
Fund More Affordable Homes  
in East King County 

Affordable housing: 
 
 Creates vibrant, diverse and 

inclusive communities for 
people of all incomes 

 
 Increases regional            

competiveness and improves 
employee recruitment and re-
tention 

 
 Helps the environment by al-

lowing people to commute less 
and live closer to their work 

 
 Saves tax payer money by  

reducing demand for ongoing  
government services and assis-
tance 

 
 Brings jobs, wages, and      

revenue to the local economy 
 
 Improves education out-

comes by increasing student 
stability 

The Good News: The ARCH Housing Trust Fund 

East King County is already a pioneer in collaborating to meet affordable housing needs 

through its nationally recognized housing trust fund. A Regional Coalition for Housing 

(ARCH) was formed in 1992 as a partnership of King County and 15 East King 

County cities who teamed up to preserve and create affordable homes for low– and mod-

erate-income households. Since its creation, the ARCH Housing Trust Fund has assisted 

in the development of nearly 3,000 affordable homes leveraging $9 of external 

funding for every $1 of local contribution.  

Across the eastside, the cost of housing is becoming 
increasingly unaffordable for low– and moderate-
wage individuals and families.  

 One in three residents in East King County pay more than 
30% of their income on housing.  

 
 Over 30,000 East King County residents are living just one cri-

sis away from homelessness by paying more than 50% of their 
income on housing.  

 
 An individual would have to make $64,160 per year in order to 

afford the average rent in East King County of $1,604. 
 
 The average cost of a single family home in East King County 

is $625,000, but a moderate-income family can only afford to 
pay $296,600. 

 
Hard-working families are struggling to afford basic expenses and 
have no financial cushion in the case of an emergency. Parents are 
commuting further to and from work in search of a home they can 
afford, spending less time with children and community, and in-
creasing traffic congestion. 
 
It’s better for society, the environment, and families if we can create 
affordable housing on the Eastside near jobs and the services peo-
ple need. 

  



Across the eastside, General Fund Contributions for Affordable Housing have not kept pace 
with inflation or growth.  In aggregate, eastside cities contribute less than one quarter of one 
percent of their General Fund toward affordable housing. Over the past decade, General Fund rev-
enues in East King County increased 50%, and the population increased 25%. Meanwhile, as a 
percentage of General Fund revenue, contributions for affordable housing decreased more than 
10% from 2007 to 2016.  
 
Many cities have implemented new tools like incentive zoning or the use of surplus property in order 
to supplement their general fund allocations. These contributions have increased affordable hous-
ing support significantly during some years, but they are typically unpredictable and inconsistent. 

Eastside Cities Should Increase 2017-18 Affordable Housing Budget 
Allocations & Support New, Dedicated Revenue Options 

The eastside needs new, dedicated revenue options that allow cities to enhance current ARCH fund-

ing and respond to the growing need for affordable housing. In addition, cities should increase their 

General Fund contributions for the 2017-18 biennium. Additional housing trust fund investments 

would allow ARCH to leverage other public dollars and increase the number of permanently 

safe, healthy, affordable homes available across the eastside. 

Interested in learning more? Want to support efforts to secure dedicated funding for the ARCH Hous-
ing Trust Fund? Contact Us! 
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