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Executive Director Monthly Update

 

It’s not every day that over 126,000 of your friends and 

neighbors join you in accomplishing you grandest 

dream!! That’s exactly what happened in the November 

general election with the overwhelming and 

unprecedented Seattle Housing Levy renewal victory – 

achieving HDC’s top goal for 2009 with a more-than-

comfortable margin. This was truly a community victory 

and I want to thank each and every one of you for 

everything you did to get us to that incredible result. 

 
I also want to recognize HDC’s lead staff person on the 

Yes for Homes campaign, our stellar Seattle Outreach Director Anna Markee. 

Anna has devoted the last year-plus to Levy renewal education and action 

and the results speak for themselves. I’m sure you each join me in thanking 

Anna for her valiant non-stop effort and her leadership. 

 
So, now that we’ve proven just how effective the HDC affordable housing 

community is at public policy advocacy, what’s next? Are we going to wait for 

another six years until the next Levy campaign begins or are we going to take 

what we’ve learned and what we’ve earned and move on to the next critical 

issue? 

 
You probably know where this is going: the people we serve, those who 

desperately need affordable homes are counting on us. To reach our shared 

vision of everyone in King County living in a home they can truly afford we 

must keep the HDC advocacy machine rolling, secure more public funding 

and move worthy projects out of that bulging pipeline and into production. 

 
The success of your advocacy for the Seattle Housing Levy must be built 

upon in early 2010 by turning our attention to another critical target; restoring 

the State Housing Trust Fund to $200 million for this biennium. That means 

we need to activate our staffs, constituents, residents and boards to motivate 

our representatives in Olympia and keep the pressure on until victory. 

 
Our close friends and compatriots at the Washington Low Income Housing 

Alliance will be leading the charge on this issue as our sector’s statewide 

advocacy group, but the balance of power in this state lies in its largest 

county and metropolitan area and that’s HDC country. Our collective role for 

this 60-day session is to engage early and often under WLIHA direction, to 

show up en masse for Housing and Homeless Advocacy Day on February 

12th and to keep the pressure on our elected representatives district-by-

district throughout the 60-day session. 

 
Take some time to rest up from your Levy activity, allow yourselves to enjoy 

the season and spend quality time with friends and family in the festivities of 

the coming weeks and be ready to flex those mighty HDC advocacy muscles 

again in January!! 

HDC Leadership Development Program

Applications due November 20th

The Leadership Development Program is intended to serve as an 

introduction to the many and varied roles of leaders in mission and values 

driven organizations. This program is designed for staff of HDC member 

organizations who demonstrate commitment to the field, leadership 

potential, and who will benefit from gaining further insight into what it means 

to be a leader. 

 
Thanks to helpful feedback from the 2008 participants and a very committed 

advisory committee, we’ve made a few changes to the curriculum and 

schedule to make the program as beneficial and engaging as possible. The 

program begins in January with an all day retreat which will include a panel 

discussion on the historical leadership of affordable housing and serve as a 

launching off point for self assessment and getting to know one another. In 

addition, participants will assist in the facilitation of the learning sessions, 

so that they have the opportunity to shape the program. 

 
Click here for a full program description and schedule. 

 
Applications can be emailed to hdc@housingconsortium.org or faxed to 
(206) 623-4669. 

Update from King County
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1000 Second Avenue, Seattle 

 

 

Monthly Meetings

November 13, 2009 •
12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle 

December 11, 2009 

12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle 

•

For more information, contact 

Jessica Nguyen at 206.682.9541 or 

jessica@housingconsortium.org 

In The News

Forecast for 2010 housing market: 

slow decline 

•

Voters renew commitment to housing 

most vulnerable neighbors 

•

Experts: Extended tax credit to boost 

local housing recovery 

•

County executive-elect Constantine 

names transition committee chairs 

•

The Seattle housing levy is a good 

investment 

•

Obama Administration Officials 

Proclaim Seattle Development As 

Great Model For The Country 

•

 

HDC has testified several times and contacted council members during the 

King County budget process to support the Executive’s budget on affordable 

housing. HDC’s message is to reinforce the importance of housing stability 

for those receiving services for mental illness and drug dependency in order 

to have successful outcomes for individuals. HDC highlighted that the 

County is far from meeting its existing goals for homelessness and 

affordable housing and urged council to adopt the Executive’s budget for 

capital and operating funds. 

