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Job Offerings, Workshops and 

Seminars 

Board Meetings

March 7, 2007 •
9:00 a.m - 11:00 a.m. 

1000 Second Ave, 28th Floor, 

Training Room 

Monthly Meetings

March 16, 2007 •
12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

1000 Second Ave, 28th Floor, Board 

Room 

For more information, contact Valerie 

Edmunds at 206.682.9541 or 

valerie@housingconsortium.org 

In The News

The year of the condo in downtown 

Seattle 

•

Federal budget cuts hit home •

Housing and Homelessness Advocates Take 
to Olympia 
On February 1st a sea of more 

than 300 housing and 

homelessness advocates 

flooded the capitol steps in 

Olympia, draped in blue 

ponchos that read, “This is not 

a home.” The 2007 Housing & 

Homelessness Advocacy Day 

successfully brought together 

affordable housing and 

homeless issues, joining our 

asks into one combined 

legislative agenda and allowing advocates to speak with one voice about 

ending homelessness and providing affordable housing. As Amy Clark, 

Communications Specialist with the Washington Low Income Housing 

Alliance (WLIHA), explained, “This year’s advocacy day saw the broadest 

coalition of groups come together in Olympia, from nonprofits to tenants’ 
rights to labor organizations. The fantastic turnout makes it clear there is 

an understanding in Washington State that ensuring that everyone has a 

decent, affordable place to live is the first step in addressing other issues 

in our state from education to transportation to health care.” 
 
Advocates were welcomed at the United Churches of Olympia by WLIHA 

Executive Director Ben Gitenstein, the Coalition for the Homeless 

Executive Director Corine Knudsen, and chair of the House Housing 

Committee, Representative Mark Miloscia. Rep. Miloscia spoke 

passionately about the need for housing in Washington State and 

charged every advocate with championing the cause, not just on an 

organized advocacy day, but everyday. With the fire lit below their feet, 

advocates broke to either learn how to meet with a legislator in a “first 

time advocate” training led by Nancy Amidei or to learn from Nick Federici 

and Seth Dawson the most update-to-date status of bills.

 
The top priorities of the day included increasing funding in the Housing 

Trust Fund and increasing funding for the state’s Transitional Housing 

Operating and Rent Assistance (THOR) for homeless and at-risk. The 

WLIHA calculated that increasing the Housing Trust Fund to $363 million 

would allow the affordable housing developers to increase production of 

affordable housing around the state. After the Governor proposed $140 

million for the Housing Trust Fund in her budget, advocates asked the 

legislature to move even higher toward the goal. Reactions from 

legislators pointed toward a willingness for as much as $200 million for 

the Housing Trust Fund. This unprecedented funding level would double 

the housing trust fund in less than four years and allow the pipeline of 

unfunded projects to be cleared. (However, as the legislative session has 

progressed, the increased funding for the Housing Trust Fund may be on 

shaky ground.)

 
The day’s second focus was increasing THOR to $15 million. The 

additional funds will extend THOR and increase the number of families 

served and make funds accessible to single adults and youth, allowing it 

to be used to prevent homelessness. Advocates did an excellent job 

informing new legislators about this proven program.

 
To help advocates carry their 

message, Committee to End 

Homelessness Governing Board 

member Dean Robert Taylor, 

Thurston County Deputy Sheriff 

Neil McClanahan, and former 

Governor Mike Lowry donned 

ponchos and spoke to the crowd 

during a rally on the capitol steps. 

Sheriff McClanahan spoke about 

the homelessness problem in 

Thurston County, where during any 

one day more than 700 homeless 

children sit in Thurston County 

classrooms. As Sheriff 

McClanahan movingly described, 

“The face of homelessness isn’t a 

cardboard box, it’s a third grader.” 
Former Governor Mike Lowry called on the crowd to raise their voices 

because the Governor’s office was right above the capitol steps. He 

spoke of the capacity that we all know exists to address the housing 

crisis, but that we must unearth the political will to take action.
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King County Housing: Hot-market 

fallout 

• Housing & Homelessness Advocacy Day was a great means of 

increasing that political will to solve the housing and homelessness 

crises. Advocates spoke to their elected officials in Olympia loudly and 

clearly about the needs in their communities. Advocates explained that 

the legislature has the means to address these needs; they just have to 

take the responsibility to make housing and homelessness a priority in 

this biennium. Advocates are now responsible for continuing to carry that 

message, to continue to monitor where bills stand in Olympia and 

continue to remind their legislators of the importance these issues. 

Persistence will lead to success for housing and homelessness 

programs come the April ending of the session. 

Federal Update

The President proposes more cuts in 2008

On February 5, President Bush presented his fiscal year 2008 budget 

proposal to Congress with yet another round of suggested cuts for 

Federal Housing Programs. According to the National Low Income 

Housing Coalition, the President’s proposal would cut the HUD budget by 

8 percent. These cuts include:

A $300-400 million shortfall in funding for renewing existing tenant 

based vouchers. The inadequate funds could lead to 40,000-

80,000 vouchers being cut nationally. 

