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HDC’s New Sisters 
Tacoma Pierce County  

Affordable Housing Consortium 

Housing Consortium  
of Everett and Snohomish County 

With input from Sandy Burgess and Susan Millan 
 
Two new nonprofit housing consortia have been 
created in our adjacent counties, Snohomish and 
Pierce, based on HDC’s successful model.   Both 
counties had a history of previous housing organiz-
ations that eventually ran out of steam or money.  
This time the groups have organized with some clear 
longer-term goals, grass roots commitment, and 
sustainable modest budgets.  The Pierce group is 
working on a housing levy and the Snohomish group 
is working on a beefed up housing trust fund.  HDC 
provided early advice and example documents to 
help them get started.  We also helped them to 
display at this fall’s Housing Washington conference.  
HDC is excited about the increased advocacy 
potential that these groups will bring, to help 
increase nonprofit housing resources in the Puget 
Sound area.  
 
Tacoma Pierce County Affordable Housing 
Consortium:  The Tacoma Pierce County Affordable 
Housing Consortium grew out of nonprofit housing 
organizations’ need for a central point of communi-
cation and contact for housing development in the 
community, as well as for capacity building among 
smaller, newer non-profits to improve their ability to 
develop housing.  In past years, a similar group 
called the Tacoma Pierce County Housing Council 
provided a forum for lenders, government officials 
and non-profits to discuss affordable housing issues, 
as well as to create some training and capacity 
building activities.  The unincorporated association 
sponsored several conferences, held trainings with 
smaller groups, and met monthly for a few years to 
share information.  It disbanded a few years ago, as 
members felt it had accomplished its mission. 
 
Since that time, several new nonprofit development 
organizations have formed, new developers have 
been hired at existing organizations, and the need  

for a formal association arose anew.  In early 2002 
the Consortium began meeting.  Their June retreat 
charted out plans and began work on articles of 
incorporation, bylaws, fee and membership 
structure, and staffing needs.  They are currently 
working on incorporation and finalizing the other 
housekeeping issues.  Currently unstaffed, they are 
hoping to hire a part time/ consultant type staff 
person by the middle of 2003.  
 
The Consortium has not yet established a member 
structure or a dues schedule but they anticipate 
having several member categories similar to HDC’s. 
Their current mailing list includes: 16 non-profits, 6 
associates, 2 housing authorities, and 3 government 
members. 
 
For the coming year the Consortium plans to play a 
key role in a variety of educational efforts around the 
City of Tacoma's proposed Housing Levy, projected 
to be on the ballot in spring 2003. They will also 
focus on capacity building and training activities, 
and membership recruitment.  
 
Housing Consortium of Everett & Snohomish Co. 
The Consortium emerged from the Housing 
Stakeholders group, which was formed in the late 
1990s by the Healthy Communities Initiative.  The 
Stakeholders group developed a countywide 
affordable housing strategic plan, sponsored 
affordable housing forums, advocated for housing 
policies and helped build public support for funding 
for the Snohomish County Housing Trust Fund 
program.  The intent of the Housing Consortium is 
to build on these excellent successes of the past 
several years. 
 
The Housing Consortium adopted a mission very 
similar to HDC’s: to improve the environment for 
efficient and substantial non-profit initiatives that  
promote the long-term availability of affordable 
housing for low-income persons.   Their efforts will 
be focused in three areas: (1) improving operations 
and enhancing the production capacity of non-profit 
developers; (2) raising funds and developing equity 
to support housing initiatives; and (3) education of 
non-profit developers and the public. 
 



 

 

The incorporation of the Consortium just happened 
to coincide with two major circumstances. First, it is 
a critical time in the life of the Snohomish County 
Housing Trust Fund. The Fund will receive proceeds 
from the $10 surcharge on recording fees 
(authorized by HB2060). The County estimates that 
this will yield at least one million dollars per year. 
The Consortium is currently working directly with 
the County staff and administration to help 
formulate the policies for and the potential uses of 
this Fund. This involvement is key toward achieving 
one of its goals: to provide leadership in crafting 
policies and strategies for securing adequate 
resources for affordable housing. 
 
