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Meet the New OCD Deputy Director  

Sung Yang is the new Deputy Director for the 
Office of Community Development (OCD) in the 
Washington State Department of Community, Trade 
and Economic Development.  Yang oversees three 
divisions related to the state’s housing, local govern-
ment and community service programs that include 
over 200 employees and a biennial budget of $1.03 
billion in state and federal funds.  Yang responded to 
HDC’s Sarah Morgan by email: 
 
Q. Tell us about your background in housing 
and community development. 
A.  Twenty years ago I had a chance to travel to 
Mexico with a youth volunteer group to build a 
house from scratch for a mother with three children 
who did not have a home.  I mention this because 
being Deputy Director of a community development 
agency,  I get to experience every day a little of how I 
felt that day we completed the house.  No other 
agency in state government has a breadth of issues 
that is as wide-ranging as the Office of Community 
Development. The issues and challenges facing OCD 
are in a sense a microcosm of the issues facing our 
communities generally whether in the area of 
housing, local government or community services.  
Personally, I view this as a big plus that keeps the job 
all the more interesting and exciting.  My community 
development experience is varied, having worked on 
community and economic development issues for 
the State Office of Trade and Economic Development 
and as staff to Martha Choe at the Seattle City 
Council.  I've also been privileged to have served on 
the boards of a social service and arts organizations 
in the Seattle area that has helped me appreciate 
some of the governance challenges facing our non 
profits and the dedicated, hard-working staff that 
sustain these organizations.  My background as an 
attorney has certainly helped me sift through the 
legal issues that can come into play, particularly on 
local government matters.   
 

Q. What do you see as the OCD's focus or 
priority for the coming year? 
A.  In the housing arena, we are very excited about 
our recently announced Housing Pilot Project RFP, 
designed to demonstrate that commercially viable 
affordable housing for low and middle-income 
residents can be built inside designated urban 
growth areas.  We are also eager to work with the 
Affordable Housing Advisory Board (AHAB) to start 
development of the next 5-year affordable housing 
strategic assessment, which helps guide our agency 
and the state's housing priorities.  Another high 
priority of course is to ensure smooth funding 
rounds related to the administration of the Housing 
Trust Fund.  Agency wide, we will also be focused on 
how best to serve local governments and 
communities during these challenging times while 
building a strong, customer-oriented culture within 
the agency.   
 
Q. Is there any message you would like to 
send to Seattle-King County nonprofit 
housing developers? 
A.   I can't wait to get out and meet all of you!   
 
Sung Yang can be reached at 360/ 725-4024 
sungy@cted.wa.gov. 

 

Plugging the State Budget Gap  

The most difficult issue facing the Governor and 
Legislature in 2003 will be the state’s enormous 
budget shortfall. There are many ideas being 
discussed by experts about how to decrease a deficit 
that is expected to be over $2 billion for the 2003-
2005 biennium. 
 
During the last session, the Governor and legislators 
had to patch together a number of resources to 
balance the state’s budget.  Due to the state’s 
sluggish economy, they must again search for ways 
to close the vast budget gap, including using state 
budget reserves, cutting programs, or new revenue 



 

 

sources.  However, almost all of the state’s reserves 
have been used in previous years to balance the 
budget, so there are little or no funds left for that 
option.  There are also few places left to cut that 
don’t have very serious negative impacts on 
Washington’s citizens or economy, particularly at a 
time when high unemployment and slow economic 
growth leave many more of Washington’s citizens in 
dire need of state services.  Some experts believe that 
this means a need to change Washington’s tax 
system, through closing loopholes in existing taxes, 
increasing current taxes, or enacting new revenue 
sources. 
 
Washington’s tax system is the most regressive in 
the nation, meaning that many low-income citizens 
actually pay more state taxes than many citizens 
with higher incomes.  There are many ideas about 
what options are most attractive or fair to pursue in 
order to improve our tax system.  Attorney Bill 
Gates, Sr. is chairing the Washington State Tax 
Structure Study, made up of academic, business, and 
government leaders from across Washington.  This 
study commission will make recommendations to 
the Governor and Legislature in November 
regarding the flexibility, equity, and adequacy of the 
state’s tax system.  
 
