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Job Offerings, Workshops and 
Seminars

 

July 6, 2011 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

September 7, 2011 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

 

July 15, 2011 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church 

911 Stewart Street, Seattle

September 16, 2011 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

 

 

For more information, contact 

Jessica Nguyen at 206.682.9541 or 

jessica@housingconsortium.org
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Executive Director Monthly Update
 

Last month I referred to the King County 

Veterans and Human Services Levy renewal as 

HDC’s current advocacy target. I’d like to use this 

month’s column to expand on the importance of 

that issue to HDC members and to the 

communities we serve.

 

The Veterans and Human Services Levy is 

unique in serving a wide range of needs within 

two focal areas as the name implies. It has been 

a bipartisan effort in both the original Levy and 

the renewal legislation and has been rigorously measured for 

effectiveness in meeting its stated goals.

 

Veterans from conflicts as far back as the Korean War and as 

recent as the Iraq and Afghanistan conflicts return home changed in 

many ways. For far too many of those who serve their military 

experience created long-lasting and even permanent injuries, 

physical, psychological and social.

 

We all should care deeply about the recovery of veterans and their 

families from conditions such as Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, 

Traumatic Brain Injury and the host of drastic injuries modern 

warfare produces. Veterans, whether draftees or volunteers, 

deserve a fighting chance to return to a productive life after their time 

of service. This is why the veteran’s portion of the Levy is so 

important.

 

The Levy provides funding for the delivery of a host of programs and 

solutions ranging from counseling and substance abuse treatment 

to the creation of affordable housing to reduce veteran 

homelessness. With ongoing military action in the Middle East and 

Central Asia, the tide of returning veterans in need of services 

including affordable housing will only grow in the next few years.

 

The Human Services side of the Levy is equally important. This 

portion – one-half of the Levy – targets other individuals and 

families in need. A major focus for the Human Services efforts is 

“Ending homelessness through outreach, prevention, permanent 

supportive housing, and employment”. HDC members understand 

the importance of these efforts because they are the same as those 

of many of our own organizations.

 

HDC has committed resources and seeks your volunteer energy for 

the renewal of the Levy, a major funding sources for both capital to 

create the above-referenced affordable housing with supportive 

services and for delivering the critical services to provide what is for 

many their best (and perhaps only) chance for stability, recovery and 

a brighter future.

Veterans and Human Services Levy - A Call to 
Action 

 

By the time you receive your next HDC newsletter, you will have 

received your 2011 Primary Ballot. That’s right--in just 4 weeks, 

Primary Ballots will be in the mail, and the King County Veterans & 

Human Services Levy is Proposition 1 on that ballot.  We at HDC 

urge you to APPROVE Proposition 1 and to tell your friends, family 

and co-workers to do the same.

 

As an HDC supporter, you may already know how important this 

Levy is.  Your organization may even be among the 64 partners that 
received Levy dollars last year.  Over the past 5 years, the King 
County Veterans & Human Services Levy has provided $34 million 

in funding to programs that help end homelessness.  The Levy has 
funded initiatives that identify, engage, and house long-term 

homeless individuals, projects that increase permanent housing 

with support services, the Housing Stability Program, and programs 

that link education & employment to supportive housing. At the end 

of 2010, the Levy had helped fund a total of 25 affordable housing 

projects, creating more than 1,200 new units with 177 reserved for 

veterans.

 

This funding source will end on December 31, 2011 if Proposition 1 

is not approved.  That is why it’s critical that voters approve 

Proposition 1 and Renew this Levy for the next 6 years.
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New website offers senior 

housing options

•

Seattle's Multifamily Tax 

Exemption program ensures 

affordable housing 

•

Details: 'Permanent housing' 

for 75 homeless people 

proposed for Delridge site 

•

Demand for Housing Assistance 

Doubles in King County 

•

Seattle Housing awarded 100 

special-purpose housing 

vouchers

•

 

HDC is leading the charge to renew the Veterans & Human 

Services Levy, but we need your help to achieve success.  At a 
time when public funding of affordable housing continues to be at 

risk, we need your support to reach out to King County’s 1 million 

registered voters and maintain this crucial source of funding.

