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2024 Le a d Advoc a c y Ag e nda  
 

 

The  Ho using  De ve lo p me nt Co nso rtium o f Se a ttle -King  Co unty (HDC) is the  no np ro fit 

me mb e rship  a sso c ia tio n o f 200+ p riva te  b usine sse s, no np ro fit o rg a niza tio ns, a nd  pub lic  

p a rtne rs de d ic a te d  to  the  visio n tha t a ll pe o p le  thro ug ho ut King  Co unty live  with d ig nity in 

sa fe , he a lthy, a nd  a ffo rd a b le  ho me s. HDC invite s yo u to  jo in us a s we  a d vo c a te  fo r the  

fo llo wing  p o lic ie s in 2024. 

 

FUND AFFORDABLE HOMES 

 

Ad d re ssing  the  a ffo rda b le  ho using  c risis will ta ke  a  c o mpre he nsive  a nd  ho listic  a pp ro a c h a nd  

c a nno t b e  so lve d  witho ut va stly inc re a sing  the  fund ing  fo r a ffo rda b le  ho using . Sig nific a ntly 

inc re a sing  c a p ita l a nd  o p e ra ting  d o lla rs to  sup p o rt the  pro d uc tio n o f a ffo rda b le  ho using  is a  

p rio rity fo r us. Be c a use  o ur ne e d  fo r ho using  is tre me nd o us, we  ne e d  fund ing  a t e ve ry le ve l—

lo c a l, sta te , a nd  fe d e ra l—to  c o lla b o ra te  a nd  think c re a tive ly a b o ut le ve ra g ing  re so urc e s. In 

2024, HDC will: 

 

• Advoc ate  for a  sta te  bill to a uthorize  a n e xpande d Re a l Esta te  Exc ise  Ta x (REET) for 

a ffordable  housing . 

• Fund the  State  Housing  Trust Fund (HTF) at a  historic a lly hig h le ve l in the  bie nnia l Capita l 

Budg e t a nd e stablish a  pe rma ne nt funding  sourc e  for the  HTF. 

• Le ad the  work to  c re ate  a  frame work for re g iona l inve stme nts in a fforda ble  housing . 

• Support the  upda te  of the  Se a ttle  Housing  Le vy Administrative  & Financ ia l Pla n.  

• Advoc ate  for inve stme nts in a ffordable  home owne rship to c re ate  ne w home s for buye rs 

tha t inc lude  those  e lig ible  for the  Cove na nt Home owne rship Ac c ount Prog ram, among  

othe r prog rams. 

• Support imple me nta tion of the  JumpSta rt Se a ttle  spe nd pla n a nd its robust a lloc a tion for 

a ffordable  home s.  

 

BUILD & MAINTAIN INCLUSIVE CO MMUNITIES 

 

To  p ro mo te  e q uita b le  g ro wth a nd  p ro spe rity fo r a ll, King  Co unty a nd  o ur c itie s sho uld  

imp le me nt b e st p ra c tic e s a nd  p o lic ie s tha t e nsure  lo w-inc o me  re side nts c a n live  o r re ma in in 

c o mmunitie s o f o p p o rtunity ne a r jo b s, se rvic e s, a nd  tra nsit. This must b e  a c c o mp a nie d  b y 

re c o g nizing  tha t the  se g re g a tio n c re a te d  b y g o ve rnme nt p o lic ie s, like  re d lining  a nd  o the r 

d isc rimina to ry pra c tic e s, re sulte d  in lo ng -la sting  ra c ia l ine q uitie s in ho using . In 2024, HDC will: 

 

• Le ad the  Comple te  Communitie s Coa lition work on the  ma jor update  of Se a ttle ’s 

Compre he nsive  Pla n—a  ra re , c ritic a l opportunity to  c ha ng e  the  City’s la nd use  strate g y 

a nd its support for housing  a fforda bility.  
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• Advoc ate  for mandatory inc lusionary zoning  in Belle vue  through a  Compre he nsive  Plan 

Update  tha t le ve ra ge s c omme rc ia l a nd re side ntia l de ve lopme nt g rowth. 

• Sha pe  the  fra me work for Housing  Ele me nt upda te s ac ross King  County a nd he lp 

jurisdic tions imple me nt zoning  re g ulations a llowing  for a ffordable  a nd middle  housing . 

• Advoc ate  for re g ulatory re form a nd e ffe c tive  de pa rtme nta l c oordina tion to  ac c e le ra te  

housing  produc tion a nd re duc e  the  c ost to build housing , inc luding : 
 

o Inc re a sing  a llo we d  de nsitie s, he ig ht, a nd  flo o r a re a  ra tio s. 

o Fa c ilita ting  e ffic ie nt p e rmitting  a nd  c o o rd ina tio n b e twe e n re sp o nsib le  

d e p a rtme nts. 

o Ad va nc ing  utility wa ive rs fo r a ffo rd a b le  ho me s. 

o Exe mp ting  a ffo rd a b le  ho using  d e ve lo p me nts fro m infra struc ture  impro ve me nt fe e s. 

o Elimina ting  d e sig n re vie w fo r a ffo rd a b le  ho me s. 

o Re d uc ing  o r e limina ting  pa rking  re q uire me nts. 

o Exe mp ting  a ffo rd a b le  ho using  fro m g ro und  flo o r c o mme rc ia l spa c e  re q uire me nts. 

o Supp o rting  fund ing  to  o ffse t c o sts o f c re a ting  c o mmunity-se rving  g ro und  flo o r use s. 

