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Executive Director Monthly Update

While we all hoped to ease into 2010, that 
wasn’t quite the way it happened!! Between 
changes in local government, the rapid 
Legislative Session and the One Night Count 
January was pretty much a blur. Let’s see if I 
can slow down long enough to riff on a few of 
the major happenings. 
 
The first indication that things weren’t going to 
be easy in the New Year was the unexpected resignation of 
Seattle Office of Housing Director Adrienne Quinn. Adrienne 
played a key role in the recent Seattle Housing Levy renewal 
both in her official role and as a concerned citizen. Just as 
importantly she was a consistent advocate for affordable 
housing in all of its many forms and a true friend to many of 
us in the sector. Adrienne’s new position at Enterprise as VP 
of Public Policy means she’ll still be working for us and with 
us to ensure we have adequate resources to continue our 
work; but she’ll still be greatly missed here. 
 
Adrienne’s departure paralleled the first days of a new city 
administration in Seattle. Only days into the beginning of the 
McGinn era, HDC’s Anna Markee and I were in the Mayor’s 
suite admiring the view with him and urging His Honor to 
make affordable housing a key focus of his time in office. 
Since then various combinations of HDC staff and members 
have met with mayoral staff, Deputy Mayor Smith and several 
city councilmembers encouraging support on our issues in 
Seattle and at the state level – the response has been good 
and we’re hopeful that the results will be too. 
 
Next up was the start of the 2010 Legislative Session in 
Olympia. Even though we spent a good part of the past 
summer and fall working with our allies at WLIHA to prepare 
for the 60-day session, the speed and intensity still came as 
something of a shock. I’ve been down to testify on bills of 
special importance to HDC members three times so far and 
will return several more times before the session ends. I’m 
looking forward to a lot of company from HDC members in 
those Olympian halls and hearing rooms on February 12th 
when we gather for Housing and Homelessness Advocacy 
Day. 
 
The One Night Count on January 29th was a fitting capstone 
to this busy month. HDC’s Karen Williams and I volunteered 
in Renton and spent the early hours of the day confirming that 
homelessness is a problem that extends well beyond the 
urban core of the big city. I was most impressed by 
dedication of the other volunteers on my team, a cross 
section of agency staff and volunteers and concerned 
citizens who understood the importance of the count in 
keeping the issue alive and in moving towards a true end to 
homelessness. 
 
Finally, I want to acknowledge the passing of Jan Gleason, 
the first executive director of HDC member Environmental 
Works. I didn’t know Jan personally but I do know many 
people whose lives she touched through her work and 
through her advocacy; the affordable housing sector’s loss of 
an accomplished leader was also a loss to the entire 
community. 

Seattle Housing Levy Implementation 
Moves Forward
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Board Meetings

February 3, 2010 •

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 
WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training 
Room 1000 Second Avenue, 
Seattle 

March 3, 2010 •

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m.  
WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training 
Room 1000 Second Avenue, 
Seattle 

Monthly Meetings

February 19, 2010 •

12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board 
Room 1000 Second Avenue, 
Seattle 

March 12, 2010 •

12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board 
Room 1000 Second Avenue, 
Seattle 

For more information, contact 

Jessica Nguyen at 206.682.9541 or 

jessica@housingconsortium.org 

In The News

One Night Count finds slightly 
fewer homeless living on 
streets of King Co. 

•

New Northwest HUD director 
named 

•

Obama Was Quiet on Housing •

Tent City 4, ‘a crossroads of 
humanity,’ returns here 

•

City Council members will 
discuss affordable-housing 
dollars tonight 

•

Volunteers brighten lives with 
paint at Union Hotel 

•

 

With stakeholder input, City Council reviews proposal

Now that we have all worked to pass the Housing Levy, we 
are working together with the Office of Housing and City 
Council on the implementation. Broad goals and key 
provisions such as programs and income levels were 
adopted in the ordinance that voters approved. More 
nuanced details and priorities for the first two years of the 
seven-year levy are adopted in the Administration and 
Finance Plan. 
 
The Office of Housing has held several well-attended 
stakeholder meetings. In addition, HDC convened members 
to discuss how the proposed provisions would impact their 
organizations. The draft plan is currently before City 
Council’s Housing, Human Services, Health and Culture 
Committee chaired by Nick Licata. The proposed major 
priorities for the Rental program will be projects that have 
leverage and are either located in close proximity to transit 
or contributes to ending homelessness. There is also 
increased emphasis on cost effectiveness and competitive 
contracting in the proposal. 
 
The City Council committee held their first meeting on the 
issue on January 29th. They will meet again on February 
10th with a possible vote on February 24th. 

North County Forum

HDC and ARCH will be partnering to host an Affordable 
Housing Stakeholder Forum for the 5 North County cities 
(Shoreline, Lake Forest Park, Kenmore, Bothell, and 
Woodinville) early this spring. We welcome HDC members 
and residents of these cities to join us in a dialogue with the 
cities’ elected officials and staff to highlight programs that 
are working and opportunities for preservation of affordable 
housing. Please contact Karen for input on the forum. Forum 
date coming soon! 

