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May 4, 2011 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

June 1, 2011 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

 

May 13, 2011 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

June 10, 2011 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

 

 

For more information, contact 

Jessica Nguyen at 206.682.9541 or 

jessica@housingconsortium.org

 

Typical renter can't afford one-

bedroom apartment in Seattle 

•

King County Housing Authority 

to Reopen Section 8 Rental 

Assistance Waiting List for Two 

Weeks, Starting May 25 

•

King County housing providers 

set no smoking policies for 

properties 

•

 

MAY 2011

 

Executive Director Monthly Update
 

Last week we held HDC’s Third Annual 

Luncheon. As always it was an inspiring event 

from the standpoint of the attendees alone: 400 

of the most skilled and experienced housers in 

the state and their supporters including three 

Leadership Development Program cohorts, a 

slew of local elected officials and 

representatives from HUD, for both of our state’s 

U.S. Senators and a Congressman with almost 

50 repeat or new sponsors. The event was a 

success from that perspective alone and also 

raised about $100,000 for continued HDC operations in advocacy 

and member services. My sincere and profuse thanks to all who 

joined us that afternoon and to all who contributed as individuals 

and as sponsors!

 

Our Luncheon keynote speaker Shelley Poticha, the HUD Director 

for Sustainable Communities initiatives, spoke highly of our region 

and its work in linking affordable housing, lower-cost transportation 

options and environmental stewardship into a single development 

concept that creates healthy, livable places to live, work and play. 

HDC members were moving in that direction even before this 

initiative was launched and are now embracing these concepts in 

their newest projects.

 

Earlier that same week there was another conversation about 

sustainability, this time focused at the non-profit organizational 

level. HDC member Enterprise Community Partners convened the 

meeting to share a study they have produced looking at aspects of 

governance and fiscal oversight that are essential for due diligence 

and listing operational methods in property and asset management 

that can either harm or bolster the projects within an owner’s 

portfolio.

 

These two aspects of sustainability intersect in the current 

operating environment; HDC’s organizations and businesses want 

to do work that incorporates the synergistic sustainability principles 

of the federal initiative and yet they simultaneously face dramatic 

reductions in the public funds required to do that same work. By way 

of example, there were over 40 affordable housing projects for King 

County alone submitted in the Department of Commerce’s recent 

Stage One process with a total of $66 million in State Housing Trust 

Fund requests; most of those projects are unlikely see HTF money 

anytime soon. The 2011 King County HTF allocation won’t exceed 

$24 million in the best-case scenario which is far from guaranteed 

at this writing.

 

So the question becomes: how do we sustain the very operations 

that make it possible to create sustainable communities? No easy 

answers here I’m afraid, but the HDC Board of Directors has taken 

on the issue of finding or even creating new funding sources as part 

of our strategic planning process. We’ll be building the case for new 

revenue streams with foundations, corporations and others with the 

capacity to make a difference in the communities we all live and 

work in. This will ideally open up opportunities for those 

organizations and businesses that are proactive in examining and 

managing their internal practices and who are planning for their 

own sustained future.

 

Stay tuned, there will be more conversations on both kinds of 

sustainability this year and you’ll see a draft of HDC’s new strategic 

plan this summer with the opportunity to offer additional ideas or 

concerns.

Council Passes South Downtown Re-Zone
 

On April 25, the Seattle City Council unanimously approved C.B.  
117140, which provides sweeping zoning changes for south 

downtown. The zoning changes were designed to balance 

preservation of several of the city's most distinctive ethnic and 

historic neighborhoods while adding taller residential buildings 

meant to attract more in-city residents.

 

Buildings up to 24 stories could go up in Japantown, north of 

Jackson Street, where previously 15 stories were allowed. Heights 

up to 15 stories were approved south of King Street in the 

Chinatown International District and on Dearborn, where eight 
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Seattle, King County receive 

nearly $1 million 

•

Unique funding partnership 

creates 100 new homes for 

homeless 

•

stories had been the maximum. The council kept the current, lower 

building heights along the main corridors of Chinatown and Little 

Saigon, while also rolling back some proposed height increases in 

Pioneer Square.

 

Under the new plan, developers could qualify for the maximum 

heights only if they also provide community benefits such as 

affordable housing, open space, or street improvements.

 

Councilmember Clark, chair of the Committee on the Built 

Environment, led the Council's review and refinement of the new 

zoning heights, street standards, and community benefits. "These 

are neighborhoods people from all around the region visit regularly 

because they love the look, feel, smells, tastes and sounds. 

However, we need more people to live here and call it home in for 

these neighborhoods to be truly successful. The trick is to entice 

new development without pushing out what makes these 

neighborhoods great," Clark said.

Recap of King County Mayors Panel on 
Affordable Housing 

 

Last month Kent Mayor Suzette Cook, Issaquah Mayor Ava 

Frinsinger, Kirkland Mayor Joan McBride, and Seattle Mayor Mike 

McGinn, joined us at HDC’s April Member Meeting to share the 

current affordable housing strategies, opportunities and challenges 

in their cities.  The Mayors provided a snapshot of the 
demographics, range of income levels, employment opportunities 

and existing housing stock, and highlighted some of the creative 

approaches they have taken to meet the affordable housing needs 

along with human services and healthy living options in their 

communities. 
 

