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Seattle Housing Levy Passes!!!!! 

As of this writing, with 100% of the on-site votes  
and some early absentees counted, the Seattle 
Housing Levy has passed with 57% of the vote.  The 
final tally with the remainder of the absentee ballots 
will be released late in the day September 20.   
 
This is a gratifying ending to the campaign.  Seattle 
voters have once again shown the value they place on 
an economically diverse city. The $86 million 
housing levy is expected to produce 1,718 units of 

rental housing and help 326 households buy homes 
over the next seven years.  
 
HDC would like to thank all our members for 
their contributions in support of the Yes for Homes 
campaign! So many HDC members participated in 
the housing levy campaign, it is hard to summarize.  
Here are a few special examples.   For outreach to 
their community, HomeSight had a "Yes for Homes" 
float in the Rainier Valley Days parade and did a levy 
mailing to the entire 37th legislative district.  PHG, 
AHW, LIHI, CHHIP, HRG, HomeSight and others 
sponsored many of the phone banks necessary in the 
past few weeks to “get out the vote.”  Paul Lambros 
(PHG) and his son Jaden baked chocolate chip 
cookies and brought these to those on the front lines 
making calls late into the night.  For HDC’s 
Affordable Housing Night at the Mariners on 
September 16, Saint Andrews Housing Group made 
adorable bug hats, with a house on one antenna, and 
a "yes" on the other.  Our sign, "HIT A HOME RUN 
4 HOUSING," flashed on the stadium’s reader 
board.  The Mariners won, too!  HDC’s PR 
Coordinator Joyce Halldorson really put her heart in 
it and did a great job placing many stories on the 
success of nonprofit housing, and also lined up 
various radio programs for us and coordinated and 
helped prepare many of the op eds that appeared in 
the daily and weekly neighborhood papers.  Our 
associate members stepped up to the plate, too, with 
vitally important funding for the campaign.   
 

Billion $ California Ballot Measure  

By Bill Rumpf, Deputy Director, Seattle Office of Housing 
 
Seattle has passed its fourth voter-approved measure 
for low-income housing.  This commitment is unique 
for both the magnitude and duration of this support 
by voters to provide help to those with unmet 
housing needs, but there are examples in California 
that do provide some perspective.   



 

 

 
State of California:  The statewide ballot in 
November will include a $2.1 billion (yes, with a “B”) 
measure, known as Proposition 46-- the Housing 
and Emergency Shelter Trust Fund Act of 2002.  
53% would go to low-income rental production and 
rehabilitation programs.  19% would go for 
homeownership assistance programs.  9.5% would 
go to farmworker housing.  18% would go for 
miscellaneous programs, including emergency 
shelter funds, code enforcement and an insurance 
fund.  The state has previously approved low-income 
housing bond measures in 1988 and 1990 totaling 
$600 million.  The income limits for the 
homeownership assistance include “moderate 
income” households, earning up to 120% of the area 
median income, so in high-income urban areas, 
eligible households would have incomes of $90,000 
or more. 
 
City of San Francisco:  The November 2002 ballot 
includes a $250 million bond measure for low-
income housing.  The measure would support the 
production of 4,000 homes.  74% of the funds would 
be used for low-income rental housing production 
and rehabilitation.  26% would be used to provide 
downpayment assistance or other subsidy to help 
low- and moderate-income households become 
homeowners. This measure would continue 
programs funded by the city’s first voter-approved 
bond measure in the amount of $100 million, which 
was adopted in November 1996. At the same time 
San Francisco is also voting on a proposition called 
Care Not Cash, which would cut homeless general-
assistance payments by roughly one-fifth.  
 
City of Los Angeles: The Mayor and City Council 
approved a $100 million City Housing Trust Fund 
this summer.  This is not a voter-approved measure; 
it will be capitalized during the next 3-4 years by 
general fund deposits.  The Mayor appointed a task 
force this summer to establish expenditure 
guidelines for the fund.   

