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Board Meetings

March 3, 2010 •
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WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 
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In The News

Executive Director Monthly Update

The last six weeks have seen a whirlwind of 
affordable housing activity in our State 
Capitol – and the next 11 days hold the future 
for our state Housing Trust Fund (HTF) for 
2010. The good news: the House included 
$100 million dollars for the HTF in their 
Capital Budget; the not-so-good news is that 
we don’t know what the Senate plans to do in 
their own Capital Budget which is not yet 
released at this writing. 
 
I don’t have to tell any HDC members how important the HTF 
is to our collective vision of a King County in which everyone 
has a safe, decent home they can truly afford. We all know 
that leverage is the name of the game in our sector; each 
public and private funding source expects, and usually 
requires, additional sources of equity and debt to create the 
typical construction pro forma. The State HTF has been the 
pulsating heart of that creation for the past several years; no 
HTF and most projects are on life-support. 
 
In Seattle the HTF is especially critical. As I’ve testified 
several times in Olympia this session, the Seattle Housing 
Levy is not intended to fully-fund any one project and in fact 
isn’t intended to provide more than 40% of any multifamily 
rental development or rehabilitation. Most Levy projects have 
relied on the HTF for a significant portion of the cost of 
construction and, in the case of heavily subsidized target 
populations, the operations and management off-sets. 
 
In the rest of King County – actually the larger part of HDC’s 
area of concern, the HTF is even more significant as the 
sources of leverage are fewer and less robust. Overall, King 
County (including its largest city) receives 40% of HTF 
distributions which translates into millions of dollars and 
hundreds of homes for people in need every year. 
 
So, why have I just told you what you already know all too-
well? Because you can expect a major call-to action in the 
next few days – in coordination with our compatriots at the 
Washington Low Income Housing Alliance – to get the state 
Housing Trust Fund into the final budget; signed, sealed and 
delivered to the Governor for her signature!! 
 
Be prepared to act by calling and emailing your 
representatives for a final HTF push to victory!! 

What has your organization done in 
North King County?

HDC, in collaboration with the North Urban Human Services 
Alliance (NUHSA), ARCH, and the Interfaith Taskforce on 
Homelessness will host a Forum April 21, 2010. 
 
This is an opportunity to convene council members, planning 
and human services commissioners, staff and community 
organizations to strategize how we strengthen activities for 
affordable housing and homelessness prevention in 
Shoreline, Lake Forest Park, Kenmore, Bothell and 
Woodinville. 
 
The Forum will be both education and strategy. 
Education Session: This will be lead by Arthur Sullivan of 
ARCH. 
Strategy Session: Two panels will provide topics for future 
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Kent homeless count yields telling 

results 

•

HUD promotes Obama’s pitch for 

sustainable communities 

•

McGinn to Meet with Advocates 

about Future of Housing Office 

•

Median price of homes rises in 

Seattle, keeps dropping in suburbs 

•

$7.7M grant to aid programs for 

homeless youth 

•

Federal partnership promises a 

smarter, cleaner way to create jobs 

•

 

collaborative actions. 

Preservation of affordable housing (expiring HUD and 
LIHTC, acquisition opportunities, partnerships with 
land owner congregations) 

•

Emergency Responses for homelessness and 
homeless prevention. 

•

HDC Member Action: 
 
1. Please let me know your organization’s history working in 
these communities (successes and challenges). 
 
2. Please join us! You can RSVP to 
karen@housingconsortium.org 
 
 

NORTH KING COUNTY AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING STAKEHOLDER FORUM 

 
April 21, 2010 
6:00 - 8:30 pm

 

Shoreline City Hall
17500 Midvale Avenue N

Shoreline, WA 98133-4905 

Mayor McGinn Meets with Housing 
Stakeholders

New administration seeking opportunities for 
the “future of housing”

In the evening on February 18th, about thirty-
five housing stakeholders gathered at City 
Hall for a discussion with Mayor McGinn. 
We were summoned to share our thoughts 
on the topic of “the future of housing”. The 
meeting, organized by the McGinn 
administration, was prompted by a letter 
from City Councilmembers Licata and Clark 
urging him to “create a search committee 

for the Office of Housing Director”. 
 
McGinn has not communicated what type of search and 
appointment process he will undertake. At the February 18th 
meeting, he reiterated that he would like to approach the 
position from a “10,000 foot level” and that he is interested in 
examining the best way to organize departments to 
accomplish their goals in light of the significant budget 
deficit. The recently passed 2009 Housing Levy fully covers 
the cost of administering it so the Office of Housing is not 
dependent upon constrained general funds. 
 
The meeting participants consisted of many HDC members, 
the Carpenter’s Union, the Master Builders, the Urban 
League, the Greater Seattle Chamber of Commerce, Puget 
Sound Sage, several for-profit developers, Great City, 
Cascade Land Conservancy, Sightline Institute and others. 
The open-ended discussion ranged from ongoing permitting 
headaches, to lack of wage enforcement, to social equity in 
rezones, to leveraging upcoming federal investments. 
 