Second, the Economic Development Council of 
Snohomish County is about to publish a 
comprehensive report on the status of housing in 
Snohomish County.  The EDC report is an 
examination of housing conditions throughout the 
County and its incorporated Cities. It will be the 
Consortium’s job to examine the data, develop a 
thorough understanding of the meaning of that data, 
and help propose appropriate actions to address the 
unmet housing needs in the County. 
 
The founding members are committed to foster a 
community consensus on effective solutions to the 
affordable housing concerns in Snohomish County.  
The Consortium will be growing in its first year to 
assemble as many interested parties as possible to 
participate in dialogue, to help educate the broader 
community, and work actively with community 
leaders to develop the policies and the resources 
necessary to achieve innovative locally-conceived 
affordable housing solutions.   Current members  
include nine non-profit members, two government 
members (City of Everett and Snohomish County), 
and two housing authority members (Housing 
Authority of Everett, Housing Authority of 
Snohomish County). The non-profits are represented 
by: Compass Health, Habitat for Humanity--SW 
Snohomish County Partners, Housing Hope, 
Intercommunity Housing, Senior Services of 
Snohomish County, Snohomish County Center for 
Battered Women, Stanwood Senior Center, 
Volunteers of America, and YWCA Pathways for 
Women.  
 
The Consortium is recruiting additional non-profit 
and government members and our first associate 
members.  Associate members could include lenders, 
builders, architects, contractors, developers, 
title/escrow companies or consultants who have a 
common interest in affordable housing issues. 
 
 
 
 
 

CONSORTIACONTACT AND MEETING INFORMATION: 
 
Susan Millan, Executive Director 
Housing Consortium of Everett & Snohomish Co. 
18133 52nd Avenue W, Suite 202 
Lynnwood, WA 98037 
Phone: 425-778-1209 
E-mail: susanmillan@hotmail.com 
Meetings:   January 8 and February 12 at the Everett 
Housing Authority (3107 Colby Avenue in Everett).  
First Annual Meeting is scheduled for March 6, 2003.  
“Our tentative plan for the Annual Meeting is to have a 
lively panel discussion of the Snohomish County Housing 
Trust Fund and its potential uses. We welcome all those 
interested to attend any of these meetings. If they contact 
our office, we can add them to our mailing list to keep 
them up-to-date on events and issues.” 
 
Tacoma Pierce County Affordable Housing 
Consortium  
c/o  Sandy Burgess 
Metropolitan Development Council 
622 Tacoma Avenue South, Suite 6 
Tacoma, WA 98402 
Phone:  253/591- 0113  
E-mail:  sandybur@mdc-tacoma.org. 
Meetings:  the second Wednesday of the month at the 
Tacoma Housing Authority, 902 S. L Street, Tacoma.  
Next meeting is January 8 at 12 noon. 
 
 

HDC Members Recognized as 
 Friends of Housing 

At Housing Washington 2002, the Washington 
Housing Finance Commission honored two of HDC’s 
members with a Friend of Housing award.  
 
Don Brewer, Senior Vice President of Key 
Bank - Don was recognized for being a leader in 
affordable housing lending. He serves on numerous 
boards of directors and was an instrumental leader 
among Seattle banks in supporting the recently 
passed Seattle Housing Levy. 
 
Norman and Stella Chivers, founders of 
Parkview Services – The Chivers were chosen for 
developing the first affordable housing options for 
people with developmental disabilities. They created 
an alternative to institutionalization by providing a 
community-based alternative, starting with one 
house in Seattle’s Capitol Hill in 1967.  Today 
Parkview Services has 30 homes.  
 
