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October 5, 2011 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

Jim Wiley Community Center 

9800 8th Avenue SW, Seattle

November 2, 2011 

9:00 a.m - 10:30 a.m. 

WSHFC, 28th Floor, Training Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

 

October 14, 2011 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
Bellevue City Hall, 1E-108 

450 110th Avenue NE, Bellevue

November 18, 2011 

Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
WSHFC, 28th Floor, Board Room 

1000 Second Avenue, Seattle

 

 

For more information, contact 

Jessica Nguyen at 206.682.9541 or 

jessica@housingconsortium.org
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Families and Veterans 

•
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Executive Director Monthly Update
 

I spent three days in Spokane at the Housing 

Washington conference in late September; I 

know many of you were there as well. There’s 

nothing quite like being in the company of 600 

other housers to bring focus to the area we’ve 

devoted our careers (and in many cases our 

lives) to; the development and provision of high-

quality affordable housing for people of limited 

income.

 

I flew into Spokane early enough to participate in 

the Spokane Low Income Housing Consortium’s tour of two 

projects; a market developer’s affordable rental cottage homes 

project and a community revitalization effort in the South Hill 

neighborhood facilitated by HDC member Impact Capital.

 

Both projects are examples of bold efforts and unique solutions to 

housing and community needs. The cottage home rentals 

demonstrate how market developers can be part of the affordable 

housing solution. This lot could just as easily been used for a half-

dozen high-end single family homes instead of the 24 rentals 

available at 50 and 80% Area Median Income and the financial 

rewards would have been larger and much more immediate. The 

developer/builder, himself an Eastern European immigrant, was 

able to creatively meet a pressing need in this first-ever application 

of Spokane’s cottage homes zoning provision that had been on the 

books for five years. The homes are cozy 3-bedroom rentals 

arranged in neat rows that invite residents to build positive 

relationships with each other.

 

The South Hill community revitalization effort, part of Impact 

Capital’s Vibrant Communities focus, is a bold initiative to transform 

a long-neglected diverse working-class neighborhood into the type 

of vital and thriving community we all want to live in. This work is 

being done through collaborative and coordinated efforts that 

empower the community to guide its transformation. Transit 

oriented affordable housing plays a key role in this project as does 

the preservation of adjacent single family homes that show 

decades of wear and tear. As part of this endeavor the 

neighborhood has been re-titled the International District in 

recognition of the diversity of it’s residents.

 

Those of us working in the state’s largest county and especially 

within its major metropolitan areas can still learn from our houser 

brothers and sisters throughout Washington; no one locale has all 

of the problems or all of the solutions. While our members work in 

King County is at a larger scale due to the sheer number of people 

seeking affordable housing opportunities, our colleagues east of 

the mountains deserve accolades for their accomplishments.

 

I want to also recognize a stalwart HDC member and affordable 

housing advocate who’ll soon be moving on to new horizons, my 

good friend Heyward Watson the Executive Director at Impact 

Capital. Heyward and I have spent what seems like innumerable 

hours together at multiple member events over the past two-and–a-

half years and I’ve come to rely on him for his insights and 

experience-based perspective. I’ll certainly miss Heyward, no 

matter what’s next for him he’ll always be part of the HDC family.

HDC 2012 Advocacy Agenda 

 

In keeping with our commitment to member-driven activity HDC has 

just completed the first two phases of our advocacy agenda setting 

process for the coming year. Several members submitted white 

papers on potential advocacy activities in 2012 and some of those 

are now part of the agenda. The HDC board and staff also 

contributed resulting in the following recommendation of advocacy 

agenda items.  Members will be asked to adopt these at our 
October 14th Member Meeting at Bellevue City Hall.

 

Click here for a larger view of the recommended 2012 Advocacy 

Agenda.
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Homeless Housing in 

Delridge?  New details of 
upcoming forum 

•

Seattle may ease tent-city rules 

for churches 

•

It's That Time Again: Support ARCH Funding!*  
 

While many eastside cities budget in two year cycles (once per 

biennium), 6 ARCH* member cities will pass a 2012 annual 

budget.  These cities include: Issaquah, Medina, Newcastle, Yarrow 
Point, Beaux Arts Village, and Clyde Hill.  They are currently in the 
middle of their budget planning process and will be deciding how 

much to allocate to the Trust Fund before the end of 2011.  That’s 

why we need your help—Thank these cities for their contributions 

to ARCH funding in the past and ask them to protect ARCH 

funding for the future!

 

In addition to the 10 housing developers who have utilized ARCH 

Trust Funds over the years, architecture firms, contractors, property 

managers, lenders, professional services are among the HDC 

members whose vocal support of ARCH can protect this vital 

source of funding for affordable housing this year.

 

Why Advocate Now:

Cities are facing budget shortfalls that place the Housing 

Trust Fund allocations at risk – they need reminders of the 

short and long-term benefits of preserving their contributions 

to ARCH.

•

Advocacy matters because allocations are at the discretion 

of each City Council since there is not a dedicated funding 

source.

•

This is a capital source of funding for affordable housing 

we must preserve!

