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January 4, 2012 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

February 1, 2012 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

 

January 13, 2012 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

February 10, 2012 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

 

 

For more information, contact 

Jessica Nguyen at 206.682.9541 or 

jessica@housingconsortium.org
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Executive Director Monthly Update
 

What are you doing on Friday January 20th? I 

hope you’re planning to be in Olympia that day 

with 250 or more of your HDC compatriots for 

Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day 

(HHAD)!

 

Many of you have attended previous versions of 

HHAD, but for many of you this is something new 

and you probably have some questions or 

concerns about the logistics and expectations. 

I’m going to try to answer those in a Frequently 

Asked Questions format:

 

HHAD FAQs

 

When is HHAD? Friday January 20th from 8:00 am to 3:30 pm with 

the program starting at 9:00 am.

 

Where is HHAD? In Olympia, only a little more than an hour down I-

5 from King County. The day’s activities begin at the United 

Churches of Olympia 110 - Eleventh Avenue SE 

Olympia, WA 98501-2259 (map) , and then move onto the State 

Capitol campus a couple of blocks away.

 

Why HHAD? State funding for affordable housing is a critical 

component of much of affordable housing development in King 

County and statewide. King County’s legislators in both political 

parties hold positions of great influence on this issue and they 

listen to their constituents that take the time to visit their office to 

speak or even to drop off a note.

 

A strong HDC turnout sends a clear and compelling signal that 

affordable housing and related services must be part of the state’s 

social infrastructure spending. HDC’s 2012 HHAD goal is 250 

members showing up in Olympia, topping last year’s impressive 

200 HDC participants out of 500 total attendees.

 

Who should attend HHAD? The easy answer is “everyone, of 

course” but to be specific anyone who resides in, works for, 

volunteers at or financially supports HDC member organizations 

and businesses especially line-staff, board members and present 

and past direct consumers of affordable housing and related 

services should attend and make these educational visits.

In years past I’ve heard very stirring statements made to legislators 

from Vietnam-era vets and high school students alike; your passion 

for the issue is the key.

 

Who organizes HHAD? The primary organizer of the day is the 

Washington Low Income Housing Alliance (Housing Alliance), the 

primary statewide advocates for affordable housing issues. HDC 

and many of our members are also Housing Alliance members, 

working closely to set an annual advocacy agenda and then moving 

it forward. A HDC staff person makes the appointments with King 

County legislators and HDC members lead many of those visits.

 

How do I register for HHAD? Click here for registration. The cost is 

$20 and includes continental breakfast and lunch. Limited partial 

scholarships are available through WLIHA (if necessary, contact 

HDC about support for registration). The 20th is only a couple of 

weeks away so register NOW!

 

Why should I register with my home address? Registering by your 

home address puts you into the correct legislative district group; 

showing up as a constituent is the best way to be listened too. If you 

want to make visits based on where you work or the location of a 

project that is possible too but not always as compelling.

 

What happens at HHAD? After coffee and food to start the day, the 

fun begins with a rally inside the church with some inspirational and 

educational presentations Workshops on how to effectively share 

your story and a panel discussion on Faith and Advocacy are 

scheduled before the gathering breaks down into legislative district 

groups.

 

Groups then pick up lunches (donated by HDC to make sure your 

energy level stays high) and proceed to the Capital campus for 

prescheduled visits, to drop off a note at the Governor’s office and to 

make our presence felt in the hallways of state political power.
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New leadership at Seattle 

nonprofit working to end 

homelessness 

•

It's not easy, says Pop | Life on 

the streets of Renton 

•

More then cost determines 

housing affordability 

•

Seattle-King County receive 

more than $21.8 million in 

federal homeless assistance 

grants 

•

Wellspring makes a place for 

kids without homes 

•

Talking points for legislator visits are provided by the Housing 

Alliance and we ask that you stick to those on this occasion to 

ensure a unified presentation. HDC’s top two state advocacy issues 

are also at the top of WLIHA’s list: funding the State Housing Trust 

Fund and passing the document recording fee renewal/increase 

bills, HB 2048 and SB 5292.

 

If you have any questions not addressed herein please contact me 

or Moque Krape at the Housing Alliance. Thanks in advance for 

making Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day 2012 the best 

and most effective yet!!

2012 Advocacy Agenda Issue Spotlight 

Allowing Cities to Exempt Impact Fees for Affordable Housing 

 

On January 17th, HDC Staff will be meeting with King County 

legislators in Olympia to discuss our 2012 State Agenda. In these 

meetings, we will be encouraging our legislators to support House 

Bill (HB) 1398, legislation that would allow cities to exempt 

affordable housing developments from impact fees.