•

A 15 percent cut in the Public Housing Capital Fund, ignoring the 

more than $20 billion worth of backlogged modernization needs in 

public housing, the President proposed 

•

Eliminating funding for HOPE VI   Eliminating funding for the 

Rural House and Economic Development Program 

•

Eliminating the rural rental assistance program within USDA’s 

Rural Housing Service 

•

A 22 percent cut of the Housing for the Elderly (Section 202) 

program 

•

$1 billion in cuts to the Community Development Block Grant 

Program

•

A light at the end of the tunnel

While the President’s budget is bleak, housing advocates now face a 

democratically controlled Congress that has already illustrated its 

support for federal housing programs. In mid February, Congress 

passed a Joint Funding Resolution to fund the government through the 

rest of fiscal year 2007. While strict limits were put on the ability to change 

any funding levels in ordering to quickly clean up the mess left behind by 

the previous Congress, the funding resolution did include significant 

increases for housing programs. Washington State senior Senator Patty 

Murray was instrumental in adding over $400 million for Section 8 

voucher renewals to fully fund expiring contracts as well as an additional 

$300 million for the Public Housing Operating Fund to account for 

unexpectedly high utility costs.

 
With a champion like Senator Murray at the helm of the Senate 

Appropriations committee responsible for funding HUD and similarly 

strong champions in her House counterparts Representatives Maxine 

Waters and Barney Frank, housing advocates will have a much easier 

time making the case for adequate funding for housing programs. 

News from Olympia

An update on housing issues before the State Legislature

Following the huge turnout and success of the Housing and 

Homelessness Advocacy Day (HHAD), housing and homelessness 

advocates were able to notch a small, yet significant victory in mid-

February. House Bill (HB) 1921 has unanimously passed committee and 

is on its way to the floor of the House. Passing this legislature was one of 

two major agenda items of the HHAD Combined Agenda. HB 1921 will 

increase State appropriations for the Transitional Housing Operating and 

Rent (THOR) program from $5 million to $15 million for the 2007 -2009 

biennium. Through this program, homeless families and children are 

able to rely on the State’s Department of Community, Trade and 

Economic Development (CTED) to assist in the costs of rental housing 

and support services.

 
Another major component of the HHAD Combined Agenda is to increase 

the Housing Trust Fund from its current cap of $121 million. For years, 

housing developers and affordable housing advocates have argued that 

the State’s affordable housing needs far outweigh the funding allotment 

in the trust fund. The goal of the Washington Low Income Housing 

Alliance (WLIHA) is to increase the Housing Trust Fund to $180 million - 

$200 million for the next biennium. An increase in the Housing Trust Fund 

is instrumental in helping HDC members reach their goal of 155,000 

units of affordable housing by 2015. 

Framing Our Housing Messaging 
A couple of years ago, HDC helped found the Pacific Coast Affordable 

Housing Network - a coalition of housing coalitions like HDC in 

Washington, Oregon and California. About 20 groups belong and meet 

several times a year in Oakland to learn from each other successful ways 

to deal with issues arising from the association/membership nature of 
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their efforts. The January meeting focused on the exciting results 

Portland’s Community Development Network (CDN) has achieved from 

using a completely new way of communicating their messages. In 2003 

Oregon housing nonprofits had worked to gain new funding sources, but 

instead lost those battles and ended up with even less funding after the 

legislature removed $6 million from the Housing Trust Fund! By contrast, 

in 2005 they gained an Oregon Affordable Housing tax credit and in 2006 

got the Portland city council to dedicate 30% of their urban renewal funds 

to affordable housing.

 
The key to their success was grasping what “framing” the message really 

means. We’ve all heard that we should personalize our messages and 

pluck the heart strings of our audience. So instead of saying, “There are 

155,000 households in need of affordable housing,” we say, “Sally here 

was once homeless and these programs helped her.” While we can 

understand the first message is abstract and can overwhelm an 

audience since it sounds too big for anybody to do something about, 

many of us still haven’t tuned into the fact that it is now standard practice 

to drag a Sally around to be an example, yet the audience isn’t like a Sally 

and personally doesn’t relate to her, and even if they were somewhat 

sympathetic, they’ve become jaded by too many Sally stories.

 
CDN engaged Lawrence Wallack, founding director of the Berkeley Media 

Studies Group to help them, using Lakoff principles of communication. 

CDN conducted focus groups and a poll to probe public awareness and 

attitudes about affordable housing. Then they signed up key housing 

leaders to participate in advanced training. They learned that framing is 

how people derive meaning from the world around them - the frames 

in their heads they use for filling in the blanks with new information so 

it makes sense. So saying, “Affordable housing is affordable to people 

earning less than 80% of median so that they are not spending more that 

30% of their income on rent and utilities,” is received as jumble. Saying 

“Housing should be affordable enough to be able to pay rent and still put 

food on the table,” is easily comprehended and also taps into basic 

human values. CDN developed a handful of such phrases, and then 

learned a few “safety phrases” like, “Remember, we’re talking about 

giving children the opportunity to succeed in school” to use when 

conversations were getting a little tough. CDN says this new framing 

made an astounding difference in receptivity to their messages, and they 

frequently hear local officials repeating these messages in other 

contexts.

