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Seminars 

Board Meetings

March 4, 2009 •
9:00 a.m - 11:30 a.m. 

WSHFC  

28th Floor, Board Room  

1000 Second Avenue 

Downtown Seattle 

April 1, 2009 •
9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m.  

WSHFC  

28th Floor, Board Room  

1000 Second Avenue 

Downtown Seattle 

Monthly Meetings

March 13, 2009 •
12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

WSHFC  

28th Floor, Board Room  

1000 Second Avenue 
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WSHFC  
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Downtown Seattle 

For more information, contact Haley 

Wotzka at 206.682.9541 or 

haley@housingconsortium.org 

In The News

Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day 2009

550 people “stand up” for housing

Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day 2009 saw the 

largest turnout ever with over 550 people in attendance, 

prepared to advocate for affordable housing for all. The United 

Church was packed on February 24, with a full house as 

attendees listened to Senator Lisa Brown and a panel of citizen 

advocates. 

 
The group marched on the Capitol and held a rally on the 

steps, making sure no one missed their presence. Almost 

every Legislative District in Washington was represented, as 

constituents from all over the state met with their elected officials. 

 
Anna Markee, HDC’s Seattle Outreach Director, reported that her 

district, the 43rd, had over 40 people in attendance and ready to 

march. Representative Jamie Pedersen (D-Seattle) was forced to 

sit atop the filing cabinet in his office in order to address the 

crowd. One particularly stand-out member of this group happened 

to be a 12-year old boy there to 

advocate for the Fairness in 

Tenant Screening Bill.

   
Legislators were, yet again, unable to ignore the fact that affordable 

housing is a priority issue for those they represent. In the end, the day 

itself was an inspiring success. 

Leadership Group’s Research Advances State 
Legislation

Case studies and data on public infrastructure support HB 
1360/SB 5377

A two-year effort to address the high cost of residential infrastructure in the Washington State Legislature got 

a boost this year thanks to the work of one of HDC’s Leadership Development Program project teams. Last 

November, the teams presented research to HDC members on a variety of topics including family housing, 

green standards, and attitudes about the Housing Levy. 

 
One of the teams -- Kristin Pula of HomeSight, George Nemeth of Seattle Housing Authority, Lynda Carey of 

Housing Resources Group, and Clara Berridge -- studied the impacts of the rising cost of infrastructure on 

affordable housing development. The group then worked with Haley Wotzka at HDC to continue gathering 

data about how much our members are spending in infrastructure. They provided that data to the coalition of 

stakeholders developing and advocating for the Residential Public Infrastructure bill in Olympia. 

 
The bill, which was not passed in 2008, is making its way through the legislative committees this year. Bills 

are often stymied by lack of solid evidence and numerical data to prove arguments. Thanks to the work of this 

team, the bill has been faring better than others and legislators are taking notice of their thorough work. 

According to Kristin Pula, “We used data from five of the projects our group surveyed and legislators have 

been quite excited to hear some stories and dollar amounts. Nobody else has characterized the need in 

terms of dollars and types of infrastructure needed, so I think this is really helping people understand what it 

means on the ground.” 
 
Special thanks to HDC members for providing data from their projects: Archdiocesan Housing Authority, 

Beacon Development Group, Capitol Hill Housing, Common Ground, Downtown Emergency Service Center, 

HomeSight, Housing Resources Group, Seattle Chinatown/International District Preservation & Development 

Authority and Interim Community Development Association. 

 
To read the report, click here.  

 

To read the Infrastructure fund bill, click here. 

 
To track the bill’s progress, click here. 

HDC Works to Include Working Families in “Transit Oriented 
Communities”
Partnership advocates Inclusionary Housing near light rail

With light rail coming to the Puget Sound, affordable housing advocates have an incredible opportunity to 

ensure the preservation of affordable housing and inclusion of working families in growing neighborhoods. 

 
This legislative session, Futurewise, Transportation Choices Coalition and the Washington Low Income 

Housing Alliance are leading the advocacy of H.B. 1490. The bill, sponsored by Rep. Sharon Nelson (D-West 

Seattle/Vashon) aims to stem climate change by reducing vehicle miles traveled. The bill would direct local 

jurisdictions to consider climate change in the comprehensive plans. In addition, Urban Growth Centers must 

allow an average net density of 50 housing units per acre in a half mile walking radius of mass transit 

stations. 
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Washington State Housing Trust 

Fund, Seattle Housing Levy 

Recognized with $1million MacArthur 

Foundation Grant 

•

Provide incentives for cities, 

residents to avoid sprawl 

•

Opinion: In 50 words, What is 

affordability and how can Seattle 

achieve it? 

•

 

 
Based on experience with Incentive Zoning in Seattle and Bellevue’s Bel-Red Corridor, HDC staff members 

Anna Markee and Rachel Krefetz have worked with WLIHA on a package of affordable housing provisions 

aimed at protecting low-income families from displacement and enabling Inclusionary Housing. Anna Markee 

testified in favor of the bill along with many others on January 28th to the House of Representative’s Local 

Government and Housing Committee chaired by Rep. Geoff Simpson (D-Covington) giving an overview of 

Inclusionary Housing policy in the United States. To watch the hearing, click here (HB 1490 begins at 55:00). 