Many potential options are available if increased 
revenue is needed.  Some experts recommend 
closing some of the hundreds of current loopholes in 
Washington’s tax system, such as removing sales tax 
exemptions from some of the many services that are 
not currently subject to sales tax.  One such option 
that could have an impact on the housing 
community would be removing the sales tax 
exemption from architectural, legal, and financial 
services.  Other options discussed by experts range 
from increasing sin taxes, to increasing the sales tax 
or business & occupation tax rate, to enacting a state 
income tax for those with extremely high incomes, 
though the amount of revenue raised by various 
options varies widely, from a few thousand dollars to 
over a billion dollars per year.   
 
Obviously, there are many fiscal, economic, political, 
and human factors to be considered as the Governor 
and Legislature consider how to steer Washington 
through one of the worst fiscal crises in state history.  
They face some incredible challenges and difficult 
decisions, regardless of what path they pursue.  

 

Creating New Funding Sources: 
Update of HDC’s “Big Fund” Affinity 

Group 
 

Two years ago at HDC’s annual retreat, members 
first brought up the idea of creating new “non-
traditional” sources of funding for affordable 

housing.  At the time, the economic climate was 
much rosier but it had become apparent that 
government resources would not significantly grow 
to meet future housing needs.   The idea was to tap 
into the wealth of the region and to include people 
who might be interested in giving to affordable 
housing if they had a way of doing it.  HDC decided 
to form an affinity group to explore the idea.   
 
After generating a number of funding resource 
possibilities, HDC hired consultants Patty Grossman 
and Paige Chapel to help us reduce the options to 
one or two and to plan for their implementation. 
   
On August 15 the consultants and affinity group held 
a half-day retreat.  They reaffirmed the basic goal of 
the initiative --  “to expand the pool of resources to 
support an increased base of permanently affordable 
housing.”  The group then selected criteria to 
evaluate seventeen resource ideas, and used them to 
choose several ideas for the consultants to explore 
further. The group plans to meet again in October. 
 

Tax Credits and Property Values 
 

It has long been a claim of NIMBY groups that low-
income housing will drive down the value of 
surrounding homes. The University of Wisconsin’s 
Center for Urban Land Economics Research has 
released a report entitled, “Low Income Housing Tax 
Credit Housing Developments and Property Values,” 
which refutes that claim.  Commissioned by the 
Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development 
Authority, the study explores whether federal tax 
credit developments actually lower surrounding 
property value.  (It did not address the effects of 
projects with other types of subsidy.) 
 
The study looked at homes in Madison that sold 
twice between 1990 and March 2001 and in the 
Milwaukee area between 1995 and March 2001.   
The study found that the closer a home was to a tax 
credit project, the more rapidly its property value 
increased.  More precisely, a home’s property value 
increased about one one-hundredth of a percent 
more rapidly for every 100 feet closer it was to the 
low-income housing.  However, if a neighborhood 
was already highly concentrated with low income 
housing, then the addition of a tax credit project had 
less of a positive effect.  
 
For a complete copy of the report, visit 
www.bus.wisc.edu/realestate.  
 

Federal Legislative Update 

Source: National Low Income Housing Coalition Memo 
to Members-- 8/2/02,  8/9/02 & 8/16/02. 
  
Congress is enjoying a summer recess but there are 
still updates on the federal scene for us to report. 



 

 

Congress will reconvene after Labor Day. 
 
VA-HUD-IA Appropriations Bill – On August 5 
the Senate Appropriations subcommittee passed the 
VA-HU-IA Appropriation bill, revising the 
appropriation to $91.43 billion from $92.93 billion.  
It appears that the designation of $1.5 billion for the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency make the 
allocation equivalent to $92.93 billion. The Senate’s 
revised allocations of its 13 spending bills would 
appropriate $9 million more than the House and 
nearly $10 billion more than the President’s request. 
The bill may be considered in the House earlier than 
previously expected, perhaps as soon as the second 
or third week of September.  It is possible that the 
spending bill will bypass the subcommittee and be 
considered by the full committee. A September 
mark-up on the bill in the House would require 
wrestling with a VA-HUD-IA allocation that is 
inadequate by $2 billion. As a result of the funding 
gap the spending bill may not meet the President’s 
goals nor the Senate’s figures in such areas as 
incremental vouchers.    
 