 

Under the Growth Management Act, city governments are allowed to 

exempt low-income housing developments from impact fees in 

order to increase the availability of affordable housing, but currently, 

this is only possible if a city replaces those foregone dollars with 

another source of funding. This requirement makes the exemption 

impractical for many cities struggling with reduced revenues and 

tight budgets. HB 1398 would give local governments the flexibility 

to exempt impact fees for low-income housing without a dollar-for-

dollar replacement to impact fee accounts.

 

As an example of the importance of this legislation, Imagine 

Housing was assessed $85,000 in transportation impact fees and 

$191,000 for park impact fees on a new 76 unit development in 

Kirkland.  Due to budget constraints, Kirkland is unable to replace 
these dollars with another source of funding, so they are not 

currently able to exempt Imagine Housing from these fees. 

However, if HB 1398 is enacted, Kirkland would be able to exempt 

future developments like this one from such significant costs.

 

HB 1398 was introduced in the 2011 session by Rep. Joe 

Fitzgibbon and was supported by HDC, among other organizations. 

However, it was not one of HDC’s priority items.  The bill passed the 
House and the Senate Financial Institutions, Housing, & Insurance 

Committee last year, but it was unable to pass the Senate before 

the last day of session.

 

This year, HDC along with the cities of Kirkland and Renton are 

committed to enacting HB 1398 to ensure this tool is available to 

cities across the state. And we need your support to pass it!  Please 
contact Kelly at kelly@housingconsortium.org or (206) 682-9541 to 

get involved in advocating for this critical issue.  Or, call the 
Legislative Hotline at 1.800.562.6000 to urge your state legislators 

to support HB 1398.

New Housing Listing and Locator for King 
County 

 

Advertise rental properties for FREE on HousingSearchNW.org, a 

new resource providing fast access to up-to-date housing 

information anywhere in King County. Tenants can search for units 

with specific amenities and features and find detailed listings about 

properties that meet their needs. A toll-free call center offers support 

to landlords and tenants who do not have access to or feel 

comfortable using the Internet.

 

Go to www.HousingSearchNW.org or call 1.877.428.8844 toll free 

for assistance.

 
This service is sponsored by the City of Seattle, King County, United Way of 
King County, Seattle Housing Authority and King County Housing Authority. 

Oversight is handled by a steering committee comprised of these five 

organizations, the Rental Housing Association of Puget Sound and the 

Tenants Union. Seattle Housing Authority acts as financial agent and 

administrative support.

The City of Seattle Explores Policies to Improve 
Building Energy Efficiency 

 

In October 2011, the Seattle City Council unanimously passed a 

resolution adopting zero net emissions by 2050. The Office of 

Sustainability & Environment has begun to update the Seattle 

Climate Action Plan and lay out a roadmap for how Seattle can 

become a carbon neutral city and be prepared for the impacts of 

climate change.

 

How does the goal of carbon neutrality relate to affordable housing? 
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Emissions in the building energy sector represent 21 % of 2008 

greenhouse gas emissions in Seattle, and as a result, a primary 

focus of the Climate Action Plan will include strategies identifying 

how we can reduce our greenhouse gases in the building sector.

 

Currently, a Building Energy Technical Advisory Group has 

convened to analyze and recommend a wide range of greenhouse 

gas reduction strategies, identify short and long term goals, and 

explore funding mechanisms. Policies under consideration include 

both incentives and mandates for both existing buildings and new 

construction. They range from fee-bates for energy efficiency to 

outcome-based codes, public disclosure of energy use to rental 

housing energy efficiency financing. The final policies may be 

adopted by City Council and will have long-term impacts on 

affordable housing development.

 

Which policies best help us reach a shared vision of affordable 

housing for all and environmental sustainability? For more 

information on the proposals, click here and if you have concerns or 

comments about these policies, contact 

Emily@housingconsortium.org. 

Member Highlight: DESC 

Member since 2001 

 

DESC was founded over 30 years 

ago as an emergency shelter for 

vulnerable homeless men and 

women living with mental 

illnesses, substance addictions, 

and developmental disabilities.  
Today, it is the Northwest’s most comprehensive provider of 

services for chronically homeless adults, including shelter, 

housing, mental healthcare, addiction treatment, and employment 

support.  DESC reaches close to 7,000 people annually and 
provides state licensed mental health and chemical dependency 

treatment, 279 emergency shelter beds, and over 800 units of 

permanent supportive housing. 
 

All DESC services are predicated on the concept of Housing First 

and the simple premise that clinical and social stabilization occur 

faster and are more enduring when the chaos of homelessness is 

eliminated from someone’s life.  A safe and healthy place to live 
should be the first treatment goal.  Through this model, DESC has 
helped thousands improve their housing stability and health status, 

and has demonstrated significant systems cost avoidance.