While no proposal has been made, McGinn has not ruled out 
the possibility of reorganizing the Office of Housing into 
another department. HDC will continue to communicate with 
the McGinn administration and City Council about the need 
for an independent and high-performing OH and our desire 
to work together to find the most qualified candidate for 
Director. HDC members should use any opportunity to 
communicate this as well. 

Marshall Foster named New Seattle 
Planning Director
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The City of Seattle announced the 
appointment of Marshall Foster as the new 
Planning Director following the departure of 
Ray Gastil. Prior to this position, he worked 
under Mayor Nickels in the Office of Policy 
and Management. He led the city’s South 
Lake Union Urban Design Framework 
committee of which HDC staffer, Anna 
Markee and HDC member Christina Bollo 
of SMR Architects were participants. Having worked in San 
Francisco, Foster is familiar with Inclusionary Housing. 
 
According to a press release, “As part of this role, Foster will 
be charged with strengthening coordination across a range 
of city departments with the goal of developing a bold, action
-oriented approach to planning that improves Seattle’s 
quality of life, economic vitality and environmental 
sustainability.” Read More. 

Partners for Smart Growth

The 9th Annual New Partners for Smart Growth conference, 
held in Seattle, highlighted the integrated approach that the 
US Department of Housing and Urban Development, US 
Department of Transportation, and Environmental Protection 
Agency are taking in the Interagency Partnership for 
Sustainable Communities. The partnership works to ensure 
that national housing and transportation goals are met, while 
promoting equitable development, environmental protection 
and addressing the challenges of climate change. 
 
HDC staff Jessica Nguyen and Karen Williams attended the 
conference and Anna Markee presented as part of a panel 
on “Equity and Environmental Protection in Transit-Oriented 
Communities: Local Approaches” along with Futurewise, the 
City of Bellevue, the City of Tacoma and GGLO. The 
presentation highlighted the growing burden of housing costs 
for Puget Sound families and the need for inclusive transit-
oriented development. 
 
The federal agencies announced new offices: the Office of 
Sustainable Housing and Communities (HUD), Office of 
Livable Communities (DOT) and Office of Sustainable 
Communities (EPA) that will provide funding and resources 
for communities to implement smart growth initiatives. 
 
    “Tearing down the ‘silos’ between our government agencies will also 
    make it easier to partner with cities and states and provide them 
    with federal resources. We recognize the best ideas for nurturing 
    sustainable economic growth often come from local innovations. But 
    the federal government has an opportunity – and a responsibility – to 

    help.” Read more. 
 
The Smart Growth conference brought together a wide range 
of professionals including city and county staff, elected 
officials, public health professionals, transportation and 
traffic engineers, advocates for social equity and affordable 
housing, developers, builders, bankers, school 
superintendents, bicycle and pedestrian advocates, 
environmentalists, and urban designers. Below are just a few 
of the innovative ideas, collaborative approaches and 
resources shared at the conference: 

Green and affordable housing is possible, as 
demonstrated by Seattle’s High Point Neighborhood 
and Denver’s Highlands Garden Village. 

•

The health, economic, and environmental benefits of 
walking make walkable communities a key component 
of smart growth. Walkscore, an online tool for 
measuring walkability, can be used to measure real 
estate value and retail attractiveness, and help inform 
plans to improve the walkability of neighborhoods. 

•

Complete streets with safe and equitable 
transportation options for pedestrians, bicyclists, 
transit riders, and drivers of all ages and abilities to get 
to jobs, schools, stores and neighborhood amenities. 
Portland’s New Columbia Neighborhood, winner of the 

•
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2007 National Award for Smart Growth Achievement, 
has taken this to the next level by using vegetation, 
swales and other water management techniques to 
reduce the need for underground piping and the 
amount of stormwater runoff in this mixed income 
development. 
This Is Smart Growth – a publication by the Smart 
Growth Network of case studies ranging from rural to 
urban communities. 

•

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. Deadline for newsletter 

posting is 25th of the month. All prior postings are erased unless the posting 

organization renews its posting. 

Community & Economic Development Director, Hacienda CDC •

Program Director, Catholic Housing Services •

Senior Housing and Community Developer, Community Frameworks •

Community Support Supervisor/Service Coordinator, Low Income 

Housing Institute 

•

Executive Director, Oregon Opportunity Network •

Director of Housing Management & Area Manager, Low Income 

Housing Institute 

•

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

March 3rd, 2010, Seattle, WA, 12:00-1:30 p.m. 

Quarterly Brownbag with Seattle Office of Housing Acting Director 

•

March 4th, 2010, Seattle, WA, 7:30-9:00 a.m. 

Habitat for Humanity 8th Annual Benefit Breakfast 

•

April 21st, 2010, Shoreline, WA, 6:00-8:30 p.m. 

North County Affordable Housing Stakeholder Forum 

•

May 5th, 2010, Seattle, WA, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

2nd Annual HDC Luncheon 

•
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