H.R. 3995 - Housing Affordability For 
America Act– Provides matching grants of up to 
one dollar for every dollar that states and localities 
provide to their own housing trust funds.  Passed out 
of the Financial Services Committee and the 
Judiciary Committee. The bill is now ready for the 
floor, where a debate about the production of 
housing for extremely low-income people is 
expected.  
 

Affordable Housing Month 
 

September is Affordable Housing Month.  All over 
the state housing organizations will look for ways to 
promote affordable housing and to reminded 
legislatures of the important role affordable housing 
plays in the community.   
 
Here are some of the activities HDC is planning: 
• HDC in partnership with the Master Builders 

will run a series of TV adds featuring vignettes 
showing the positive impact of affordable 
housing. 

• Affordable Housing Night at the Mariners. On 
Monday, September 16, over 250 HDC members 
will attend the Mariners game. Joyce may even 
make us all wear housing hats.  

• HDC Awards Event. On September 24, HDC will 
hold its second award event to honor our 
members and others in the community who are 
dedicated to the affordable housing cause.  

What does your organization have planned? 
 

Yes For Homes Update 

The campaign for the Seattle Housing Levy 
continues.  Volunteers are phone banking and 
canvassing neighborhoods to get the word out about 
the need for funding for affordable housing.  If you 
are interested in volunteering,  call the Yes For 
Homes Campaign at 206/ 956-9238.  The most 
important thing to remember is to vote on 
September 17th and to encourage others to do the 
same. 

 
Housing Matters 

A “SALUTE TO SUCCESS” CELEBRATION 
SPONSORED BY WASHINGTON MUTUAL 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2002 • 4:30 TO 7:00 P.M. 
AWARDS PRESENTATION • LIGHT SUPPER AND DRINKS  

LOTS OF FUN 
Watch for your invitation in the mail! 

 

Workshops, Seminars  & Conferences 

10th Annual Affordable Housing Conference, 
September 16, Portland, OR. A one-day 
conference covering basic and advanced issues for 
developing low-income housing. For more 
information or to register visit 
www.millernash.com.    
Spectrum C3P Certification Program, 
October 8-9, Seattle, WA. A comprehensive two 
day training and certification program on the Low 
Income Housing Tax Credit. Cost: $425 per person. 
To register visit www.spectrumseminars.com.  
Spectrum S.T.A.R. Certification Program 
(Rural Development 515), October 10-11, 
Seattle, WA. A comprehensive two day training 
and certification on the Rural Development 5151 
Program. Cost: $375 per person. To register visit 
www.spectrumseminars.com.  
The Balancing Act: What's at stake for 
children and families in the 2003 state 
legislative session, October 29, Yakima, WA. 
The Children's Alliance presents this one-day 
conference for advocates to learn about and focus 
attention on what is at stake for children in the 2003 
state legislative session, strengthen the networks and 
connections between advocates for children, and 
equip ourselves with information and strategies for 
the upcoming year. For more information please 
contact Than Nguyen at 206/ 324-0340 ext 23 or 
than@childrensalliance.org 

NAHRO National Conference, Seattle, WA, 
October 27 - 30, 2002 -- “Today’s Challenge: 
Tomorrow’s Success, Creating a better future 
through housing and community 

http://www.millernash.com/�
http://www.spectrumseminars.com/�
http://www.spectrumseminars.com/�
mailto:than@childernsalliance.org�


 

 

development.”  Sponsored by the National 
Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials 
in the Washington State Convention Center.  
Speakers include King County Executive Ron Sims, 
and housing advocate Cushing Dolbeare.  To register 
go to www.nahro.org 

 

Housing Washington 2002, October 30-
November 1, Hilton Seattle Airport Hotel and 
Conference Center. A three-day affordable 
housing conference. For more information visit 
www.wshfc.org/conf. 

 

***EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES*** 

See www.HDC-KingCounty.org  

for up-to-date job announcements! 