Update from Suburban Cities

 

As the election flurry settles, I will be reaching out to HDC members to 

strategize how best to engage new city council members in the Suburban 

Cities. We need to educate council members about the shortage of 

affordable housing in their community and ways they can partner with HDC 

members to fill those housing gaps. We can present HDC as a resource for 

council members by highlighting the capacities of HDC members and the 

work you do in Suburban Cities. 

 
Eastside 

 
ARCH funding preserved during biennium budget cuts! At this point, 

Eastside cities have maintained their ARCH contributions, despite cuts 

elsewhere. Congrats to ARCH for demonstrating outcomes with good 

administration and technical assistance to planning departments. 

 
St. Andrew’s engages their board in advocacy during the city budget 

hearings. St. Andrew’s staff and board member, Linda Bergam, attended 

Newcastle’s budget hearing to promote the importance of ARCH funding. 

Linda Bergam is an established businesswoman in Newcastle, so her 

endorsement of Newcastle’s ARCH funding expanded the breadth of 

support for public participation in affordable housing development. (See 

related article on board advocacy) 

 
Kirkland and Sammamish propose mandatory affordable housing. Both 

cities have proposals before their Planning Commissions for zoning 

changes that would require affordable housing in certain developments. 

HDC has been monitoring the amendments and testifying to show support 

for the progressive policies. 

 
South County 

 
HDC will be re-convening the South County Housing Development Group. 

Karen will pick up from Jason Johnson to continue plans for a South County 

tour with elected to educate them on the need and provide examples of 

housing solutions. We will be seeking HDC member projects to showcase, 

so contact Karen if you would like to be a part of the tour in early 2010. The 

next SC Housing Development meeting is November 17th at 2pm at Kent 

City Hall. 

 
City of Renton awards $100,000 to the Renton Housing Authority. The City 

of Renton created a Housing Opportunity Fund (HOF) at the end of 2008. It 

allocated the $200,000 to HOF out of its general fund. The award to RHA, for 

its redevelopment of Sunset Terrace, is the first grant. Catholic Community 

Services is partnering with RHA to provide support services for some of the 

housing. HDC sent praise to the Mayor of Renton and city staff for Renton’s 

commitment to affordable housing. We need to continue publically 

acknowledging this kind of contribution to encourage future allocations by 

Renton and pressure other South County cities to consider how they can 

promote affordable housing development! 

 
North County 

 
Does your organization have experience or interest in developing in North 

County Cities? HDC will be launching an effort to bring HDC members, staff 

from the North County Cities, and members of NUSHA together to focus on 

development opportunities in North County. City of Shoreline staff invited 

HDC to meet with the North Urban Human Services Alliance’s (NUSHA) 

Policy Committee to discuss their affordable housing goals. NUSHA has 

connections with congregations interested in affordable housing, a breadth 

of knowledge about particular community needs, and active engagement 

with local elected and they are willing to collaborate with HDC. There are 

several HDC members with experience developing in the North County, so 

we will be seeking your input and participation as HDC expands advocacy 

efforts in the North County. 

Seattle Housing Levy Receives Nearly Two 
Thirds of Votes.

This election, voters chose progressive vision

This election, Seattle voters spoke loud and clear in support of affordable 

housing in addition to general progressive values such as defeating Initiative 

1033 and approving Referendum 71. 

 
Seattle voters overwhelmingly approved Proposition 1, renewing the Seattle 

Housing Levy. Current reports from King County Elections show the Housing 

Levy passing with 65.74% of the votes. That translates to 131969 votes for 
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affordable housing! 

 
The $145 million Housing Levy will preserve existing affordable housing; 

provide affordable housing for people coming out of homelessness, seniors 

and people who are disabled; provide emergency rental assistance; and 

provide loans to first-time homebuyers. 