• Le ad e duc a tion a nd c oa lition building  initia tive s on state wide  e fforts to  c re ate  a  funding  

fra me work for c ountie s a nd c itie s to  a c quire  la nd ne a r tra nsit for a fforda ble  home s. 

• Partne r in le ading and c ontinuing support for the  Blac k Home  Initiative  Polic y Framework and 

re gulatory re form rec omme ndations. 

 

IMPROVE HEALTH, STABILITY & SUSTAINABILITY OF HO USING 

 

Fa r to o  ma ny lo w-inc o me  King  Co unty ho use ho ld s—d ispro p o rtio na te ly p e o p le  o f c o lo r—a re  

no w p e rpe tua lly ho using  inse c ure  o r p ushe d  into  ho me le ssne ss. Enve lo p ing  e ve rything  is the  

c lima te  c risis. In re c o g nitio n o f the  issue ’ s urg e nc y a nd  the  e ffe c ts o f the  b uilt e nviro nme nt, 

HDC lo o ks a t ho using  una ffo rd a b ility, the  ine q uity tha t le a d s to  ho using  inse c urity, a nd  c lima te  

c ha ng e  a s fund a me nta lly inte rd e p e nde nt. Affo rd a b le , sa fe , q ua lity ho using  is a  so c ia l 

d e te rmina nt o f he a lth a nd  a  ke y e le me nt in c re a ting  a n o ve ra ll he a lthy c o mmunity. This c a lls 

fo r a  p ro a c tive  a p pro a c h to  e nsure  ho using  sta b ility fo r re nte rs a nd  lo w-inc o me  ho me o wne rs, 

a nd  a  susta ina b le  b uilt e nviro nme nt fo r he a thie r a nd  liva b le  p la c e s. In 2024, HDC will: 

 

• Advoc ate  for susta inable  ope rations funding  a t the  state  le ve l to  a ddre ss the  ope ra ting  

c ha lle ng e s fa c e d by a fforda ble  housing  provide rs. 

• Le ad e duc a tion a nd advoc ac y work to e nsure  a fforda ble  housing  provide rs c a n obta in 

re lia ble  a nd a ffordable  prope rty a nd lia bility insura nc e . 

• Promote  polic ies, prac tic es, funding, and inc entive s that support affordable  housing in 

re duc ing ene rgy and wate r use , minimizing c arbon emissions, and optimizing  for the  health 

and safety of residents. 
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2024 Support Advoc a c y Ag e nda  

 

The  Ho using  De ve lo p me nt Co nso rtium o f Se a ttle -King  Co unty (HDC) is the  no np ro fit 

me mb e rship  a sso c ia tio n o f 200+ p riva te  b usine sse s, no np ro fit o rg a niza tio ns, a nd  pub lic  

p a rtne rs de d ic a te d  to  the  visio n tha t a ll pe o p le  thro ug ho ut King  Co unty live  with d ig nity in 

sa fe , he a lthy, a nd  a ffo rd a b le  ho me s. HDC invite s yo u to  jo in us a s we  a d vo c a te  fo r the  

fo llo wing  p o lic ie s in 2024. 

 

FUND AFFORDABLE HOMES 

 

• Advoc ate  for prog re ssive  re ve nue  tha t will e ase  the  burde n on low- inc ome  a nd working  

house holds, a de qua te ly fund a ffordable  housing  a nd home le ssne ss prog rams, a nd ma ke  

our e c onomy more  re silie nt in the  long - te rm. 

• Support fe de ra l a dvoc a c y for e xpa nde d funding  for a ffordable  housing , inc luding  throug h 

Low Inc ome  Housing  Ta x Cre dit (LIHTC) re forms to : 

• Re ne w the  te mp o ra ry 12.5% inc re a se  in LIHTC a llo c a tio ns tha t e xp ire d  in 2021. 

• Inc re a se  the  a llo c a tio n o f the  9% LIHTC b y 50%. 

• Re d uc e  the  ta x-e xe mp t priva te  a c tivity b o nd s thre sho ld  te st fo r the  4% LIHTC fro m 

50% to  25%. 

• Pro vid e  a  50% b a sis b o o st fo r ho me s se t a sid e  fo r e xtre me ly lo w-inc o me  ho use ho lds 

in 9% LIHTC p ro p e rtie s. 

• Advanc e  funding  and polic y solutions that re fle c t the  role  of affordable  home owne rship in 

e nsuring wealth-building  for individuals and families a ffec ted by rac ial and e thnic  

segre gation, marginalization, and disc rimination, inc luding: 

• Inc re a se  the  pe r-ho use ho ld  fund ing  c a p  fo r a ffo rda b le  ho me o wne rship  pro je c ts 

imp o se d  b y King  Co unty a nd  the  Wa shing to n Sta te  De p a rtme nt o f Co mme rc e . 

