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January 5, 2011 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

February 2, 2011 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

 

December 14, 2011 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

February 11, 2011 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

 

 

For more information, contact 
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Executive Director Monthly Update 
 
I want to use my bully pulpit this month to 

recognize someone who has done so much for 

affordable housing and HDC in recent years: 

Lisa Vatske. Most of you know by now that Lisa 

has stepped away from her role as Managing 

Director of the State Housing Trust Fund, a 

position she held for many years.

 
Lisa’s accomplishments are many, here are just 

a few:

 
Administered the Housing Trust Fund program through one of its 

largest appropriation's, a $200 million appropriation in the 2007-

2009 biennium.

 
Grew the state's portfolio to over $800 million dollars invested, 

1,200 projects across the state, and 36,000 units of affordable 

housing providing homes for some of the most vulnerable citizens 

in the state (with about 40% of those units in King County).

 
Served as a leader in public funder coordination and alignment 

efforts which have made development activity in King County 

smoother and more predictable.

 
Acted as a visionary on portfolio preservation and asset 

management by strategically utilizing the MacArthur foundation grant 

to address questions of the long term sustainability and viability of 

the Trust Fund’s projects and the organizations which carry out the 

work, using HDC’s Asset Management/Property Management 

affinity group to test and prove concepts.

 
Implemented a statewide coordinated public funders web based 

annual reporting system.

 
I had the privilege of working with Lisa as a member of the Trust 

Fund’s Policy Advisory Team since my very first week at HDC and I 

was always impressed with the humor and grace she brought to 

what could just as easily been a cold bureaucratic role. At the heart 

of the matter, Lisa really cares about the work we do in the 

affordable housing sector and the positive changes we collectively 

make for communities and individuals and no matter what the 

future holds for her I know that will never change.

 
On behalf of the entire HDC membership and the thousands of 

people housed because of Lisa’s efforts I thank her and wish her 

success in whatever her next adventure might be. We’ll miss you 

Lisa!

 

HDC Welcomes New Policy Director, Emily 
Alvarado
 

I am very excited to ring in the New Year as 

HDC’s Policy Director, focusing on Seattle. I 

look forward to the opportunity to meet our 

members, find out more about your 

organizations, and hear how I can help 

support your work through our policy and 

advocacy efforts.  I will be reaching out to 
many of you in the upcoming weeks to learn 

more about your successes and challenges 

and I hope that you will contact me with any 

questions, concerns, or just to introduce 

yourself.

 
I am joining HDC after working at the Housing Consortium of 

Everett and Snohomish County, where I implemented a project to 

develop stakeholder advocacy. So, I am familiar with affordable 

housing and homelessness issues, understand our diverse 

members’ interests, and recognize our potential community allies 

and partners. I have a background as a lawyer and community 

organizer, and will tap into these skills as I advocate for regulations 

and land use decisions that are positive for our members and as I 

foster our community engagement efforts. I received my BA in 

American Studies from Scripps College and my JD from the 

University of Washington School of Law.
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Jessica Nguyen at 206.682.9541 or 

jessica@housingconsortium.org

 

 

It is my great hope, that despite our local, state and federal 

economic challenges, we will continue to chart ahead in 2011 and 

make progress towards our vision of a safe, decent, affordable 

home for all!

 

Veterans and Human Services Levy Stakeholder 
Input Meeting
 
HDC is coordinating with King County Department of Community 

and Human Services for a Veterans and Human Services Levy 
Stakeholder Input Meeting for HDC members.  This is your 

opportunity to weigh in during the County’s planning for the scope of 

the renewed VHS Levy (ballot Nov 2011) and to relay the importance 

of the VHS Levy in affordable housing and homelessness solutions 

for our community.

 
 

Veterans and Human Services Levy 
Stakeholder Input Meeting

Tuesday, January 18th, 8:30 a.m.-10:00 a.m.