 

New HDC Brochures 

HDC’s 2002 –2003 brochure, “Working 
Together”, is here! The brochure features 
information on each of our non-profit members. It 
also highlights HDC’s accomplishments over the 
past year.  We have set aside 50 copies for each 
member to give to board members and persons 
requesting information about affordable housing.   If 
you didn’t collect your organization’s copies at the 
September HDC meeting contact Sarah about 
arranging to pick up your copies. 
 

HDC Office Move!! 

At the beginning of November, HDC and our 
officemates, the Washington Low Income Housing 
Network, will be moving. We are relocating to the 
Colman Building at First and Columbia. The move 
will offer us more office space and better proximity 
to the City and County offices.  We will be sending 
out change of address cards soon. While we are 
trying to make the move as smooth as possible there 
will be some disruption as we are settling in to our 
new offices in early November.  

Parker Leaves Office Of Housing 

Cynthia Parker has announced she will be leaving 
her position as Executive Director of the Seattle 
Office of Housing.  She will begin a new job as vice-
president of Seattle-Northwest Securities 
Corporation, a private investment banking firm.  As 
the first director of the Office of Housing, newly 
formed in 1999, Cynthia gained the participation of 
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to leverage 
the City’s funding with private grants, and the 
resulting Sound Families Program became a model 
of regional cooperation.  She also created a bridge 
loan program to cover the short-term needs of 
nonprofit development and developed other means 
to use the City’s money more effectively.  Most 
recently, she was instrumental in the success of the 
Housing Levy renewal.  Cynthia was a true champion 
for nonprofit housing development.  There is no 
word yet on who will serve as interim director.   
 

 Heads Up on Seattle Budget 

Mayor Nickels will present his 2003 budget to the 
City Council Monday, September 23.  He is expected 
to propose cuts for the Office of Housing. 
 

Effect of Taxes on the Working Poor 

From: “Low Paid Workers Bear A Hidden Burden,” by Daniel 
Akst, New York Times, September 1, 2002 
 
The marginal tax rate (what you pay on each 
additional dollar earned) is 51% for a worker making 
less than $8/hour, almost the same rate that applies 
to someone making $200/hour.   This is the finding 
of a new study by three economists, Jagadeesh 
Gokhale, Laurence Kotlikoff, and Alexi Sluchynsky. 
Overall the economists found that the tax and 
benefit system is progressive when comparing the 
bottom to the top, since minimum wage workers 
receive more benefits than they pay in tax dollars, 
while households with million-dollar salaries pay 54 
percent in taxes (taking into account benefits 
received).  Unfortunately for those in between, the 
marginal rates jump quickly once you start earning 
$7 or $8 and remain essentially the same all the way 
up the earning scale.  The marginal rates affecting 
the poor are high in part because benefits like 
Medicaid are lost as incomes rise; the economists 



 

 

treat these benefits as a tax in reverse.  While the 
very poor may receive more benefits, those making 
just above the minimum wage but still well below the 
median income or housing wage (see Out of Reach 
story below) are paying a large portion of their 
income to taxes.   www.esplanner.com 

 
 
 
 

Out of Reach 

 On September 19, the National Low Income 
Housing Coalition released the Out of Reach report, 
which analyzes the relationship between rental 
housing costs and the minimum wage.  For the 
fourth year in a row, there is no jurisdiction in the 
United States in which a job at the prevailing 
minimum age provides enough income to allow a 
household to afford a two-bedroom home at the 
regions’ Fair Market Rent (FMR).  The housing wage 
in King County is $17.29, more than twice the 
minimum wage.  A minimum wage worker must 
work 100 hours per week to afford a two-bedroom 
unit. Even a two-income family with minimum wage 
jobs would need to work more than a 40-hour week. 
The 2002 housing wage is an increase of 6.39% from 
2001.  More data for all of Washington’s counties 
and Metropolitan Statistical Areas are available at 
www.nlihc.org.   
 