 

DESC is co-presenting the inaugural Housing First Partners 

Conference, scheduled for March 21 - 23, 2012 in New Orleans, 

with its colleague organization and leader in the field of ending 

homelessness, Pathways to Housing, headquartered in New York.  
The purpose of this conference is to have a conversation about the 

interpretation and implementation of the Housing First practice and 

how to move forward in our efforts collectively.  The conference will 
offer 48 workshops and three keynote presentations with topics 

ranging from the role of philanthropy and homelessness, clinical 

trainings, to research data and information dissemination.  Over 
400 expert providers, researchers and advocates working on the 

many facets of Housing First to are expected to attend the 

conference.  As early pioneers in the field of Housing First, DESC 
and Pathways to Housing have demonstrated that an approach at 

first thought to be counter-intuitive can have dramatic outcomes on 

the lives of the people we serve, and the broader community.

 

Delridge Supportive Housing, currently under development, is 

slated to be DESC's tenth supportive housing building.  It has been 
awarded funding from the state, county and city of Seattle, and has 

received an allocation of Low Income Housing Tax Credits.  This 
building is slated to have 66 studio apartments over common area 

space on the first floor.  Commercial space will be on the ground 
floor.  It will also have a courtyard in the front, which will contain a 
large cedar tree which DESC is preserving.  DESC hopes to break 
ground in late 2012, with an opening projected for the end of 2013. 

  
Following a lively first meeting with neighbors in June 2011, where 

several people expressed concerns about the prospect of formerly 

homeless, mentally ill and addicted individuals moving into the 

area, DESC has participated in an ongoing community relations 

effort focused on outreach, education and relationship-building with 

neighbors.   For more information, including extensive media 
coverage in the West Seattle Blog, please see 

http://desc.org/Delridge_Supportive_Housing.html.

 

For more information about DESC, please visit www.desc.org.

Join Us at Our Open House 

 

Housing Development Consortium

Open House
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January 12, 2012

5:30-7:30 pm

 

Vance Building

1402 Third Avenue

Suite 1230

Seattle, WA 98101

 

HDC members and friends - come see our new office and join us 

for beverages, snacks and conversation. With the launch of our 

2012-2014 Strategic Plan we’re looking for opportunities to engage 

with our members, and we’d love to get to know you better in this 

relaxed and festive setting. We’re identifying HDC member projects 

around King County for inclusion on a wall map that will show the 

reach of our work toward a shared vision of all people living with 

dignity in healthy, safe and affordable homes in King County.

 

Our event is being held at the same time as the Tour de Vance, a 

building-wide open house with 30 participating organizations in the 

Vance Building, all featuring food, drinks and worthy causes.

 

Please, stop by on Thursday, enjoy some tasty treats and learn 

more about what’s going on with HDC and our many wonderful 

neighbors. We look forward to seeing you!

 

Harry, Emily, Kelly, Jessica & Dan

Save the Date for HDC's 4th Annual Luncheon 

 

Friday, March 23, 2012 

Grand Hyatt Seattle - 721 Pine Street 

11:30-12:00 Networking 

12:00-1:30 Seating and Program 

 

Keynote Speaker: 

Angela Glover Blackwell, Founder and CEO of PolicyLink 

 

Sponsorship opportunities are available.  
For more information, please contact 

jessica@housingconsortium.org 

 

Thank you to our Leadership Sponsor: 

 

Upcoming Affinity Group & Interest Area 
Meetings 

 

Affinity Groups 

Affordable Homeownership – January 19, 1:30-3:00 pm, Vance 

Building 

 

Affordable Senior Housing – January 24, 11:30-12:30 pm, Kawabe 

Memorial House 

 

Asset & Property Management – January 25, 2:00-3:30 pm, Impact 

Capital 

 

Efficient and Quality Development/Successful Design – January 

12, 10:00-12:00 pm, WSHFC

 

Interest Areas

North King County Housing and Homelessness Workgroup – 

January 11, 11:00-1:00 pm, Shoreline City Hall 

 

South King County Developers Workgroup – January 24, 2:00-4:00 

pm, Valley Cities Landing

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations 

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. 

Deadline for newsletter posting is 25th of the month. All prior 

postings are erased unless the posting organization renews its 

posting. 

Regional Compliance Specialist, Catholic Housing 

Services

•

Assistant Site Manager, Capitol Hill Housing•

Housing Case Manager, Plymouth Housing Group•

Building Specialist - Live Out, Plymouth Housing Group•

Executive Director, White Center Community Development 

Association

•
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Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

January 20, Olympia, WA 

Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day

•

January 26-27, King County, WA 

One Night Count

•

February 11, Seattle & Kent, WA 

Beyond the One Night Count 

 

•

A publication of the Housing Development Consortium, www.housingconsortium.org 

1402 Third Ave, Suite 1230 | Seattle, WA 98101 | 206.682.9541 (phone) 206.623.4669 (fax) hdc@housingconsortium.org 

Harry Hoffman, Executive Director | Marty Kooistra, Board President

Submissions to: jessica@housingconsortium.org | Deadline for job ads 25th of the month.
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