King County Chinook Building

401 5th Avenue, Fourth Floor Room 4A

Seattle, WA 98104

Please RSVP to karen@housingconsortium.org

 
 
VHS Levy Background 

 

The Levy, passed by 58% of voters in 2005, has been a key partner 

in efforts to reduce and prevent homelessness throughout King 

County.  Levy funds helped create 543 new apartments for formerly 
homeless veterans and other individuals and families through 

2009.  The VHS Levy also provides support services, operating 
funds, and several other initiatives including the Landlord Liaison 

Project, outreach and engagement in South King County, 

employment services, and evidence-based criminal justice 

initiatives

 
While we have made great strides, there is more to be done and the 

VHS will be on the ballot in 2011.  Please attend this meeting to 
learn about and discuss the current levy and considerations for a 

future levy.  The meeting will also include information about King 
County’s Framework Policies for Human Services which are also 

under review.

 
Please give us your input, contact karen@housingconsortium.org

 

Two Challenges: Two Ways to Make Your Voice 
Heard
 
Congratulations to HDC members Shelter Resources, Housing 

Resources Group, Weber Thompson, GGLO, Absher Construction 

Company, and Catholic Housing Services for rising to the challenge 
and returning your Housing Trust Fund petitions! Shelter Resources 

holds an impressive lead, but there is still time to mail in the 

petition. So engage your residents, colleagues, and neighbors and 

fill out the petition today. As you know, the Housing Trust Fund is a 

critical tool that creates affordable housing, leverages private and 

federal funds, and generates economic activity and the petition is 

one way we can share this critical message with our state 

legislators.

 
Speaking of state legislators, join hundreds of other concerned 

citizens at Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day in Olympia 

on February 14, and meet directly with your legislators. Help us 

deliver the message: “Every heart needs a home.” HDC has set a 

goal to bring 200 members to Olympia. Please follow this link to 

register. Contact Moque Krape from the Washington Low Income 

Housing Alliance at moque@wliha.org with questions.

 

Policy People:  Revisions of County Planning 
Policies are Underway!
 
What are the CPPs?  The Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs) 
are an element of the Growth Management Act and were originally 

adopted by cities in 1994 as a framework for growth planning. 
 
 
Why are they important to affordable housing?  There are several 
chapters in the CPPs, but the Housing and Development Patterns 

chapters address housing affordability and land-use regulations 

that influence affordability.  Each of the 39 cities in King County refer 
to the CPPs when drafting their Comprehensive Plans, which set 

Not your father's Veterans 

Affairs 

•

County targets Olympia in 

effort to protect basic services, 

locate funding tools 

•

King Co. councilmembers ask 

for renewal of Veterans and 

Human Services Levy 

•
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targets for affordable housing. 
 
 
What is the opportunity with the CPP update?  Currently, cities vary 
in their efforts to reach their affordable housing targets.  By revising 
the CPPs, there is an opportunity to make this a tool that will help 

cities clearly assess their housing needs, implement policies to 

facilitate affordable housing development/preservation (land-use, 

regulatory, funding policies,) and track their progress towards 

meeting their affordable housing goals. 
 
 
Next steps:  Check out the draft policy updates.  There will be a 
stakeholder meeting to give input on the revisions.  HDC staff will 
be involved, but it would be good to have developer perspectives as 

well.

 
 

CPP Update Stakeholder Meeting

February 17, 2011

1:30 – 3:30 PM

Bellevue City Hall, room 1E-112

Proposed Affordability in New Kirkland Park & 
Ride TOD
 
Kirkland is moving along in its partnership with King County metro 

to redevelop the South Kirkland Park & Ride. The proposed TOD 

includes:

Approximately 250 additional parking stalls (some to be 

shared between the site's residents and transit riders

•

A transit facility•

Approximately 200 housing units – including affordable units•

A minor office component•

A small amount of retail development oriented to the users 
of the Park & Ride, site residents, and the surrounding 

community

•

Here is a preliminary design concept for the site and more details 

on the rezone process. Once zoning regulations are in place for the 

site, King County Metro will issue a RFP to develop the TOD.