Who Will Rule the Legislature?? 

 Whoever has control of the State Legislature this 
year will face a $2 billion deficit in a state with the 
highest unemployment rate in the nation.  With all 
98 seats in the House and 24 of 49 seats in the 
Senate up for grabs, the balance of power could 
easily switch. Last session the Democrats had 
control by only the slightest of margins, 50-48 in the 
House, 25-24 in the Senate.  “It’s going to be a battle 
royal for these legislative bodies. There is no 
discounting that. Both bodies are up for grabs,” 
commented Democratic Party Chairman Paul 
Berendt (Seattle Times, 9/18/02).  The majority 
party sets the agenda and decided what does or does 
not make it to the House floor, or even to a hearing. 
Although the affordable housing movement has 
some good friends in the Republican Party, 
traditionally it has been easier to move legislation 
through a Democratic controlled legislature. 
 
In the Senate the race for the majority comes down 
to a handful of seats in key areas that are being 
targeted by both parties. Three are held by 
Republicans, two by Democrats and one is an open 
seat vacated by a moderate Republican.   
 
 

Federal Legislative Update 

Source: National Low Income Housing Coalition Memo 
to Members—9/6/02, 9/13/02. 
 
Appropriations - The appropriations process has 
stalled in the House as Republican moderates and 
conservatives wrangle over issues like the Labor-
HHS-Education bill.  The subcommittee may 
consider the VA-HUD-IA spending bill this week, 
with a possible goal of moving the bill through the 
bill committee before the October Congressional 
recess. 
 
HR 3995/National Housing Trust Fund – A 
date for the consideration of this bill was less certain 
than it was a week ago. There is a feeling that the 
House leadership is reluctant to schedule votes 
whose outcome may not be to their liking so close to 
the elections.  When the bill does come to the floor 
there are likely to be new provisions in a manager’s 
amendment (which will incorporates changes from 
earlier discussions of the bill).  House staff member 
have indicated that the bill will be subject to a 
modified rule, meaning that limited and 
predetermined amendments can be offered. Those 
amendments will likely include the National 
Housing Trust Fund offered by Rep. Bernie Sanders 
(I-VT) and a proposal to reestablish the Public 
Housing Drug Elimination Program by Rep. Barbara 
Lee (D-CA).  
 

Workshops, Seminars  & Conferences 

The Future Tax Structure of Washington 
State, September 24, 11:30am-1:30pm, 
SeaTac, WA. A special public forum to discuss how 
to best provide financing for Washington's future. 
Sponsored by the South King County Council of 
Human Services. Cost: $15. For more information or 
to register contact Alice Warren at 
awarren@uwkc.org. 
Seattle-King County Advisory Committee on 
Homelessness, September 26, Noon-2:0pm, 
Mercer View Community Center, Mercer 
Island, WA.  Will include updates on the 2002 
McKinney Process, review of the Homeless 
Continuum of Care goals, prepare for the One Night 
Count, and provide feedback on the Seattle and King 
County budgets.   
Mold In Buildings: Prevention, Assessment, 
and Resolution, October 8-9, Portland, OR. 
Sponsored by the American Lung Association of 
Oregon. Cost: $70. For more information, please call 
503/924-4120. 
Spectrum C3P Certification Program, 
October 8-9, Seattle, WA. A comprehensive two 
day training and certification program on the Low 
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Income Housing Tax Credit. Cost: $425 per person. 
To register visit www.spectrumseminars.com.  
Raising Housing on the Nation's Agenda, 
October 9, Washington, DC. Fannie Mae 
Foundation's 2002 Annual Housing Conference will 
discuss and debate the current state of housing in 
the United States, its position on the national 
agenda, and strategies for raising the stature of 
housing issues among policy makers at all levels.  
For more information visit 
www.fanniemaefoundation.org.  
Spectrum S.T.A.R. Certification Program 
(Rural Development 515), October 10-11, 
Seattle, WA. A comprehensive two-day training 
and certification on the Rural Development 515 
Program. Cost: $375 per person. To register visit 
www.spectrumseminars.com.  
The Balancing Act: What's at stake for 
children and families in the 2003 state 
legislative session, October 29, Yakima, WA. 
The Children's Alliance presents this one-day 
conference which will bring together child advocates 
to learn about and focus attention on what is at stake 
for children in the 2003 state legislative session, 
strength the networks and connections between 
advocates for children, and equip ourselves with 
information and strategies for the upcoming year. 
For more information please contact Than Nguyen 
at 206/ 324-0340 ext 23 or 
than@childernsalliance.org 