 
HDC members worked long and hard not just on the campaign trail, but 

throughout the entire process from advising the city on how to construct the 

levy, to maintaining full funding through City Council and finally passage on 

election day. 

 
Our hard work paid off in many small victories along the way: unanimous 

approval from City Council, effective messaging, endorsements from a 

broad coalition and news sources, reasonable explanatory language on the 

ballot, support from every candidate, compelling testimonials from residents, 

coordination with other campaigns, incredible campaign staff, and the most 

outstanding volunteer field effort of any campaign in Seattle history. 

 
Yes For Homes campaign volunteers worked tirelessly, making over 40,000 

phone calls to voters and knocking on over 4,000 doors. 

 
We are grateful to Tera Bianchi, Yes For Homes campaign manager and 

Priscilla Min, Field Coordinator for their super-human efforts to keep us all 

on track. We also thank the generous, compassionate and prudent voters of 

the great city of Seattle. 

Are your Board Members Advocating for 
Housing at Cocktail Parties? 

 

You select board members strategically—by seeking their skills, experience 

or influence. Have you equipped them with affordable housing messages 

that they can use informally or formally to advocate? 

 
There are opportunities to engage your board to advocate at the local, county, 

and state level for your particular projects and more broadly for affordable 

housing policies and funding. Elected officials need to hear from a range of 

constituents, and like client testimonies, board members provide a voice that 

demonstrates broad support for affordable housing (beyond paid staff’s 

messages!). 

 
In 2010, HDC will be rallying to restore the Washington State Housing Trust 

Fund and we will need to demonstrate a broad alliance of support, so HDC 

would be happy to work with you and your board to increase their advocacy 

savvy! 

 
HDC can: 

Attend a board meeting and provided advocacy info tailored to board 

member’s needs. 

•

Provide messaging that is simplified and effective.•
Present legislative agendas and advocacy opportunities. •
Be on-call to help prep your board members for testimonies or 

meetings. 

•

Please contact Karen Williams if you are interested in ramping up your 

board’s advocacy skills. 

Affordable Housing Candidates Forum a 
Success

 

We had an excellent turnout at our candidates 

forum on October 8th, with over 80 HDC 

members and housing advocates and 10 of 

the 12 candidates running for Seattle Mayor, 

King County Executive and Seattle City Council 

in the 2009 election in attendance. During the 

forum, candidates rotated together with their 

opponent to different tables where participants 

had the opportunity to ask directed questions and candidates could address 

specific topics of interest. This roundtable format allowed for free flowing 

discussions where candidates could respond immediately to comments 

made by participants or their opponent. What we had hoped to accomplish 

was to: express our priorities, demonstrate the size and strength of the 

housing community, and strengthen relationships that we can continue to 

build on in the years to come. At the end of the day, the knowledge and 

enthusiasm that HDC members brought forward certainly helped to set the 

stage with our newly elected officials. 

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. Deadline for newsletter 

posting is 25th of the month. All prior postings are erased unless the posting 

organization renews its posting. 

Housing Program Coordinator, LIHI •
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Construction Coordinator, King County Housing Authority •

Housing Developer, Archdiocesan Housing Authority •

Resident Services Specialist, King County Housing Authority •

Development Manager – HOPE VI, King County Housing Authority •

Executive Director, Kitsap County Consolidated Housing Authority •

Special Projects Manager, LIHI •

Part-time Latina Advocate, Domestic Abuse Women’s Network •

Domestic Violence CSO Advocate, Domestic Abuse Women’s Network •

Chief Program Officer, Friends of Youth •

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

November 17th, 2009, Spitfire, Seattle, WA 

Housing Levy Celebration Happy Hour 

•

November 23rd, 2009, YWCA Opportunity Place, Seattle, WA 

WLIHA Annual Meeting 

•

November 30th, 2009, Miller Community Center, Seattle, WA 

Community Meeting on Seattle Housing Levy Administration and 

Finance Plan 

•

February 12th, 2010, Olympia, WA 

Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day 

•

May 5th, 2010, Westin Hotel, Seattle, WA 

2nd Annual HDC Luncheon 

•
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