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November 3, 2010 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 
1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

December 1, 2010 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 
1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

 

October 15, 2010 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 1000 
Second Avenue, Seattle

November 12, 2010 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 1000 
Second Avenue, Seattle

 

 

For more information, contact 

Jessica Nguyen at 206.682.9541 or 

jessica@housingconsortium.org
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Executive Director Monthly Update
 
Someone once said the only constant in life is 

change; I’m starting to wonder if they were 

talking about HDC when they made that pithy 

statement.

 

This month the HDC staff team has to say good-

bye to a key player. Transitions are never easy 

and this current one is especially difficult: Anna 

Markee has been a critical part of HDC’s 

success for over three years and will be missed 

greatly. She’ll always be remembered for her leadership in the 

Seattle Housing Levy victory but that is only one of her many 

accomplishments in her time at HDC.

 

Even as we process the impacts of this change and provide gap-

filling coverage, we will be seizing this opportunity to look forward; 

the HDC Board is about to hold its annual retreat and, among other 

items, we will be discussing how best to use our limited staffing 

resources to effectively and equitably serve the affordable housing 

needs of all regions of the most populous county in the state.

 

Before we start to fill the vacant Outreach Director position we’ll 
examine several areas; the early results of HDC’s 2011 advocacy 

agenda process that many of you have been participating in, the 

ongoing policy, resource and regulatory issues HDC is already 

engaged in and the current political and budgetary environment in 

the county and its 39 cities. From that information we’ll develop the 

job description for this opening.

 

With the scope of work in hand, we’ll begin an intensive recruitment 

and hiring process. I fully expect to have more qualified candidates 

than we can hire and that as usual that this will necessitate a tough 

decision. Difficult as that process is for all involved, it’s the best way 

to ensure that HDC’s next Outreach Director meets the high 

standards of effectiveness set by past and current staff.

 

I anticipate introducing HDC’s newest team member by year’s end 

and know that you’ll provide the same gracious HDC family 

welcome and support for our newest addition that you gave to me, 

Jessica and Karen. Until then, please join me in wishing Anna all of 

the best and continued success.

 

Don't Stop Believin’ - A Farewell Message 

By Anna Markee 

 

Serving the members of HDC has been an honor, a joy, a formative 

experience, and sometimes a royal pain.  Together through it all, we 
have made great strides toward empowering low-income people to 

lead healthy and fulfilling lives.

We passed Incentive Zoning in Seattle which has generated 

over $15 million for low-income housing and will set-aside a 

portion of new homes for people of modest means.

•

We renewed the Seattle Housing Levy for the 4th time which 

will dedicate nearly 2,000 homes for our vulnerable 

neighbors. 

•

We helped our allies preserve funds for human services that 

prevent homelessness and that our residents need.

•

We are collaborating with the transportation, land use and 

environmental sectors to push for bold new partnerships 

that will make our region both sustainable and equitable.

•

Working together toward our common vision of ending 

homelessness and ensuring that everyone has access to safe, 

decent and affordable housing has been the best part of my job. It 

has been a joy to see members step out of their comfort zone to 

advocate for housing.  Watching you testify at a hearing, knock on 
voters' doors and meet with elected officials for the first time has 

made my job worthwhile.

 

My wish for you all is that keep advocating, keep challenging 

yourself to pick up the phone and call a legislator, take one minute 

to “click here” to send a message, participate in Affinity Groups and 

develop innovative policy solutions, communicate your ideas to 

HDC staff and keep your eyes on our goal.
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Supply

Officials tour Highline 

affordable housing sites

•

Lots of Ways to Keep 

Affordable Housing Around 

Transit

•

King Co. health board pushes 

smoking ban in apartments

•

Urban Rest Stop's 10-year track 

record: 29,000 served

•

 

It may surprise you, but even I get nervous about speaking to a 

group or asking a councilmember to take a difficult vote.  So, I 
pasted this quote by poet and activist Audre Lorde on my monitor: 

 

“When I dare to be powerful - to use my strength in the service of 

my vision, then it becomes less and less important whether I am 

afraid.” 
 

Farewell and best wishes. 

 

New Advocacy Agenda Setting Process 

Member participation is key 

 

Thank you to those of you who have participated in our new 

Advocacy Agenda Process.  An Advocacy Agenda is essentially a list 
of the key issues HDC will work on in a given year.  This year, we 
are trying out a new process that involves educating members, 

seeking their input, the board proposing a cohesive agenda, and 

the members adopting it.

 

During the first stage, held on September 17th during our regular 

Monthly Member Meeting, two panels of members educated the rest 

about major policy issues coming our way in 2011.  During the 
month of September, members submitted policy proposals via an 

online survey.  On September 30th at Mercer View Community 
Center on Mercer Island, members discussed the 17 proposals to 

determine which were most strategic for 2011 and cast their votes 

(red dots) for the issues they believe are most important.

 

Next, the HDC Board of Directors will use the feedback from the 

members to develop a proposed final agenda which they will 

present to the members for adoption at the November Monthly 

Member Meeting (November 12th). 

 

Schedule Your ARCH Testimonial Today!
 
Nearly one third of HDC members have been involved in projects 

using capital from the ARCH Housing Trust Fund.  In addition to the 
10 housing developers who have used ARCH Trust Funds over the 

years, there are architecture firms, contractors, property managers, 

lenders, professional services and even Eastside residents among 

HDC members whose vocal support of ARCH can make a 

difference.

 
Why Advocate Now:

ARCH member cities are in budget planning for 2011-12, 

and will be determining how much general fund dollars to 

allocate to the Trust Fund. 

•

Advocacy matters because allocations are at the discretion 

of each city council since there is not a dedicated source 

(60% of cities’ contributions are from their general fund).