 
The bill has received much attention in the local news and blogs and added fuel to long burning fires about 

urban growth and changing neighborhoods. At the hearing, it faced opposition from a few vocal Southeast 

Seattle residents who raised concerns about density. Others, such as a Rainier Vista homeowner, spoke 

about the need for greater residential density to support a more vibrant and walkable business district. 

 
Based on input from Southeast Seattle residents and the City of Seattle, the bill’s proponents and sponsor 

have adapted the bill so that the density requirements now only apply to Urban Centers such as Capitol Hill, 

not Urban Villages such as Columbia City. Neighborhoods such as Roosevelt and Othello are required to 

plan for pedestrian and bike mobility. 

 
To read Rep. Nelson’s Op-Ed click here. 

 
To watch the Seattle City Council sponsored meeting on the bill click here. 

 
To track the bill’s progress click here. 

Steering Committee Considers Housing Levy Options

Potential packages discussed by community leaders

Seattle’s 2009 Housing Levy Steering Committee chaired by former mayors Charles Royer and Norm Rice 

has completed two of three scheduled meetings. At the February 19th session, participants discussed the 

need for the levy to continue to serve the continuum of housing needs while having the flexibility to take 

advantage of opportunities created by the changing market. Examples of flexible uses could be financing for 

land acquisition when sites can be purchased at relatively lower cost. 

 
Several members of the group also agreed that proponents of the levy will need to make the case for housing 

as an economic stimulus tool, pointing to the high funding leverage rate, jobs created and taxes generated. 

HDC Affiliate Members should consider ways they can communicate the impact of the levy on their business. 

 
Three potential options for the levy were presented with total funding packages of $107 million ($56 per 

average home), $144 million ($75 per home), and $167 million ($87 per home). The levy programs in each 

option remain relatively similar to the current levy with the largest package adding an “Acquisition & 

Opportunity Loan Fund” for land and building acquisition or other opportunities. 

 
To see a list of the Steering Committee Members, click here. 

 
Please also mark your calendars and invite your networks to the March 10th Levy Open House. 

 
Seattle Housing Levy Open House  

March 10th 4-6 p.m.  

Seattle City Hall, Bertha Knight Landes Room  

600 4th Avenue 

 
Please mark your calendars now for this important event. The City of Seattle will host an information and 

feedback session for the public about the levy. HDC members should attend. This is also a great opportunity 

to educate neighborhood leaders you work with, board members, supporters and anyone else who should 

know about the levy. 

 
For more information, contact Anna Markee at HDC. 

Stop Paying for Your Own Money

Open a bank account and cash your checks for free!

Bank on Seattle-King County wants everybody to keep more of what you earn and start on the road to financial 

success. The first step in doing this is opening up a check account with one of the 22 banks and credit unions 

participating in Bank on Seattle-King County. You will get access to low-cost banking services including 

checking, savings, credit and financial education. 

 
Through Bank on Seattle-King County, banks and credit unions offer:  

 

Low or no opening deposit requirement  

No minimum monthly balance  

No or low monthly fee  

Clear explanation of fees and procedures  

Waiver of one set of NSF/OD fees annually  

Additional features or services to help customers avoid NSF/OD fees Saving accounts  

Free ATM or debit card  

Direct deposit  

Online banking  

 Encourage and refer customers to financial education  

Open accounts for many people currently in ChexSystem  

And more! 

 
To find out more or find a participating bank near you call: 211 or 800-621-4636 (the Community Information 

Line), or visit the website, http://www.everyoneiswelcome.org  
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SAVE-THE-DATE: HDC's 1st Annual Luncheon

 
 

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. Deadline for newsletter posting is 25th of the month. All prior 

postings are erased unless the posting organization renews its posting. 

Regional Maintenance Mechanic-Electrician, KCHA •

Construction Coordinator, KCHA •

Building Specialist, Plymouth Housing Group •

Building Manager, Plymouth Housing Group •

Housing Case Manager-Veteran Specialist, Plymouth Housing Group •

Office Manager, Capitol Hill Housing •

Hope VI Construction Manager, KCHA •

Executive Director, Vashon Household •

Resident Manager at the Brewster, Capitol Hill Housing •

Assistant Manager at Gilman Court, Capitol Hill Housing •

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

March 10th, 2009, Seattle City Hall, Downtown Seattle, WA 

Seattle Housing Levy Open House 

•

March 17th, 2009, WA State Convention & Trade Center, Downtown Seattle, WA  

7th Annual Habitat for Humanity Seattle/So. King County Benefit Breakfast 

•

April 12th, 2009, Meydenbauer Center, Bellevue, WA 

15th Annual Washington State Nonprofit Conference 

•

April 22nd-24th, 2009, Sheraton Gunter Hotel, San Antonio, TX 

CHAM 9th Annual Asset Management Professionals’ Conference 

•

May 13th-15th, 2009, Hilton Hotel, Vancouver, WA 

WA State Coalition for the Homeless’ 19th Annual Conference: Keep the Focus 

•

SAVE THE DATE!! May 19th, 2009, The Westin, Downtown Seattle, WA 

HDC’s First Annual Luncheon 

•

 

A publication of the Housing Development Consortium, www.housingconsortium.org  

1402 Third Avenue | Seattle, WA 98101 | 206.682.9541 (phone) 206.623.4669 (fax) hdc@housingconsortium.org  

Carla Okigwe, Executive Director | Dan Watson, Board President 

Submissions to: haley@housingconsortium.org | Deadline for job ads 25th of the month. 
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