 

How you can help:

Spread the word about the Levy through your monthly 

newsletter, website, Facebook page, etc.  Encourage your 
family, friends and colleagues to APPROVE Proposition 1, 

and talk about the Levy at the meetings you attend.  You can 
find a useful handout on the campaign website: 

www.vetsandhumanservices.org  Click on Resources then 
Get the Facts.

•

Like Us on Facebook!•

Volunteer to make phone calls to voters at campaign-

hosted phone banks, or Host a phone bank with your staff 

and supporters at your office.

•

Make a financial donation to the campaign.  We know 
budgets are tight, so we planned the most cost-efficient 

voter outreach strategy possible.  We need to raise just 
$35,000 to execute our campaign strategy.  Please donate 

here.

•

And, if your organization received Levy funding, send us your 

stories of how Levy funding for your organization has helped 

people in King County that we can post on our website and use in 

press releases.  Or tell us about an exciting project that’s funded 

with Levy dollars, so we can invite the media to see how Levy funds 

are improving the lives of County residents.

 

You can help us pass Proposition 1 on Primary Election Day, 

August 16th.  If everyone participates, we can ensure this 

important source of human services funding continues for years 

to come!

Seattle Comprehensive Plan Major Review 

 

The City of Seattle is embarking on a major review and update of its 

Comprehensive Plan, Toward a Sustainable Seattle, which will 

shape how Seattle grows over the next 20 years. This review is 

required to take place every seven years by the state Growth 

Management Act.

 

The Seattle Comprehensive Plan guides City decisions and actions 

about where and how to manage new population, jobs and 

developments, and sets out affordable housing goals and 

strategies. These affordable housing targets are meaningful 

because they enable HDC and other advocates to reference and 

reinforce city-adopted goals and encourage policies and 

developments that can help meet them.

 

Over the summer, the Department of Planning and Development is 

encouraging the public to comment on the proposed work plan for 

this project.  City Council will review and adopt the work plan in the 
fall.  It is anticipated that the work will then continue over the next 
eighteen months, with other opportunities for public comment 

during the development of proposed revisions to the plan.

 

For more information on the Seattle Comprehensive Plan Major 

Review, visit: http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/CompPlan

HDC Welcomes Dan Cantrell, Operations 
Manager 

 

We are pleased to welcome Dan Cantrell, HDC’s new Operations 

Manager.  Dan brings a great deal of skills and experience in 
nonprofit management and will assist with strengthening our 

internal systems and exploring new external communication tools. 

 Dan was previously the Executive Director of Futurewise and the 
Washington State Recycling Association, and has served on the 

Board of Directors for other organizations including the Washington 

Environmental Council, Sierra Club Cascade Chapter, and Earth 

Share Washington.  He can be reached at 
dan@housingconsortium.org.    
 

Leadership Development Program 

 

The fourth year of HDC’s Leadership Development Program 

concluded in June.  This program was created as a result of HDC’s 

strategic planning process in 2005, titled the Future of the Field.  
Among other outcomes, the Future of the Field identified the need to 

mentor and train emerging leaders in the field of affordable housing 

to sustain the collective efforts of HDC’s members to meet the need 

for affordable housing in King County. 
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This year’s cohort of 17 participants included employees of non-

profit housing organizations, public housing authorities, 

architectural, construction and law firms, housing development 

organizations and government.  As a final reflection, participants 
created a short film documenting their personal and professional 

growth in the program.  View the film and read more about the LDP 
at www.housingconsortium.org/programs-events/leadership-

development-program/.  
 

The application process for the 2012 Leadership Development 

Program will begin this fall.

 

Member Highlight: YouthCare 

Member since 2009 

 

YouthCare is an organization 

with overr 35 years of 

experience and national 

stature. From dry socks and meals for youth on the street, to stable 

housing, education, and employment training that make for 

success upon independence, YouthCare is unusual in this 

community for its ability to provide — on its own and with partners — 

services of the necessary scope to get homeless youth off the 

streets and preparing for life.