 

Today's Challenge: Tomorrow's Success 
Creating a better future through housing and 
community development, October 27-30, 
2002 Washington State Convention Center, 
Seattle, WA. The 2002 NAHRO National 
Conference and Exhibition provides a unique 
educational opportunity for housing and community 
development policy makers and practitioners to 
network with some of the best and brightest experts 
in our industry and to learn how public, private, and 
nonprofit groups, working together, can create 
effective affordable housing. For more information 
visit www.nahro.org/conferences/natreginfo.html. 

Housing Washington 2002, October 30-
November 1, Hilton Seattle Airport Hotel and 
Conference Center. A three-day affordable 
housing conference. Save the Date! For more 
information visit www.wshfc.org/conf.  
Housing Development Finance Professional 
Certification Program, December 9-13, 
Seattle. Presented by the National Development 
Council, these programs focuses on developing and 
financing affordable housing. This is the first of 
three courses and will focus on Multi-Family 
Housing. Cost: $925. For more information visits 
www.ndc-online.org. 

 

***EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES*** 

See www.HDC-KingCounty.org  

for up-to-date job announcements! 

Executive Director, Housing Consortium of 
Everett and Snohomish County. This new 
organization will work within Snohomish County to 
foster solutions to the affordable housing need of 
this community, foster dialogue on housing policies, 
facilitate public and professional education, provide 
support to housing agencies, and advocate for 
resources toward affordable housing for low-income 
populations. This position is half-time and will 
provide coordination of meetings, events and 
activities sponsored by the Consortium.  Salary DOE.  
To apply send resumes to HCESC, 5830 Evergreen 
WA, Everett, WA 98203. OPEN UNTIL FILLED. 

Executive Director, Medina Foundation 
The Medina Foundation is an $80 million asset 
private foundation focused on aiding the human 
condition in the Puget Sound region by providing 
grants to qualifying organizations. The ED works 
under the guidance of a 15-person family Board of 
Trustees. This position will provide overall 
leadership, vision and management for the Medina 
Foundation. Qualifications include several years of 
executive leadership experience, pervious grant 
making foundation management experience, an 
ability to represent the Foundation in the 
community at large and a personal interest in and 
commitment to community, educational and 
philanthropic interests. Salary commensurate with 
experience. To apply send resume, references and 
cover letter including salary expectations to : Medina 
Foundation Search Committee, c/o Elizabeth 
Williams, 801 Second Avenue, Suite 1300, Seattle, 
WA 98104.  
Executive Director, Twin Cities CDC of 
Fitchburg and Leominster, MA. The ideal 
candidate for this position will have a commitment 
to community based planning and development, 
with leadership skills in the fields of affordable 
housing, economic development, and community 
organizing. A proven track record with fundraising, 
strategic planning and non-profit management is 
essential to this position. The Executive Director will 
oversee a staff of 12 and a $700K annual operating 
budget. A competitive salary and benefits package is 
offered for this opportunity.   For immediate 
consideration, submit letter and resume to 
hugh.kentley@verizon.net. For information about 
Twin Cities CDC, please visit www.twincitiescdc.com 
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DEADLINE FOR NEWS ITEMS 
IS THE 12th OF EVERY MONTH. 
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