 
An excellent case study of the Portland, Oregon experience can be 

downloaded as “Issue 16” from www.mediaevaluationproject.org. The 

Pacific Coast Affordable Housing Network is now exploring how we can 

clone this effort up and down the coast. 

Future of the Field

A regional approach to solving the housing crisis

The Puget Sound Regional Council created the Prosperity Partnership to 

achieve the goal of creating 100,000 new jobs in the Puget Sound region 

by 2010. As a result of hard work by housing advocates, the Prosperity 

Partnership also set the goal of creating adequate housing affordable to 

workers at all wage levels. Recognizing the need to build broader 

coalitions for housing as laid out in the Future of the Field, the Housing 

Development Consortium has been working with a committee of housing 

stakeholders from around the region to move the Prosperity Partnership’s 

housing goal forward.

 
Housing stakeholders from Kitsap, Pierce, Snohomish, and King 

Counties met in early 2006 to discuss how to proceed on achieving this 

housing goal. The group concluded that we will need the support of more 

nontraditional partners, namely the private business community, in order 

to exponentially grow the amount of affordable housing available in our 

region. To that end, the committee commissioned a series of 

professionally run focus groups to analyze the private business 

community’s current perception of housing issues and the likelihood of 

gaining their support for housing issues. On February 13, 2007, housing 

stakeholders reconvened to hear the results of this critical research and 

to identify the next steps necessary to realize the Prosperity Partnership 

housing goal.

 
The results of the focus groups revealed that housing must “get in line” 
behind transportation and education before the private business 

community will focus attention on the affordable housing crisis. 

Participants in the focus groups revealed that the housing affordability 

crisis is not appearing on the radar screens of most private business as 

having a direct impact on their ability to attract and retain workers, move 

goods, or negatively affect their bottom lines.

 
Despite a less than ideal landscape, the housing stakeholders 

throughout the region remain energized and eager to capitalize on the 

opportunity for a four-county effort to address housing needs. Over the 

next 6 months, the Puget Sound Regional Council will act as the 

convener of a working group tasked with fleshing out possible action 

items for the coming year. Housing stakeholders from each of the four 

counties will sit around a table with private developers, business leaders, 

and government officials to identify possible collective efforts. Stay tuned 

to HOUSINGnews for continued updates on the status of this effort! 
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New Handbook: Homes for Working Families 
Former HUD Secretary Henry Cisneros was in Seattle February 15 as the 

first speaker in a series on workforce housing. He touted a new 

handbook jointly released by the Center for Housing Policy - the research 

affiliate of the National Housing Conference - and the separate nonprofit, 

Homes for Working Families. A pdf of the handbook can be found at 

www.homesforworkingfamilies.org. 

New Intern at HDC

Meet Anh Huynh: “I am very excited to join HDC!”

“I am a Vietnamese-American and I’ve lived in White Center since my 

family migrated to the United States. I am currently a senior at the 

University of Washington’s Jackson School of International Studies where 

I specialize in Asian Studies. Over the last three years, I have traveled 

extensively throughout Southeast Asia, including Singapore and Taiwan 

where I lived and studied while participating in a student exchange 

program.

 
“Through my travels abroad and my exchange program, I have learned 

how to interact with people from diverse cultures and disciplines, as well 

as build strong partnerships with people from opposing views.

 
“I look forward to working with HDC because I support affordable housing 

and I hope to work in the non-profit sector after graduating. 

 
“In my new role at HDC, I update and manage the 2007 Project Database. 

If you would like to say ‘hi’ feel-free to contact me at 

anh.n.huynh@gmail.com.”
 

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. Deadline for 

newsletter posting is 25th of the month. All prior postings are erased unless the 

posting organization renews its posting. 

Acquisition Analyst, National Equity Fund •

Housing Development Director, Housing Development Center •

Project Manager, Housing Development Center •

Resident Manager, Low Income Housing Institute •

Executive Assistant, Housing Resources Group •

Senior Asset Manager, Location: Midwest •

Controller, Archdiocesan Housing Authority •

Asset Management/Community Development Specialist, Seattle 

Office of Housing 

•

Housing Coordinator, SCIDPDA •

Director of Finance, AIDS Housing of Washington •

Director of Finance, Low Income Housing Institute •

Resident Manager, Low Income Housing Institute  •

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

March 5-6 , SEATTLE, WA  

Negotiating Community Partnerships 

•

March 6, SEATTLE, WA  

Family Resident Services 

•

March 6-8, SPOKANE, WA & March 12-14, SEATTLE, WA 

AHMA Training: 3 Day HUD Basic Occupancy Certification 

Course 

•

March 13, EVERETT, WA 

Built Green Conference & Expo 

•

March 15-16, BOISE, ID  

2nd Annual Conference of the Idaho Affordable Housing 

Management Association 

•

March 29-30, WASHINGTON, DC  

Community Affairs Research Conference: Financing 

Community Development  

•
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