HDC congratulates Don Brewer and Norman and 
Stella Chivers and thanks them for their 
commitment to affordable housing. 
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Green Design Resource Library Available 
at Environmental Works 

In January 2002 Environmental Works 
Community Design Center implemented a new 
initiative, “Sustaining Affordable Communities.” The 
initiative is focused on providing informed 
sustainable design assistance to non-profit agencies 
and low-income housing developers. A key 
component of the initiative has been the 
development of a Sustainable Design Resource 
Library. The library contains books, journals, and 
cd-roms; a compilation of green building websites; 
materials samples; and green materials fact sheets. 
The fact sheets have been compiled from 
Environmental Works’ research on environmentally 
friendly building materials appropriate for low-
income housing and community facilities. Current 
fact sheets cover carpeting, concrete, gypsum 
wallboard, fiberglass batt insulation, resilient 
flooring and sustainably harvested wood. Additional 
fact sheets are in the works. The library, located on 
Capitol Hill, is free and open to the public by 
appointment. Please call Rebecca Dixon at (206) 
329-8300 ext. 21 to arrange a visit. 
 

State Legislative Update 

House Democrats have ch0sen chairs for 2003 
Legislative Session committee. Rep. Helen Sommers 
will head Appropriations; Rep. Hans Dunshee will 
oversee Capital Budget; Rep. Shay Schual-Berke will 
chair Financial Institutions & Insurance; Rep. 
Sandra Romero will chair Local Government; Rep. 
Ed Murray will chair Transportation; and Rep. 
Velma Veloria will chair Trade & Economic 
Development.  
 
In the State Senate, the Republicans have announced 
a new standing committee structure and 
chairpersons.  Sen. Shirley Winsley will chair a new 
Financial Services, Insurance and Housing 
Committee (Senators Benton, Roach and Zarelli will 
also serve on this committee); Sen. Don Benton will 
chair Economic Development; Sen. Joyce Muliken 
will chair Land Use and Planning; and Sen. Dino 
Rossi will chair Ways and Means. 
 
The Governor will announce his budget 
Tuesday, December 17. 
 
 

Federal Legislative Update 

Source: National Low Income Housing Coalition Memo to 
Members— 11/25/02. 

The 107th Congress has come to a close. During the 
lame duck session Congress acted on two pieces of 
housing legislation.  The 108th Congress will convene 

on January 7, 2003. The current continuing 
resolution, which allows government agencies to 
continue operating without FY03 appropriations, 
will last until January 11, 2003. 

Appropriations – There are reports that Sen. Ted 
Stevens (R-AK), the incoming chair of Senate 
Appropriations, and Rep. Bill Young (R-FL), 
incoming chair of House Appropriations, have 
reached an agreement to limit themselves to an 
overall appropriations figure of $750 billion for 
FY03.  This means that 11 outstanding 
appropriations are under consideration for rewriting 
– including the Senate VA-HUD-IA appropriations 
bill.  

S. 2239 – The House passed this bill, which is now 
waiting for the President’s signature. Introduced by 
Sen. Paul Sarbanes (S-MD), the FHA Downpayment 
Simplification Act would simplify the process for 
FHA- insured mortgages by changing the method for 
determining eligibility for insurance.    

H.R. 5499 – On November 15, the House 
unanimously passed the HOPE VI Program 
Reauthorization Act of 2002. Rep. Mel Watt (D-NC) 
introduced the bill. The bill reauthorizes the HOPE 
VI program through FY04.  The bill would remove 
the requirement that public housing agencies be 
large in scale to qualify for HOPE VI funding.  The 
bill also seeks to address concerns about the effects 
of HOPE VI on public housing residents by requiring 
consideration of additional criteria in the selection 
process: whether redevelopment could occur 
expeditiously; whether displacement of current 
residents is minimized; whether housing units 
affordable to public housing tenants are maintained 
or created if such units are needed; and whether 
existing residents receive priority in returning to the 
redeveloped property.  The bill did not come to vote 
in the Senate, apparently because Sen. Paul Sarbanes 
(D-MD) and Sen. Phil Gramm (R-TX) had concerns 
about some provisions in the bill. 

 
    

Remember to Change HDC’s Address 

By the time you are reading this newsletter, HDC 
will have moved to our new office space in the 
Colman Building at First and Columbia.  HDC, along 
with our office mates the Washington Low Income 
Housing Network, are looking forward to the change 
of scenery.  Our new address will be effective 
December 15: 

HDC 
811 First Ave, Suite 408 
Seattle, WA 98104-1457 

 



 

 

Workshops, Seminars  & Conferences 

McAuley’s 8th National Women & Housing 
Conference, Oakland, CA, May 1-4, 2003. The 
conference will offer participants a variety of 
dynamic speakers and workshops in areas such as 
developing housing and individual assets, 
strengthening organizations and sustaining 
leadership. Visit www.mcauley.org for updated 
conference information and email 
conference@mcauley.org for registration materials.  

