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            King County 
Affordable Housing Priorities  

 
The Housing Development Consortium Seattle-King County (HDC) is a nonprofit 
membership organization of more than 120 nonprofit organizations, private businesses, 
and public partners dedicated to the vision that all people should live with dignity in safe, 
healthy, affordable homes within communities of opportunity. HDC urges King County to 
implement the following recommendations to address affordable housing challenges: 
 
Use New & Existing Authority to Fund Affordable Housing & Homeless Services 
Local funding is critical for making homelessness rare, brief, and one-time as well as 
ensuring all people have access to safe, healthy, affordable homes near their work, 
school, transit and other services. King County can utilize the following funding tools to 
promote these outcomes: 
• Renew the Mental Illness & Drug Dependency (MIDD) Sales Tax: HDC strongly 

believes King County should renew the MIDD sales tax and include existing and 
expanded funding for Permanent Supportive Housing expenses for capital, operating 
and services, and outreach. Permanent Supportive Housing is a nationwide best 
practice for serving high-needs people who are chronically homeless, and it is a key 
strategy for the county in accomplishing its goal of making homelessness rare, brief, 
and one-time. 

• Approve Bonding against Lodging Taxes to Fund Affordable Workforce 
Housing: King County’s many moderate- and low-wage workers should be able to 
live affordably close to transit and near their jobs, rather than enduring long, 
expensive and polluting commutes that place them far from family and community for 
too much of the working day. King County should take advantage of legislation 
passed by the State Legislature in 2015 and bond against lodging taxes to fund the 
development of affordable workforce housing near transit. This would not only 
develop affordable housing more quickly but would also save tens of millions of 
dollars in construction costs. 

• Pass An Affordable Housing, Mental Health and Homelessness Sales Tax: In 
recognition of the need for more local resources to create affordable housing, the 
2015 State Legislature passed legislation giving counties an option to enact a new 
1/10th of 1% sales tax for the purpose of building affordable housing, building facilities 
to deliver mental health services, and funding operations and maintenance for these 
projects. King County should utilize this option to create a new funding stream for 
affordable housing and mental health. The County should work to leverage and 
integrate that funding to maximize other public and private investment tools, such as 
the Low income Housing Tax Credit, the Washington State Housing Trust Fund, 
MIDD, and the Vets and Human Services Levy. 

 
Adopt a Strong Comprehensive Plan Update 
In setting a framework and model for local jurisdictions across the County, King County’s 
Comprehensive Plan plays a tremendous role in determining whether residents of all 
incomes can find affordable homes near work, school, transit, and other important 
services. Therefore, it is vital that the Plan includes strong, specific policy statements 
outlining the County’s commitment to creating, preserving, and monitoring affordable 
housing opportunities. 
• Address the Needs of the Lowest Income Households: In 2012, the new 

Countywide Planning Policies made a commitment to working individually and 
collectively to address the needs of households earning less than 30% of the Area  
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Median Income (AMI). This is particularly important for serving individuals and families 
experiencing homelessness. The County should ensure that there is a policy in the 
Comprehensive Plan underscoring the needs of this population and committing to 
increasing capital and operating funds for affordable housing serving households who 
earn less than 30% of AMI. 

• Ensure Strong Accountability, Monitoring, and Data Analysis Provisions: King 
County’s monitoring and data capacity are critical to holding jurisdictions accountable to 
the recently updated housing guidelines of the Countywide Planning Policies. The 
county should create a thorough Housing Technical Appendix that gives cities the data 
they need to assess their progress toward meeting their goal of addressing the 
countywide need for affordable housing at 0-30%AMI, 30-60% AMI, and 60-80% AMI. 
 

Improve Health and Well-Being by Supporting Healthy Housing Policies 
Housing is an important social determinant of health. Policies and programs that improve 
housing quality have been shown to significantly improve health and well-being and to 
reduce health care spending. King County can play an important role in supporting healthy 
housing outcomes in the following ways: 
• Support a Community Health Worker Program and Information & Referral 

Program for Housing Quality Concerns in South King County: Work with the 
Accountable Community of Health to ensure that a Community Health Worker 
Program and a Regional Referral Network for healthy housing are available across 
South King County jurisdictions and unincorporated communities, and connect low-
income and immigrant and refugee communities to the information and resources 
necessary to make positive health changes in their housing. 

• Support the Board of Health’s Healthy Housing Guidelines & 
Recommendations: King County should encourage the Board of Health to finalize 
their work to adopt Housing Guidelines & Recommendations and then implement 
those recommendations. 

 
Address Tenant Barriers to Stable Housing 
Affordability is not the only barrier that low-income tenants face when trying to identify and 
maintain a safe, healthy place to call home. The County should explore two specific 
strategies to reduce these barriers:  
• Ban source of income discrimination across all King County jurisdictions: King 

County already bans discrimination against Section 8 recipients in unincorporated 
parts of the County. King County should explore whether they have the authority and 
enforcement capacity to ban discrimination against this and other sources of income 
across all King County jurisdictions. This would create market consistency and open 
housing opportunities for low-income renters. 

• Remove barriers to housing for people with criminal records: King County should 
explore opportunities to promote more stable housing outcomes for people with 
criminal records. These residents are often discriminated against in the housing 
market and many become homeless as a result.   

 
Implement Development Incentives for Affordable Housing 
It’s better for society, the environment and families, if people can afford to live close to 
where they work. King County already has an incentive zoning law in place and prioritizes 
the use of surplus property for affordable housing. King County should utilize these and 
other development incentives to ensure that developments that benefit from surplus 
property or increase zoning capacity are required to make a proportional contribution 
toward affordable housing outcomes. 
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