Business Manager, The Wintonia, 
Archdiocesan Housing Authority.  Responsible 
for facility operations, tenant management, 
bookkeeping, coordinating with SHA, monitoring 
contracts, collectibles and payables.  Qualifications 
include: program /financial management 
experience, excellent bookkeeping/ accounting 
skills, access to car and available to be on-call some 
weekends, background in subsidized housing 
programs. Salary: $25,391-$28,032 (DOE).  To 
apply send cover letter and resume to : AHA, HR-
WIN, 1902 Second Ave, Seattle, WA 98107.  OPEN 
UNTIL FILLED.    

Donor Development Coordinator, Plymouth 
Housing Group. This position cultivates two-way 
communication of individual donors and key 
prospects for the solicitation of contributions 
through major gifts and planned gifts. Qualifications 
include a BA/BS in relevant field or combination of 
education and experience, three years of 
progressively responsible and proven experience in 
financial sales, marketing or major donor 
management. Salary: $30,000 -$35,000 plus 
benefits. To apply submit resume to PHG, 2209 1st 
Ave, Seattle, WA 98121 or 
jobs@plymouthhousing.org.  OPEN UNTIL 
FILLED.  

Executive Director, Housing Consortium of 
Everett and Snohomish County. This new 
organization will work within Snohomish County to 
foster solutions to the affordable housing need of 
this community. To organization will foster dialogue 
on housing policies, facilitate public and professional 
education, provide support to housing agencies, and 
advocate for resources toward affordable housing for 
low-income populations. This position is half time 

and will provide coordination of meetings, events 
and activities sponsored by the Consortium.  Salary 
DOE.  To apply send resumes to HCESC, 5830 
Evergreen WA, Everett, WA 98203. OPEN UNTIL 
FILLED. 

 

 

Executive Director, Medina Foundation. 
The Medina Foundation is an $80 million asset 
private foundation focused on aiding the human 
condition in the Puget Sound region by providing 
grants to qualifying organizations. The ED works 
under the guidance of a 15-person family Board of 
Trustees. This position will provide overall 
leadership, vision and management for the Medina 
Foundation. Qualifications include several years of 
executive leadership experience, pervious grant 
making foundation management experience, an 
ability to represent the Foundation in the 
community at large and a personal interest in and 
commitment to community, educational and 
philanthropic interests. Salary commensurate with 
experience. To apply send resume, references and 
cover letter including salary expectations to : Medina 
Foundation Search Committee, c/o Elizabeth 
Williams, 801 Second Avenue, Suite 1300, Seattle, 
WA 98104.  

Executive Director, Twin Cities CDC of 
Fitchburg and Leominster, MA. The ideal 
candidate for this position will have a commitment 
to community based planning and development, 
with leadership skills in the fields of affordable 
housing, economic development, and community 
organizing. A proven track record with fundraising, 
strategic planning and non-profit management is 
essential to this position. The Executive Director will 
oversee a staff of 12 and a $700K annual operating 
budget. A competitive salary and benefits package is 
offered for this opportunity.   For immediate 
consideration, submit letter and resume to 
hugh.kentley@verizon.net. For information about 
Twin Cities CDC, please visit www.twincitiescdc.com 

Housing Project Manager, King County 
Housing Finance Program. This is a full-time 
temporary position through December 2002. Duties 
include development of contract documents, 
auditing and processing invoices, conducting site 
inspections, providing technical assistance to project 
sponsors, and monitor project progress for 
compliance with contract requirements. Masters 
Degree plus two years experience in housing finance, 
project management, planning and/or development 
is required. Salary: $43,789-$55,692 DOE + 
benefits. To apply send letter of interest and resume 
to Maureen Kostyack, Coordinator, King County 

http://www.wshfc.org/conf�
mailto:jobs@plymouth�
mailto:hugh.kentley@verizon.net�
http://www.twincitiescdc.com/�


 

 

Housing Finance Program, 821 Second Ave, Suite 
500, Seattle, WA 98104.  

DEADLINE FOR NEWS ITEMS 
IS THE 12th OF EVERY MONTH. 
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