 

   

***EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES*** 
See www.HDC-KingCounty.org  

for up-to-date job announcements! 

AIDS Housing Planner, AIDS Housing 
Washington. Qualified individual needed to 
consult with agencies and communities nationwide 
on planning and operating AIDS housing. Includes: 
community-based needs assessments; meeting 
facilitation; research; developing and writing AIDS 
housing plans; out-of-state travel. Qualifications: 
housing and/or public health planning experience; 
strong writing skills; facilitation expertise; ability to 
synthesize information quickly; aptitude for multi-
tasking; experience working with diverse 
populations; and excellent computer skills. Salary 
DOE + benefits.  Persons of color strongly 
encouraged to apply.  Send cover letter and resume 
to: Human Resources, AIDS Housing of 
Washington, 2014 East Madison St., Ste 200, 
Seattle, WA 98122. Email: jobs@aidshousing.org. 
Fax: 206-322-9298. EOE.  CLOSES DECEMBER 
31 

Associate Housing & Community 
Development Specialist I, Northwest 
Regional Facilitators. This position is a 
knowledgeable individual who provides affordable 
housing development services and technical 
assistance under the direction of the Operations 
Manager or a Housing and Community Development 
Specialist. This position works in a team 
environment on NRF projects and on those of our 
clients in rural and urban communities. The 
Specialist plans, coordinates, and manages 
development and technical assistance contracts. This 
position will be based in Spokane. Salary range: 
$2,000-$3,000/month + benefits. Send cover letter 
and resume to Dawn Larzelier, Northwest Regional 
Facilitators, E. 525 Mission Avenue, Spokane, WA 
99202-1824. OPEN UNTIL FILLED  

 

Compliance Analyst, Federal Home Loan 
Bank of Seattle. This position is responsible for 
contributing to the effective management of the 
Affordable Housing Program (AHP), by assuring 
that marketing, scoring, monitoring and reporting 
procedures are completed correctly and on time.  
The analyst also maintains and builds on Bank 
relationships with both financial institutions as well 
as nonprofit organizations while processing 
disbursement requests for the AHP after feasibility 
analysis and determination of regulatory 
compliance. Qualified candidates will possess a 
Bachelors Degree in Business (or High school degree 
and equivalent experience) and 3-5 years experience 
in a support/analyst role in compliance, lending, or 
finance required; analysis of non-profit real estate 
development experience is preferred.  Experience 
analyzing and or auditing financial statements, 
spreadsheets or funding agreements for compliance 
and accuracy highly desirable as well as previous 
experience in grant administration. Salary range: 
$38,900 – $51,900. Qualified candidates should 
direct resume and cover letter to: Recruiter, Federal 
Home Loan Bank of Seattle,1501 Fourth Avenue 
Suite 1900, Seattle, WA, 98101-1693 or E-Mail:  
recruiter@fhlbsea.com.  OPEN UNTIL FILLED 

Contract Coordinator, PorchLight, Seattle 
Housing Authority. This position will provide 
program support to Applications and Section 8 by 
coordinating the contracting process with housing 
provider agencies and the review of voucher 
utilization; conduct research, staff stakeholder 
review of policy; maintain policy manuals. 
Qualifications: three years experience in low income 
housing or social service administration, 
demonstrated experience managing contract process 
within housing or social services organizations. 
Salary: $42,000-$55,000 + excellent benefits. Visit 
www.sea-pha.org for information on how to apply. 
CLOSES DECEMBER 13 

