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The Housing Development Consortium Seattle-King County (HDC) is a nonprofit 
membership organization of more than 120 private businesses, nonprofit organizations, 
and public partners dedicated to the vision that all people live with dignity in safe, healthy, 
affordable homes in communities of opportunity. HDC supports the following policies to 
address East King County’s affordable housing challenges: 
 
Fund the ARCH Housing Trust Fund 
Everyone should have the opportunity to live in a safe, healthy, affordable home. A 
Regional Coalition for Housing (ARCH) is a partnership of east King County cities, joining 
together to preserve and increase the supply of housing for low- and moderate- income 
households in the region. ARCH funding is a critical source of capital funding for affordable 
housing. To date, ARCH contributions have created 2,500 affordable homes across east 
King County. ARCH funding boosts local economies and creates jobs; every $1000 of 
ARCH funding leverages $9000 in external public and private resources. 
 
Increase funding for the ARCH Housing Trust Fund, and support a new, dedicated funding 
mechanism, in order to meet the growing need for affordable homes across the eastside. 
 
Implement Effective Incentive Zoning Policies 
It’s better for society, the environment and families, if people can afford to live close to 
where they work. Incentive zoning leverages the power of the private market to ensure 
that a portion of new development is affordable to limited-income families. By expanding 
the supply of affordable housing and dispersing affordable homes throughout a city or 
county, incentive zoning broadens opportunity and fosters mixed-income communities. 
King County cities without existing incentive zoning policies should consider adopting 
them. Cities with such policies should regularly examine their effectiveness and look to 
expand their application and improve performance. 
 
Institute strong development incentives across East King County cities. 
 
Adopt Strong Affordable Housing Strategy Plans 
All people deserve the opportunity to thrive in an affordable home within a safe 
neighborhood with access to good jobs, great schools, and quality transit options. In 
recently adopted comprehensive plan Housing Elements, many eastside cities committed 
to adopting affordable housing strategy plans. HDC urges cities to adopt bold plans that 
address the whole spectrum of housing needs for low and moderate-income individuals. 
 
Commit to specific implementation strategies that promote affordable housing choices with 
strong access to quality transit, education, and employment opportunities. 
 
Remove Barriers to Housing Access for Low-income Tenants 
Affordability is not the only barrier that many low-income tenants face when trying to find 
and keep a safe, healthy place to call home. In order to make homelessness rare, brief, 
and one-time, cities should explore strategies that remove other barriers to accessing 
affordable homes. These specific strategies reduce barriers: 1) Ban source of income 
discrimination, 2) Reduce discrimination against people with criminal records,  
3) Implement a Tenant Relocation & Assistance Ordinance. 
 
Support new strategies that lower barriers to stable housing for low-income renters 
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