
HDC’s 10 Housing  a nd Home le ssne ss Da ta  Points to  Ke e p In Your Ba c k Poc ke t 

 

• 1 in 3 King  Co unty ho use ho ld s a re  c o st b urd e ne d , sp e nd ing  mo re  tha n 30% o f the ir 

inc o me  o n ho using  c o sts, a nd  we  will ne e d  to  b uild  44,000 ne w a ffo rd a b le  ho me s e ve ry five  

ye a rs to  a d dre ss the  tre me nd o us ne e d  fo r a ffo rd a b le  ho me s.1 

 

• Ac c o rd ing  to  the  Na tio na l Lo w-Inc o me  Ho using  Co a litio ns Ga p  Re p o rt, Wa shing to n 

Sta te  o nly ha s 29 a va ila b le  a ffo rd a b le  ho me s fo r e ve ry 100 lo w-inc o me  re nte r ho use ho lds. 2 

 

• To  a ffo rd  a  ma rke t-ra te  two -b e dro o m a pa rtme nt, so me o ne  wo rking  minimum wa g e  in 

King  Co unty wo uld  ha ve  to  wo rk o ve r 90 ho urs a  we e k. 3 

 

• Co nstruc tio n o f ne w ho using  ha sn’ t ke p t p a c e  with inc re a se s in jo b s in the  Pug e t So und  

re g io n. In 2016, the re  we re  ne a rly 100,000 ne w jo b s a nd  just o ve r 20,000 ne w ho me s. 4 

 

• A 6% inc re a se  in ho w muc h o f a  p e rso n’ s inc o me  the y ha ve  to  sp e nd  o n a  ma rke t-ra te  

re nta l in King  Co unty will re sult in o ve r 100 pe o p le  fa lling  into  ho me le ssne ss. 5 

 

• Ho using  so me o ne  d ire c tly with a c c e ssib le  o n-site  sup p o rtive  se rvic e s c o sts $16,000-

$22,000 a  ye a r c o mpa re d  to  se rvic e s p ro vide d  while  e xp e rie nc ing  ho me le ssne ss inc lud ing  

e me rg e nc y ro o m visits ($30-$50k) o r inc a rc e ra tio n whic h c o sts ($39k) a  ye a r. 6 

 

• 54% o f re nte rs ha ve  d e la ye d  me d ic a l c a re  b e c a use  the y c a n’ t a ffo rd  it. 95% o f re nte rs 

sa id  tha t re nt wa s the ir mo st imp o rta nt b ill.7 

 

• 27% o f b la c k ho use ho ld s a re  sp e nd ing  mo re  tha n 50% o f the ir inc o me  o n re nt 

c o mpa re d  to  13% o f white  ho use ho ld s. 1 

 

• As o f 2015, the re  is a n e le ve n-ye a r life  e xp e c ta nc y d iffe re nc e  b e twe e n Se a ttle  a nd  

Aub urn, a nd  a  te n-ye a r life  e xpe c ta nc y d iffe re nc e  b e twe e n King  Co unty’ s Asia n p o p ula tio n a nd  

b la c k p o p ula tio n. 8 

 

• 98% o f p e o p le  e xp e rie nc ing  ho me le ssne ss sa id  the y wo uld  ta ke  a  sa fe , a ffo rda b le  

ho using  o p tio n if o ffe re d  to  the m. 9 
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