
 
Building a Seattle for Everyone 
 
 
 

 
Who We Are 
Seattle for Everyone is a broad coalition working together to produce and preserve 
critically needed affordable and market-rate housing in the City of Seattle. We are a 
groundbreaking alliance of affordable housing developers and advocates, for-profit 
developers and businesses, labor and social justice advocates, environmentalists, 
urbanists, and neighbors, all united to build an equitable and prosperous future for 
Seattle.  
 
We believe that the city’s Housing Affordability and Livability Agenda (HALA) 
recommendations are a historic, forward-thinking, and comprehensive package of 
housing policies. Taken together, they have the potential to create 20,000 affordable 
homes over the next decade, expand housing choices and opportunities for people of all 
incomes, and plan for growth in a way that improves the quality of life for all Seattle 
residents.  
 
Seattle for Everyone harnesses the breadth of expertise available within our coalition to 
support HALA, from technical expertise and sound policy analysis to public outreach and 
advocacy mobilization. We are committed to driving HALA policies to successful 
implementation, so that all residents—current and future—may live affordably near 
where they work and play, share in the benefits of our city’s growth, and enjoy the rich 
culture we have forged out of the many diverse communities who call Seattle home.  
 
What’s At Stake 
Seattle’s rapidly rising cost of living, combined with stagnant wages and growing 
economic inequality, are creating an affordability crisis that is pricing people out of their 
homes and driving them from their communities.  
 
Seattle has reached a crossroads. We can continue on a path toward more 
displacement, increased traffic congestion, and rising homelessness, or we can come 
together as a community to build a Seattle for everyone—a city where growth is 
thoughtfully leveraged to create more affordable housing and increase the convenience, 
livability, health, and sustainability of our city. The choices we make now will steer our 
city’s future for generations to come.  
 
The Way Forward 
If Seattle is to remain a world-class city, we must embrace and plan for growth within 
our urban areas and neighborhoods in a way that minimizes displacement and 
prioritizes affordability and accessibility. Finding smart solutions requires that we come 
together as a community to face these challenges.  



 
      Seattle for Everyone  

Supports Key HALA Components 
 
 

Target a Preservation Property Tax Exemption to Communities at Risk of Displacement  
The pressure on Seattle’s existing housing stock is causing skyrocketing rents and 
displacement of low-income renters to areas outside of the city. Seattle for Everyone 
supports a Preservation Property Tax Exemption, which would create a tax exemption for 
existing buildings in exchange for guaranteeing continued affordability of 25% of a 
development at 50-60% Area Median Income. Seattle for Everyone will mobilize 
stakeholders locally and statewide to pass this local option in the state legislature. 
 
Replace and Expand the Seattle Housing Levy  
Everyone should have an opportunity to live in a safe, affordable home.  Seattle for Everyone 
supports replacing the voter-approved Seattle Housing Levy with a larger, $290 million, Levy. 
The new Levy will build and preserve more than 2,000 high quality, safe and affordable homes 
for some of the most vulnerable low-wage workers and families in our community. This 
innovative property tax levy has been approved five times by Seattle voters and is hailed as a 
national model. The Housing Levy has a 30-year track record of creating affordable homes with 
services to support at-risk families, seniors and people with disabilities as well as providing 
rental assistance to prevent homelessness and preserving and protecting affordable homes to 
help prevent displacement of long-term residents. 
 
Implement a Comprehensive Mandatory Housing Affordability (MHA) Program  
It is critical that Seattle ensures affordability for households across the income spectrum as its 
population and employment continue to grow. Seattle for Everyone supports both a Mandatory 
Inclusionary Housing program that ensures all new residential developments will include a 
certain percentage of affordable housing units and a Commercial Linkage Fee ensuring 
commercial developers contribute funds for the production and preservation of affordable 
housing. Additional height or density capacity, in proportion to these requirements, should be 
provided in the form of up-zones.  
 
Enact a Real Estate Excise Tax Dedicated to Affordable Housing 
Seattle is experiencing a major boom in its real estate market. Seattle for Everyone supports 
a 0.25% tax on real estate transfers, which could generate roughly $15-25 million each year 
to build new affordable homes in Seattle. This would ensure that a portion of the value 
generated through rising land prices—in large part created through public investments in 
sidewalks, parks and transit—is recaptured and invested in affordable housing for low and 
modest wage workers who help make this City so prosperous. Seattle for Everyone will 
mobilize stakeholders locally and statewide to pass this local funding option in the state 
legislature and provide a new local tool for financing needed affordable homes for low-
income workers and vulnerable people. 
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