•

Our Message: 

Thank You and Please Preserve existing contributions to 

ARCH.   Thank the cities for their contributions which to date 
have created 2,500 units of affordable housing in East King 

County.  Needs are still there, so we can’t stop momentum.

•

Talk about the return on their ARCH investment: •

economic boost and jobs created through 

development;

◦

success stories of people served in the housing 

developed;

◦

county, state, federal, and private resources 

leveraged with ARCH funds (for every $1,000 of 

ARCH funding, projects attract $9,000 in external 

financing).

◦

Board members, staff, and housing residents on the eastside, and 

citizens of these cities are all great messengers.  If you live or work 
on the eastside, please plan to testify at or send a message to AT 

LEAST one City Council, and invite someone you know to do the 

same!  Our website will be updated with more information as public 
hearings are scheduled: www.housingconsortium.org  For more 
information and to schedule your testimony, contact Kelly at 

kelly@housingconsortium.org

 

 

*ARCH (A Regional Coalition for Housing) is a partnership of East 

King County Cities, joining together to preserve and increase the 

supply of housing for low– and moderate-income households in the 

region. Nearly one third of HDC members have been involved in 

projects using capital from the ARCH Housing Trust Fund. 

Member Highlight: GordonDerr 

Member since 2002 

 

GordonDerr LLP is a preeminent 
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Pacific Northwest law firm 

concentrating in real estate, land use, 

environmental, and water law; civil 

litigation; and land use planning.  For over 30 years, GordonDerr 
has represented both the public and private sectors on all matters 

related to land—ownership, development, leasing, conservation, 

utilization, operation, and management.  This experience gives the 
firm an unparalleled perspective and insight into the legal and 

business needs of clients in a broad range of industries. The firm’s 

attorneys and land use planners are recognized leaders in their 

areas of practice, collectively forming one of the most experienced 

real estate and land use practices in the region.  In both 2010 & 
2011, U.S. News & World Report ranked GordonDerr as one of the 

Best Law Firms in the Country.

 

GordonDerr has significant understanding and experience in the 

housing industry, from low-income and non-profit housing 

development to market-rate single-family, multi-family and mixed-

use housing development. As a firm, GordonDerr is exceptionally 

committed to the advancement of affordable housing in the region. 

Numerous members of the firm serve as legal/land use planning 

counsel, and as volunteers, with entities that advance this 

commitment, including Building Changes, Compass Housing 

Alliance, King County Housing Authority, Urban Impact, Housing 

Development Consortium, Washington Housing Equity Alliance, 

Habitat for Humanity, Tacoma Housing Authority, and the YWCA. 

Two former GordonDerr partners left the practice of law to advocate, 

both on the federal and local level, for affordable housing and 

homelessness.

 

In addition to representing many of the region’s 

low-income, non-profit and public housing 

organizations, GordonDerr has included the 

housing industry in the firm’s annual 

Thanksgiving Charitable Match program, which 

has generated more than a half-million dollars for 

charitable organizations throughout the Puget 

Sound.  2011’s program will once again feature 

low-income/affordable housing organizations as 

the recipients of our fundraising efforts.

 

GordonDerr is respected by local jurisdictions, private entities, and 

community groups because of its balanced viewpoint, high-level 

experience, and client-centered approach. The firm is proud of 30 

years of working with clients to achieve results they can be proud of, 

whatever the nature and scope of their situation, treating each client 

with respect and care, whether their names are recognized around 

the world or around the block.

 

For more information, visit www.gordonderr.com or subscribe to our 

blog, www.northwestlandmatters.com

Celebration of Service: The Home Depot 
Foundation Supports Veterans and their 
Families 

 

The Home Depot Foundation awarded a $250,000 grant to the Low 

Income Housing Institute (LIHI) to renovate and refurbish 73 

apartments housing low-income and homeless veterans, including 

replacing appliances and flooring, painting and modifying 

bathrooms. The grant will also build out community space, an office 

space for a vet case manager and space for a food bank. The 

Home Depot Foundation will provide a one-day volunteer blitz 

working with LIHI staff and residents at McDermott Place, an 

apartment building housing homeless veterans in the Lake City 

neighborhood.

 

As part of its “Celebration of Service” initiative to honor U.S. military 

veterans, The Home Depot® Foundation will be announcing over $9 

million in grants to nonprofits dedicated to addressing the critical 

housing needs of U.S. military veterans. Grants announced during 
“Celebration of Service.” September 11- Veterans Day, are part of 

The Home Depot Foundation’s commitment of $30 million over 

three years to veterans’ housing needs. 
 

“The Home Depot Foundation is committed to ensuring that every 

veteran has a safe place to call home, and the services provided by 

the Low Income Housing Institute is essential to fulfilling that goal,” 
said Kelly Caffarelli, President of The Home Depot Foundation. “We 

are impressed by the quality of work that they have done, and we 

hope that our funding and volunteer assistance will allow them to 

serve even more veterans and their families.”   
 