Housing & Community Development 
Specialist II, Northwest Regional 
Facilitators.  This position is a skilled affordable 
housing development services and technical 
assistance provider. This position works both 
independently and in a team environment on NRF 
projects and on those of our clients in rural and 
urban communities. Under general supervision, the 
Specialist plans, coordinates, and manages 
development and technical assistance contracts. This 
position will be based in Spokane. Salary range: 
$2,700-$4,000/month + benefits. Send cover letter 
and resume to Dawn Larzelier, Northwest Regional 
Facilitators, E. 525 Mission Avenue, Spokane, WA 
99202-1824. OPEN UNTIL FILLED 
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Outreach and Fund Development Director, 
LATCH. This position will develop annual 
fundraising and marketing plans, in partnership 
with ED and board committees; manage fundraising 
programs and activities; build and sustain 
relationships with LATCH member congregations 
and individual donors; provide training and support 
to volunteers; manage donor database; ensure 
quality and consistency of marketing and 
communications. Qualifications include: BA and 3 to 
5 years professional fundraising experience; 
demonstrated ability to manage a wide range of 
fundraising activities and to work closely with 
volunteers. Salary DOE. Starting date: January 
2003. To apply send cover letter, resume and 
references to Executive Director, LATCH, 8757 15th 
Ave NW, Seattle, WA 98117, via fax: 206/ 789-1825 
or via e-mail: sue@latch.org.  

 
Refinance Specialist, Beacon Development 
Group. The ideal candidate for this position will 
have a minimum of 5 years progressively responsible 
experience in developing or financing affordable 
housing; minimum of 3 years experience in finance 
and lending; demonstrated ability in team 
management; direct experience as project lead with 
tax exempt bond and tax credit projects; knowledge 
of public and private funding sources for low-income 
housing in WA State; a BA degree in finance, public 
administration, business or related field.  CPA, CFA 
or MBA preferred.  Competitive salary DOE and full 
benefits, incl. generous vacation, 401(k), profit 
sharing, plus!  See job description: 
www.beacondevgroup.com. To apply send letter and 
resume to Beacon Development Group, 1920 East 
Madison Street, Seattle, WA 98122 or email: 
donnas@beacondevgroup.com. OPEN UNTIL 
FILLED 
 
Regional President, Intercommunity 
Housing/Mercy Housing Northwest.  This 
position provides executive leadership, from Mercy's 
Seattle office. Responsibilities include: providing 
staff support to the boards of the region and 
property corporations, directing project 
development, fundraising, strategic planning, and 
budgeting, leading the regional team. Qualifications 
include: BA in economics, business related field, MA 
preferred; at least five years experience in housing 
development, real estate or affordable housing 
finance; management experience required; 
leadership experience in a non-profit service 
oriented organization preferred; fund development 
experience preferred. Send inquires and letter of 
interest (with resume) to Stan Keasling, Vice-
President, Mercy Housing, 3219 Freeboard Drive, 
Suite 202, West Sacramento, CA 95691, or call: 916/ 
414-4427, or email: skeasling@mercyhousing.org.  
OPEN UNTIL FILLED 

Senior Administrative Assistant, Affordable 
Housing Program, Federal Home Loan Bank 
of Seattle. Qualified candidates will possess a High 
School Degree or equivalent required (Bachelor’s 
Degree preferred) as well as three to five years 
experience in an administrative or project 
management support role including logistical 
support, maintaining calendars, travel arrangements 
and schedules, drafting and editing written 
documents, budgeting, file maintenance and 
coordination of special projects.  Previous 
background with compilation and maintenance of 
statistical data, charts and databases also preferred.  
Expertise in MS Office, including Word, Excel, 
PowerPoint and database management (including 
reporting and analysis) required.  Must possess and 
demonstrate competence in areas of problem 
solving, analytical processes, managing multiple 
projects and deadlines, as well as providing excellent 
customer service independently and in a team 
environment.  Salary range: $33,800 – $45,100 + 
benefits. Qualified candidates should direct resume 
and cover letter to: Recruiter, Federal Home Loan 
Bank of Seattle, 1501 Fourth Avenue Suite 1900, 
Seattle, WA, 98101-1693 or E-Mail:  
recruiter@fhlbsea.com.  OPEN UNTIL FILLED 
 

DEADLINE FOR NEWS ITEMS 
IS THE 12th OF EVERY MONTH. 
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