 

But since the onset of our nation’s economic crisis, YouthCare has 

seen a dramatic increase in the number of youth accessing 

services: from just over 2,000 in 2008 to well over 4,000 in 2010.  As 
we strive to keep up with increased demand, we have successfully 

launched new programs to address unmet needs and issues:

In January 2010, thanks to a grant from the Raynier Institute 

and Foundation, we opened the Orion Shelter for young 

people 18 -24. It is one of only two emergency young adult 

shelters in Seattle, and has been full to its 15-bed capacity 

almost every night of operation; each week, we must turn 

away an average of 12 young people. Nonetheless, for those 

lucky 15 each night, safe shelter is a key piece of the early 

intervention strategy that we know works – one third of our 

youth have been homeless less than 30 days, and through 

case management, many are able to exit to stable housing.  

 

•

Also in January 2010, YouthCare launched YouthBuild, a 

highly regarded national program that trains low- income 

young people in valuable construction skills. YouthCare’s 

YouthBuild program focuses specifically on homeless youth; 

over the course of 6 months, participants pursue their GEDs 

while also receiving on-the-job training. In partnership with 

Habitat for Humanity, they give back to the community, 

helping to build low-income housing. Upon completion, 

participants earn up to eight separate industry certifications, 

enhancing their employment prospects and strengthening 

their confidence as self-sufficient citizens. YouthCare staff 

help them with employment counseling for six months to a 

year after finishing classroom training, ensuring that youth 

are able to make the most of their new training.  

 

•

May 2011 marked the one year anniversary of YouthCare’s 

Bridge Program for sexually exploited minors. Seattle holds 

the distinction of having one of the highest rates of teen 

prostitution in the nation – between 300 and 500 children 

are involved at any given time. Thanks to a unique 

partnership spearheaded by Seattle's Human Services 

Department, in coordination with other agencies and with 

generous support from community donors, we opened our 

doors in May 2010. This three-year pilot project offers 

transitional and emergency housing to 20 youth annually 

and provides on-site, wrap around services including mental 

health and chemical dependency treatment. In 2010, we 

also provided non-residential services, including outreach, 

education, and referral services, to over 40 sexually exploited 

youth. We are looking forward to the launch of a new school, 

in partnership with Seattle Public Schools, to serve sexually 

exploited youth from multiple agencies around the city. 

•

For more information about YouthCare please email 

info@youthcare.org or visit www.youthcare.org.

 
July & August HDC Membership Meetings 

 

HDC Members: Please join us on July 15th for a BBQ before the 

Membership Meeting!

 

Where: Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 911 Stewart Street 

When: 12:00-1:30 pm

 

We will start off with a BBQ at the renovation and construction site of 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church and Compass Housing Alliance’s 

Dekko Place project.  At 12:30 we will move next door to the Aspira 
Apartments (1823 Terry Avenue) for the Monthly Membership 

Meeting, including an update on the King County Veterans and 

Human Services Levy renewal.

 

Please RSVP to jessica@housingconsortium.org by July 8 so we 

can get an accurate count for food and chairs.  
 

There will not be a Membership Meeting in August.

 

 
Upcoming Affinity Group Meetings
 

Affordable Homeownership – July 14, Time TBA, Vance Building

 

Affordable Senior Housing - July 20, 12:00-1:00 pm, Vance Building

 

Asset & Property Management – July 27, 2:00-4:00 pm, Impact 

Capital

 

Efficient and Quality Development – August 11, 10:00-11:30 am, 

WSHFC

 

Successful Design – July 6, 1:00-2:30 pm, YWCA Family Village

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations 

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. 

Deadline for newsletter posting is 25th of the month. All prior 

postings are erased unless the posting organization renews its 

posting. 

Technical Business Analyst, Tacoma Housing Authority•

Asset Management Analyst, National Equity Fund•

Property Manager, Plymouth Housing Group•

Project Manager (Asset Development), HUD•

Supervisory Project Manager (Team Coordinator), HUD•

 

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

July 7, Maple Valley, WA 

YWCA Passage Point Grand Opening

•

July 8, Seattle, WA 

Sustainable Growth Summit 

 

 

•
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