“Homeless veterans should not have to fight a war at home after 

fighting a war abroad,” said Sharon Lee, LIHI Executive Director.  
“LIHI and The Home Depot Foundation share a strong interest in 

making sure that our veterans have the housing and services they 

need to be stable and secure. Their generous donation and 

volunteer help will go a long way towards improving the lives of 

veterans and send a message that we honor their service to our 
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country.”
 

LIHI develops, owns and operates a portfolio of 1,800 units of 

affordable housing units for families, seniors, veterans, young 

adults and people with disabilities, including six apartment 

buildings where 182 veterans live.  The Home Depot Foundation 
grant will fund repairs and improvements of veteran housing units 

in six properties in the Puget Sound region:  Fleetwood Apartments, 
Cate Apartments, McDermott Place, Frye Apartments, Meadowdale 

Apartments and Arion Court.  
 

Since its formation in 2002, The Home Depot Foundation has 

granted more than $270 million to nonprofit organizations improving 

homes and lives in local communities.  To learn more visit 
www.homedepotfoundation.org, follow on Twitter @homedepotfdn, 

and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/homedepotfoundation.

HDC Relocates Office 

 

Effective Monday, October 3, 2011, HDC has officially moved our 

office to Suite 1230 in the Vance Building. Our street address, 

phone, fax, emails and website all remain the same.

 

Planned for a number of months, our relocation comes about due to 

the departure of our co-tenants from the space we shared for four 

years. The Washington State Farmworker Housing Trust (WSFHT) 

moved out at the end of July, and the Washington Low Income 

Housing Alliance (WLIHA) moved their office at the end of August.

 

Harry, Jessica and Kelly packed up their desks on Sep 23rd before 

attending the Housing Washington 2011 conference in Spokane, 

and while they were out of town Dan orchestrated moving furniture, 

files and getting the phones and computer network moved. Emily 

will get to see all the changes when she returns from maternity 

leave in a few weeks.

 

Our new space is configured to include new workstations for staff, a 

larger conference room and a private office for Harry. The 

refurbished suite is better sized to fit the organization’s needs, and 

we’re also using this as an opportunity to upgrade some of our 

equipment and furniture as well as purging obsolete files and 

records. We’d also like to extend a hearty “Thanks!” to Bank of 

America for a generous donation of a conference table and chairs, 

and to Plymouth Housing Group for assistance with moving the 

donated furniture.

 

As HOUSINGnews goes to press, we’re still organizing and getting 

everything put away, but are settled in enough to continue providing 

the same responsive service that our members have come to 

expect. Please feel free to drop by and visit us.

 

Harry, Kelly, Emily, Jessica & Dan

 

Housing Development Consortium of Seattle – King County 

1402 Third Ave, Suite 1230 

Seattle, WA 98101 

206-682-9541 phone 

206-623-4669 fax 

hdc@housingconsortium.org 

www.housingconsortium.org

Upcoming Affinity Group Meetings 

 

Affordable Homeownership – October 20, 1:30-3:00 pm, Vance 

Building

 

Affordable Senior Housing – November 8, 11:30-12:30 pm, Vance 

Building

 

Asset & Property Management – October 26, 2:00-3:30 pm, Impact 

Capital

 

Efficient and Quality Development – October 13, 10:00-11:30 am, 

WSHFC

 

Successful Design – October 19, 12:30-2:00 pm, Arbor Woods 

Apartments

Employment Opportunities for Housing Organizations 

See the HDC employment listing page for more current listings. 

Deadline for newsletter posting is 25th of the month. All prior 

postings are erased unless the posting organization renews its 

posting. 

Resident Manager, SouthEast Effective Development•

Building Coordinator - Live In, Plymouth Housing Group•
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Program Officer, Impact Capital•

Building Specialist - Live Out, Plymouth Housing Group•

Director of Property Management, Plymouth Housing 

Group

•

 

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

October 12, Seattle, WA 

Seattle Human Services Coalition Candidates Forum

•

October 18, Seattle, WA 

Senior Cohousing Workshop

•

October 18, Seattle, WA 

Senior Housing Community-Building Workshop

•

October 24-27, Seattle, WA 

National Community Land Trust Conference

•

November 9-10, Seattle, WA 

Housing Seniors in Rural America: Aging in Place in a Shifting 

Landscape

•

Workshops, Seminars, Conferences

October 13, Seattle, WA 

Housing Resources Group "Closer to Home" Breakfast

•

October 19, Seattle, WA 

Washington Homeownership Resource Center Breakfast

•

October 20, Seattle, WA 

DESC Superhero Gala

•

October 20, Seattle, WA 

SHA's Rainier Vista Northeast Celebration

•

October 25, Issaquah, WA 

YWCA Family Village at Issaquah Grand Opening

•

October 28, Seattle, WA 

LIHI's 9th Annual Gala & Auction 

 

•

 

 

A publication of the Housing Development Consortium, www.housingconsortium.org 

1402 Third Ave, Suite 1230 | Seattle, WA 98101 | 206.682.9541 (phone) 206.623.4669 (fax) hdc@housingconsortium.org 

Harry Hoffman, Executive Director | Heather Beaulieu, Board President

Submissions to: jessica@housingconsortium.org | Deadline for job ads 25th of the month.
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