Kirkland is prioritizing this opportunity to increase its affordable 

housing stock and HDC wants to support this effort. There is some 

neighborhood opposition to the rezone that is needed to move 

forward with the TOD.  
 
 
Call to action:  We need Kirkland and Bellevue residents 

(especially 98004 and 98033 zip codes), to support this transit 

oriented development that includes affordability, provides greater 

transportation options, and capitalizes on existing infrastructure.

  
 
Public Workshops:

 
            January 20, 2011           Northwest University
            7:00 p.m.

 
            January 25, 2011           City Hall
            7:00 p.m. 
 
 
Written comments: can be sent to Dorian Collins Kirkland Senior 

Planner  dcollins@ci.kirkland.wa.us

 
For more information on this, please contact 

karen@housingconsortium.org

 

Member Highlight: Wellspring Family Services
 
Beginning this month, we will feature one HDC member in 

HOUSINGnews. 
 
We were excited to welcome Wellspring Family Services as our 

100th member in December.  Wellspring Family Services has been 
providing social and human serves in King County since 1892, 

addressing the root causes of family homelessness through 

housing placement, eviction prevention, domestic violence 

intervention, mental health counseling and early learning.  They 
also provide services to help families maintain a safe and stable 

home such as childcare for homeless children and a Baby 

Boutique that provides families with clothes, diapers, car seats and 

other supplies.

  
Last fall, Wellspring’s Domestic Violence Intervention Program was 

at risk of being cut from the Mayor’s proposed City of Seattle 

budget.  Knowing the safety implications this would have on the 
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families they serve, Wellspring formed an advocacy committee that 

includes staff and Board members  Following two months of action 
alerts, public testimonies and meetings with City Council Members, 

Wellspring successfully preserved full funding for the program!

 
This is just the beginning of Wellspring’s advocacy efforts.  
Wellspring participated in workshops offered by Common Ground 

through the Board Advocacy Project, and partners with organizations 

such as the Children’s Alliance and Human Services Coalition to 

work collaboratively toward their goals. Last year Wellspring 

developed their first ever public policy agenda and continues to 

advocate for policies and issues that directly affect the stability, 

health and well being of families and children in the community.

 

Correction: New Members in 2010
 
Three organizations were left off the list of new members that joined 

HDC in 2010: 
  
Falkin Associates – provide construction expertise to the lending 

and development community, serving to reduce the risk of real 

estate investments through control of the construction process.

 
Wellspring Family Services – At Wellspring Family Services we are 

strengthening our community by working to prevent and end 

homelessness, stop domestic violence, and provide therapeutic 

support for families, couples, adults, and children. 

 
Affordable Housing Consultants – provide asset management 

solutions to multi-family property owners.

Upcoming Affinity Group Meetings
 
Affordable Homeownership – January 13, 1:00-3:00 pm, Vance 

Building

 

Asset & Property Management – January 26, 2:00-3:30 pm, Impact 

Capital

 

Efficient and Quality Development – January 13, 10:00-11:30 am, 

WSHFC

 

Successful Design – January 19, 12:30-1:30 pm, GGLO

 

Tax Credits – January 25, 3:00-4:30 pm, Location TBA

 

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations 

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. 

Deadline for newsletter posting is 25th of the month. All prior 

postings are erased unless the posting organization renews its 

posting. 

Communications Director, Washington Low Income 

Housing Alliance

•

Housing Case Manager - Native American Focus, Plymouth 

Housing Group

•

Shelter Plus Care Program Manager, Plymouth Housing 

Group

•

Front Office Administration Assistant, Plymouth Housing 

Group

•

Compliance Specialist, Plymouth Housing Group 

 

•

 

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

Jan. 11, Seattle, WA 

Low Income Senior Housing Forum

•

Jan. 14, Seattle, WA 

Groundbreaking: Gethsemane Kindred and Hope Centers & 

The Dekko Place Affordable Housing

•

Jan. 20, Seattle, WA 

Grand Opening: Tamarack Place

•

Jan. 28, King County, WA 

One Night Count

•

Feb. 14, Olympia, WA 

Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day 

 

•
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