HHAD is only 11 days away

You’ve called your representatives for support on important 
bills and testified at public hearings. Now is your chance to 
meet with your legislators in person and tell them why we 
need to restore the State Housing Trust Fund, create a fair 
tenant screening act, and provide homeowners two years 
notice of intent to vacate manufactured housing 
communities, and inform them of other housing issues that 
matter to you or your organization. Legislators listen when 
they hear the same message about a bill or an issue from 
several of their constituents. 
 
We hope you’ll join us at Housing and Homelessness 
Advocacy Day in Olympia on February 12th! 

Seattle Office of Housing Director 
Adrienne Quinn accepts position in 
D.C.

HDC Community says goodbye, search begins

The HDC community was sad to hear that Adrienne Quinn 
has left the Office of Housing. After five years in the position, 
the former HDC board member accepted a position as Vice 
President of Public Policy and Government Relations for 
Enterprise Community Partners in Washington DC. While we 
are sad and miss her greatly already, we know that she will 
serve us well in our nation’s capitol. 
 
According to Enterprise, “In her new role with Enterprise, Ms. 
Quinn will be responsible for leading the public policy and 
government affairs activities of the Enterprise Policy team, 
which develops and advocates for policies that are 
beneficial to community-based revitalization and works with 
Congress, the administration, other national organizations 
and select local governments. Ms. Quinn also will help 
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design and implement legislative strategies and proposals 
related to Enterprise’s policy priority areas.” 
 
HDC staff and board responded quickly to Mayor McGinn’s 
administration with our comments about moving forward. We 
have urged him to select the highest quality candidate who 
will continue strong housing leadership in the city. 

HDC brainpower expands, for a 
semester. 

HDC welcomes Lisa Utter and Alice Tsoi, two Evans School 
students who will be working with us until May. The students 
will be compiling affordable housing needs assessment data 
for three suburban cities. We will work with planners and 
human service staff in Renton, Shoreline and Seatac to tailor 
the format of the needs assessment data so it is useful for 
the cities as they update the land-use and housing elements 
of their Comp Plans. HDC and the students will be working 
closely with Rose Curran of King County Housing and 
Community Development to gather the data. The needs 
assessments will be paired with recommended policy tools, 
including some selected from PSRC’s Housing Innovation 
Program toolkit (PSRC’s public launch expected this spring). 

HUD Secretary Donovan Names Mary 
McBride as HUD’s Northwest Regional 
Director

SEATTLE – U.S. Housing and Urban Development 
Secretary Shaun Donovan today announced President 
Barack Obama’s selection of Mary McBride to serve as 
HUD Regional Director for the four states in HUD’s 
Northwest Region including Washington, Idaho, Oregon and 
Alaska. 
 
As the regional director, McBride will serve as HUD's liaison 
to mayors, city managers, elected representatives, state and 
local officials, congressional delegations, stakeholders and 
customers and will be responsible for overseeing the 
delivery of HUD programs and services to communities, and 
evaluate their efficiency and effectiveness. 
 
“Mary knows the region and is the ideal person to help us 
build partnerships that will ultimately improve upon our 
services and the delivery of programs to the communities 
that rely on them,” said Donovan. “Her economic and 
community development experiences will be great assets to 
us as we assist communities during these challenging 
economic times. I am excited to have her as a part of our 
team.” 
 
“I am honored to be asked to serve as the HUD Region X 
Director,” McBride said. “I look forward to working with 
Secretary Donovan, Deputy Secretary Sims, and HUD 
stakeholders to remove barriers, create greater efficiencies, 
and accomplish needed reform and improvements within 
HUD.” Most recently McBride served as the South Sound 
Regional Director for U.S. Senator Patty Murray. In that 
capacity, she was responsible for addressing diverse 
constituent concerns and needs by providing resource 
referrals and problem-solving assistance to organizations, 
municipalities, businesses, associations, and individuals. 
She was a lead resource to Senator Murray for statewide 
initiatives involving affordable, public and farmworker 
housing, and community and economic development issues. 
 
Prior to joining Senator Murray’s staff, Mary was an 
appointee of the Clinton Administration serving in the 
position of Director of USDA - Rural Development for 
Washington State. Mary has over 25 years of proactive, 
results-oriented experiences in the areas of economic and 
community development at local, regional, state, national, 
and international levels. She is a recognized leader in 
reducing barriers, streamlining processes, forming effective, 
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results-oriented partnerships, and creating customer driven 
efficiencies. 
 
A Georgia Southern University graduate, McBride earned a 
Bachelor of Sciences degree in criminal justice and 
continued her post graduate work at Eastern Washington 
University focusing on regional and urban planning. 
 
Posted on HUD Press Release 

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. 
Deadline for newsletter posting is 25th of the month. All prior postings 
are erased unless the posting organization renews its posting. 

Office Assistant, King County Housing Authority •

Administrative Specialist, King County Housing Authority •

Senior Asset Manager, Common Ground •

Director of Property Management, SCIDpda •

Property Accountant II, Capitol Hill Housing •

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

February 4-6, 2010, Seattle, WA 

New Partners for Smart Growth Conference 

•

February 12th, 2010, Olympia, WA  

Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day 

•

May 5th, 2010, Seattle, WA 

2nd Annual HDC Luncheon 

•
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