• Esta b lish a  ne w re vo lving  c o nstruc tio n lo a n fund  fo r a ffo rd a b le  ho me o wne rship . 

• Supp o rt re fo rms to  a llo w jurisd ic tio ns inc re a se d  fle xib ility to  a llo c a te  a ffo rda b le  

ho using  fund ing  fo r a ffo rd a b le  ho me o wne rship  a nd  o pe ra tio ns, ma inte na nc e , a nd  

se rvic e  ne e d s. 

• Exp a nd ing  the  re a l e sta te  e xc ise  ta x e xe mp tio n to  a ll a ffo rd a b le  ho me o wne rship  

d e ve lo p me nts. 

• Support polic ie s tha t improve  pa y, e quity, and susta ina bility in the  a ffordable  housing  

se c tor. 

• Support the  e xe mption of public ly funde d a fforda ble  housing  proje c ts from sa le s taxe s on 

c onstruc tion mate ria ls. 
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BUILD & MAINTAIN INCLUSIVE CO MMUNITIES 

 

To  p ro mo te  e q uita b le  g ro wth a nd  p ro spe rity fo r a ll, King  Co unty a nd  o ur c itie s sho uld  

imp le me nt b e st p ra c tic e s a nd  p o lic ie s tha t e nsure  lo w-inc o me  re side nts c a n live  o r re ma in in 

c o mmunitie s o f o p p o rtunity ne a r jo b s, se rvic e s, a nd  a c c e ss to  tra nsit. This must b e  

a c c o mpa nie d  b y re c o g nizing  tha t the  ho using  se g re g a tio n a c hie ve d  b y g o ve rnme nt p o lic ie s, 

suc h a s re d lining  a nd  o the r d isc rimina to ry p ra c tic e s, re sulte d  in lo ng -la sting  ra c ia l ine q uitie s in 

ho using . Supp o rt p o lic ie s tha t e mp o we r BIPOC-le d  c o mmunity-b a se d  o rg a niza tio ns, suc h a s 

the  Jump Sta rt Co mmunity Se lf-De te rmina tio n Fund . In 2024, HDC will: 

 

• Support a  sta te - le ve l bill to e nable  lot- splitting . 

• Advoc ate  for expansion of pe rmanent supportive  housing  as a  proven solution for 

homelessness. 

• Support Se attle 's Equita ble  De ve lopme nt Zoning  Pilot a nd fa c ilita te  e xpa nsion of la nd use  

polic ie s to support inc re a se d c apac ity for a fforda ble  housing  de ve lopme nt. 

• Support impleme ntation of the  c ountywide  Equitable  Development Initiative  fund. 

• Support use  of anti-displac eme nt strategies like  ac quisition of natura lly oc c urring  affordable  

housing, c ommunity owne rship or pre fe renc e , right of first re fusa l, tenant opportunity to 

purc hase , e tc . 

• Support disposition of public ly owne d surplus or unde rutilize d la nd at re duc e d or no c ost for 

a ffordable  housing .  

• Support imple me nta tion of the  He a lth throug h Housing  Initia tive  in King  County. 

 

IMPROVE HEALTH, STABILITY & SUSTAINABILTY OF HOUSING 

 

Ho use ho ld s fa c e d  with hig h-c o st b urde ns, ho using  insta b ility, a nd  ho me le ssne ss ma y se e  the  

imp a c ts o f tho se  e xpe rie nc e s o n b o th the ir physic a l a nd  me nta l he a lth. Affo rd a b le , sa fe , 

q ua lity ho using  is a  so c ia l d e te rmina nt o f he a lth a nd  a  ke y e le me nt in c re a ting  a n o ve ra ll 

he a lthy c o mmunity. In a d d itio n, the  c lima te  c risis’  inte rse c tio n with ho using  c a lls fo r a  

p ro a c tive  a p p ro a c h to  e nsure  a  susta ina b le  b uilt e nviro nme nt fo r he a thie r a nd  liva b le  p la c e s. 

In 2024, HDC will: 

 

• Support e fforts to establish we ll- c a librated re nt stabilization, among othe r te nant prote c tions, 

to inc rease  resident stability while  ensuring housing provide rs c an sustainably ope rate  

a ffordable  housing and c re ate  new housing . 

• Support state  polic ies that address the  arbitrary barrie rs that pe ople  exiting the  c riminal justic e  

system fac e  in re nting  housing. 

• Advoc ate  for inc reased funding for re nta l assistanc e . 
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• Support funding  of housing  c ounse lors working  to  pre ve nt fore c losure s a nd assist first- time  

home buye rs. 

• Support the  imple me nta tion of Apple  He a lth a nd Home s a nd its e ffic ie nt utilization for 

pe rma ne nt supportive  housing  de ve lopme nt. 

• Continue  e duc a tion e fforts on the  impa c t of Re side ntia l Pre va iling  Wa g e  ra te s a nd work 

towa rds a  me thodology that supports a ffordable  housing  produc tion a nd provide s re lie f for 

sma ll proje c ts. 


