 
Business Manager, Archdiocesan Housing Authority 
Responsible for facility operations, tenant management, bookkeeping, 
coordinating with Seattle Housing Authority, monitoring contracts, 
collectibles and payables at the Wintonia. For information, contact Katie 
Parker, Program Director at 206/467-1878. Resume and cover letter to: 
Archdiocesan Housing Authority, HR-WIN, 1902 Second Ave., Seattle, 
WA 98101. 
 
Housing Manager, Archdiocesan Housing Authority   
Part-time, 30 hours per week at the Sumner Commons Apartments. For 
information, contact Tristan Plummer 206/ 328-6531. Resume and 
cover letter to Archdiocesan Housing Authority, HR-SHM, 1902 Second 
Ave., Seattle, WA 98101. 
 
Resident Manager, Archdiocesan Housing Authority 
For the New Look Apartments in Tacoma, WA. Live onsite in a 49-unit 
low-income housing community for adults age 55 and older. For 
information, contact Laurie Patten, Division Director at 206/328-5796. 
Send resume and cover letter to: Archdiocesan Housing Authority, HR-
NLA, 1902 Second Ave, Seattle, WA 98101. 
 
Maintenance Worker, Housing Resources Group   
Perform apartment properties maintenance tasks at HRG properties. 
For application, visit www.hrg.org or call 206/957-2710. Submit to: 
Housing Resources Group, 1651 Bellevue Avenue, Seattle, WA 98122. 
 
Compliance Specialist, Low Income Housing Institute 
Responsible for coordinating properties, funder reporting and 
compliance with funder requirements. Submit resume and cover letter 
to: LIHI HR - Compliance Specialist, 2407 First Avenue #200, Seattle, 
WA 98121 or fax to 206/443-9851. For information, see www.lihi.org or 
call 206/443-9935 x 113. 
 
Executive Director, Larkin Street Youth Services  
Larkin Street Youth Services offers an award-winning continuum of 
comprehensive services for homeless youth in San Francisco. For 
information, contact Kristine Morris, Morris & Berger Executive Search 
Consultants at 626/795-0522 or kmorris@morrisberger.com. 
 
Property Manager, Seattle Chinatown International District 
Preservation and Development Authority (SCIDPDA)   
Full time property manager experienced in affordable housing and 
commercial property management needed to join our multicultural 
team.  HUD or Tax Credit experience preferred.  Send resume and 
cover letter to:  SCIDPDA  Attn:  Human Resources, PO Box 3302, 
Seattle, WA  98114, fax:  (206) 467-6376 or email:  KimG@scidpda.org 
 
Housing Assistant, Seattle Chinatown International District 
Preservation and Development Authority (SCIDPDA)   
Full time customer service position providing housing services to our 
low-income residents.  Send resume and cover letter to:  SCIDPDA  
Attn:  Human Resources, PO Box 3302, Seattle, WA 98114, fax:  (206) 
467-6376 or email:  KimG@scidpda.org 
 
Administrative Specialist, Delridge Neighborhoods Development 
Association 
Reception and office management.  Send resume and letter with 3 
professional references to DNDA, 5411 Delridge Way SW, Seattle, WA 
98106, attn: Paul Fischburg.  Screening begins 1/5/04. 
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Housing Manager, Archdiocesan Housing Authority 
Full-time manager sought for the Max Hale Center, a 53-unit 
permanent housing facility in Bremerton, WA with financing from LIHTC 
and Section 8 programs. Resume and cover letter to: Archdiocesan 
Housing Authority, HR-MH, 1902 Second Ave., Seattle, WA 98101. 
 
Assistant to Property Manager, Archdiocesan Housing Authority 
Responsible for assisting the management of 196 units of affordable 
housing at 5 sites in Skagit and Whatcom Counties. Resume and cover 
letter to: Archdiocesan Housing Authority, HR-MV, 1902 Second Ave., 
Seattle, WA 98101. 
 
Maintenance Worker, Archdiocesan Housing Authority 
Perform and oversee general maintenance duties at 3 affordable 
housing sites in Bellevue, Redmond and Burien. Resume and cover 
letter to: Archdiocesan Housing Authority, HR-Maint., 1902 Second 
Ave., Seattle, WA 98101. 
 
Primary Front Desk Monitor, Archdiocesan Housing Authority 
Provides front desk support to Traugott Terrace, a clean-and-sober 
housing facility in Seattle. Resume and cover letter to: Archdiocesan 
Housing Authority, HR-TT, 1902 Second Ave., Seattle, WA 98101. 
 
Secondary Front Desk Monitor, Archdiocesan Housing Authority 
Part-time at Traugott Terrace. Resume/cover letter to: Archdiocesan 
Housing Authority, HR-TT, 1902 Second Ave., Seattle, WA 98101. 
 
Assistant Executive Director, Share 
Share, based in Vancouver, WA, seeks a highly motivated individual 
with strong organizational and communication skills. B.A. in a related 
field and three years experience in social services supervising others. 
Position includes human resources management, public relations and 
fundraising. Letter of interest and resume to: Share, PO Box 1209, 
Vancouver, WA 98666 or email execdir@sharevancouver.org. 
 
Senior City Planner, City of Gresham, OR 
Rockwood-West Gresham Urban Renewal Project Manager.  Apply by 
1/9/04. www.ci.gresham.or.us 
 
 
 

Deadline is the 25th of Every Month 
Submit stories, updates, comments, events and job 

postings to nat@hdc-kingcounty.org. 
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