The audience kept the discussion lively, probing questions about 

the use of publicly owned property around transit hubs, transfer of 

development rights and other land use strategies, changing parking 

and ground floor retail requirements, collaboration across 

municipal boundaries, and support for renewing the King County 

Veterans and Human Services Levy (they all said yes!).  We look 
forward to future opportunities for collaboration and partnerships. 

HDC May Member Meeting: Public Funders 
Panel 
 

Join us on May 13th for our annual Public Funders Panel.  Hear the 
latest on federal, state and local resources and information on 

current and pending NOFAs.  Panelists include:
 

        -  Debbie Thiele, Seattle Office of Housing

        -  Cheryl Markham, King County

        -  Arthur Sullivan, A Regional Coalition for Housing

        -  Steve Walker, WA State Housing Finance Commission

        -  Lisa Wolters, Seattle Housing Authority

        -  Dan McConnon, Department of Commerce

 

Friday, May 13

12:00-1:30 pm 

WSHFC, 28th Floor 

1000 Second Avenue

 

Member Highlight: Low Income Housing 
Institute 

Member since 1989 

 

This year the Low Income Housing 

Institute is celebrating 20 years of 

providing housing and services to our 

neighbors in need.

 

Incorporated in 1991, LIHI was 

created to develop innovative 

solutions to the housing crisis.  Our 
first project was the Aloha Inn, where LIHI partnered with SHARE 

and AHA to convert a motel into 56 units of self-managed 

transitional housing for homeless individuals who had been living 

in a Metro bus barn near Seattle Center.  Over the years, LIHI has 
grown to become one of largest non-profits in the state with a 

portfolio of 1,845 affordable units. LIHI also provides technical 

assistance to help other nonprofits develop low-income housing.

 

LIHI is one of the region’s largest providers of housing for 

homeless people--with 1,332 units occupied by formerly homeless 

families and individuals. 85% of our housing serves people with 

annual incomes of $20,000 and below.  LIHI staff believe in helping 
residents develop self-sufficiency skills and offer a range of 
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supportive services.  
 

LIHI has developed over 400 units of green affordable housing and 

helped launch the national movement with Denny Park Apartments 

under Enterprise Green Communities. LIHI incorporated a green 

roof at The Bart Harvey in South Lake Union. This includes a 

walking path and P-Patch for seniors to enjoy.  New apartment 
buildings, including McDermott Place for homeless veterans and 

others, are successfully operated as “no-smoking” buildings. 

Gossett Place, 62-units in the University District, named in honor of 

King County Chair and human rights activist Larry Gossett, will be 

opening this summer.  Groundbreaking will take place soon for 
Jackson Street Housing, 61 units for homeless and low-income 

seniors, in the Central Area. 
 

Last year, LIHI proudly celebrated the 10th year of the Urban Rest 

Stop, a hygiene center that provides a safe and dignified place 

where homeless individuals and families can use restrooms, 

showers, and laundry facilities.  The Rest Stop serves 
approximately 500 people each day and over 30,000 (unduplicated) 

individuals since it opened its doors. 
 

LIHI believes in fighting for social change and progressive policies 

to end homelessness.  LIHI publishes and distributes Housing 

Washington, a statewide newsletter focusing on current housing 

policies and activities.

 

The LIHI Honorary Event Committee and Board invite you to 
celebrate LIHI’s 20th Anniversary at their Gala & Auction on October 

28th, 2011 at the Hyatt Olive 8.  For more information on the event 
and LIHI, contact: info@LIHI.org or visit: www.LIHI.org. 

Upcoming Affinity Group Meetings 

 

Affordable Homeownership – May 12, 1:00-2:00 pm, Vance 

Building

 

Affordable Senior Housing – May 10, 12:00-1:30 pm, Vance 

Building

 

Asset & Property Management – May 25, 2:00-3:30 pm, Impact 

Capital

 

Efficient and Quality Development – May 12, 10:00-11:30 am, 

WSHFC

 

Preservation & Rehabilitation – May 10, 9:00-10:30 am, Vance 

Building

 

Successful Design – June 1, 12:00-1:30 pm, Monica’s Village 

Place

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations 

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. 

Deadline for newsletter posting is 25th of the month. All prior 

postings are erased unless the posting organization renews its 

posting. 

Program Director - Dorothy Day House, Catholic Housing 

Services

•

Site Manager - Project-Based HUD, Capitol Hill Housing•

Program Manager - Community Development, Capitol Hill 

Housing

•

Senior Systems Analyst, Tacoma Housing Authority•

Data Entry Assistant, Plymouth Housing Group•

 

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

May 10, Seattle, WA 

Frye Hotel's 100th Anniversary

•

May 12, Seattle, WA 

Yesler Terrace Development Brownbag

•

May 19, Seattle, WA 

2nd Annual Bringing Washington Home Award Reception

•

May 23, Seattle, WA 

Seattle City Light Strategic Plan Community Forum 

 

•
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