•

Cities are facing budget deficits that put the Housing Trust 

Fund allocations at risk – they need reminders of the short 

and long-term benefits of preserving their contributions to 

ARCH.

•

This is a capital source of funding for affordable housing 

we can’t lose! 
•

Our Message: 

Thanks and Preservation of existing contributions to 

ARCH.   Thank the cities for their contributions which to date 
have created 2,500 units of affordable housing in East King 

County.  Needs are still there, so we can’t stop momentum.

•

Talk about return on their ARCH investment: •

economic boost and jobs created through 

development;

◦

success stories of people served in the housing 

developed;

◦

county, state, federal, private resources leveraged 

with ARCH funds (for every $1,000 of ARCH, 

projects attract $9,000 external financing). 

◦

Mark your own calendar now!  Below is a calendar with Council 

Hearings.  Pick two cities to testify at and make the effort to invite 
someone to come with you.  Board members of nonprofits and 
residents are great messengers.  Contact Karen if you want more 
info. Karen@housingconsortium.org

 

 

October

12th - Woodinvile 7pm

18th – Mercer Island 7pm

19th – Redmond 7:30

           Newcastle 7pm
           Bothell 7pm
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November

1st – Issaquah 7:30pm

         Hunts Point 7pm
         Mercer Island 7pm (also a hearing for their Multifamily Tax  
         Exemption with affordability) 
2nd – Kirkland 7:30

         Sammamish 7pm
8th – Medina  6:30pm
9th – Beaux Arts 7pm

          Clyde Hill 7pm
          Yarrow Point 7pm
 

 Another Successful Affordable Housing 
Opportunities Tour in South King County
 
On September 21st, HDC had another charter bus full of elected 

officials and senior city staff touring affordable housing in South 

King County.  State Representatives Tina Orwall and Sharon 
Nelson as well as King County Councilmember Julia Patterson 

also joined the tour, which included 8 properties in Tukwila, 

SeaTac, and Burien.

 

As was noted in The Highline Times coverage of the tour, several of 

the properties were formerly dilapidated, high crime buildings and 

now are well maintained, provide a safe, quality place for residents, 

and many have on-site services.   The tours intend to expose 
electeds and city staff to what quality affordable housing looks like, 

feature the community benefits beyond housing units, and to 

highlight the various ways cities contribute to the successes 

through tours. 
 

Affordable housing advocates and developers in South King County 

often hear these responses to affordable housing proposals: 

Cities in South King County feel they have more than their 

fare share of affordable housing (market rate) and the 

affordable housing stock is in poor condition, presenting a 

number of challenges. So “more of that” is not appealing. 

1.

Many cities are focused on economic development goals, 

and with limited staff and capital resources, they feel 

involvement in affordable housing would interfere with the 

city’s economic development goals.

2.

In response to need, there resides a sentiment that South 

King County’s increasing minority, immigrant, and low-

income population is because other regions are not 

providing affordability as housing costs increase.  Cities 
already feel that these populations have service needs they 

cannot fulfill.

3.

Through these tours, we hope to show how nonprofits are working 

with cities to strengthen communities by investing in existing 

properties and creating new, quality housing and support services 

for lower income residents.  Additionally, presenters explain how 
local support allows organizations to bring outside resources to the 

city.  All of the examples show how affordable housing contributes 
to, as if often a catalyst for, improving the social and economic 

viability of communities. 
 

These tours are the result of a South King County housing 

developers workgroup that HDC has been facilitating.   This is the 
third of four tours, all of which have been very well attended.  The 
next tour will focus on Federal Way and surrounding areas; so 

please contact Karen if you have a good example to showcase. 

 

Changemaker: Marty J. Kooistra – Building a 
Better Global Future
  
HDC Board Member and Habitat 

for Humanity’s CEO, Marty 

Kooistra was designated as 

“Changemaker” by Global 

Washington. The article highlights 

Marty’s vision and pursuit of 

transforming the systems that limit 

access to secure housing and 

livelihood.  Global Washington is a catalyst for strengthening the 
global development sector and its member organizations by 

leveraging resources, increasing visibility, sharing best practices, 

convening the sector by country, issue and organization type, and 

advocating around education and global engagement and foreign 

policy.  Read the full award recognition from Global Washington 

here. 

 

Upcoming Affinity Group Meetings 
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Affordable Homeownership – October 28, 1-2:30 pm, Vance 

Building 

 

Asset & Property Management – November, TBD

 

Efficient and Quality Development – October 7, 10:00-11:30 am, 

WSHFC Training Room

 

Fundraising – October 6, 9:30-10:30 am, Vance Building

 

Preservation & Rehabilitation – October 12, 9:00-10:30 am, Vance 

Building

 

Tax Credits – late October, TBD

 

 

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations 

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. 

Deadline for newsletter posting is 25th of the month. All prior 

postings are erased unless the posting organization renews its 

posting. 

Assistant Resident Manager – Oleta, Capitol Hill Housing•

Resident Services Coordinator, King County Housing 

Authority

•

Senior Housing Developer, Low Income Housing Institute•

Senior Project Manager – Finance, Housing Development 

Center

•

Landscaper/Cleaner, King County Housing Authority•

 

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

October 15, 2010, Kirkland, WA 

Francis Village – Groundbreaking 

•

October 18, 2010, Tacoma, WA 

Sprague Bed Bug Fair

•

October 19-20, 2010, Tacoma, WA 

Housing Washington Conference

•

October 22, 2010, Seattle, WA 

LIHI Dinner & Auction

•

November 8, 2010, Des Moines, WA 

Recognizing the SENIOR in Affordable Housing Workshop 

•
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